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POLICE REPORT 
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◘The following are messages from the Ferndale Police Department to media contacts.  For more information on any of these cases contact The Ferndale Police Department at 248-541-3650.  
 


On 09/28/09 between 8:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. two homes sharing backyards were broken into on the 1900 Blocks of Almont and Pilgrim. Entry by the burglar(s) was made into both homes, but property taken was minimal. Evidence was collected and the case is under investigation. Anybody with information should contact FPD at 248-541-3650. 
And that’s all to report this morning!
Lt. William J. Wilson


Nothing to report from Ferndale from the weekend - Monday, September 28, 2009 8:10:54 AM
Lt. William Wilson


Wednesday, September 23, 2009 7:42:23 AM

Slow time in friendly fashionable Ferndale. 
I will be handing the media releases over to Sgt. Rick Jones for the remainder of the week.  Have a great weekend! 
Lt. William J. Wilson


Wednesday, September 16, 2009 2:20:37 PM

This is not the first time in the recent past that FPD has used decoy bikes to catch thieves. On July 25, this method was used to arrest two bike thieves. Here are basic facts from those incidents of those people who were arrested. 
On 07/25/2009 Officer's listed above placed a Mercedes-Benz police mountain bike with a Garmin GPS unit attached to it at the Shell gas station located at 8/Livernois.  The value of the bicycle is approximately $1700-$2700  and the value of the GPS unit is $159.95.  Sgt P, Ofc B and Ofc. C where in plain clothes and unmarked vehicles watching the bicycle.  Ofc S was in marked unit 63 as the arrest vehicle.  At approximately 2137 hrs a b/m wearing a black tank top, dark jeans and white tennis shoes crossed 8 Mile from Detroit and approached the bicycle.  He walked up to the bicycle, look at it and then began to ride away on it west.  Arrestee: Edsel Elmore, b/m, 55, Detroit resident
On 07/25/2009 at approximately 1630 hours, SGT P, Ofc. C, Ofc. S and Ofc. B placed a decoy City of Ferndale Mountain Bike in-front of 100 W. 8 Mile Road.  Around 1730 hours, a black male wearing a black shirt, black pants and a blue hat later identified as Brian Elliot Covington (40 yrs, b/m, Det. Resident) took the decoy bike (value $1700  to $2700 for the bike / GPS unit $159.99) and tried to leave the area with it.  Covington was immediately stopped and arrested by SGT Palazzolo, Ofc. Cleveland, Ofc. Shank and I without incident.
Lt. William Wilson

Wednesday, September 16, 2009 8:13:34 AM
Subject: Man arrested for stealing decoy bike 09-2942
Jeffrey Waynard BROWNER (34, b/m, Ferndale resident) was arrested on Monday September 14 at about 6:30 p.m. for stealing a decoy bicycle left out by Ferndale Police Department. In response to a rash of bicycle thefts, Ferndale Police officers set a bicycle near Gainsboro and Woodland and monitored the bike. They placed the bike out at about 4:30 p.m.. After about 2 hours, Browner took the bike and began to ride northbound on Gainsboro. Officers stopped the man and arrested him for Larceny over $1000. Browner lives near the scene of the crime. 
Magistrate Mead arraigned Browner yesterday and set bond at $5000 cash/surety/10%. 
Lt. William J. Wilson



 UPDATE
PROSECUTOR DENIED ISSUANCE OF WARRANT 

09-637
Tuesday, September 22, 2009 10:31:14 AM
After months of discussion and argument with the Oakland County Prosecutors they have denied the request of police to issue a warrant against a man ,Whitfield, who (1) Illegally brought a handgun onto Ferndale High School Property  and (2) got into a fight with an acquaintance, Dubose  (3) After fighting and separating, the man went to his vehicle, retrieved the gun, and used it to strike Dubose in the head. Dubose then broke windows on Whitfield’s vehicle. 
The police department felt that this case should be prosecuted. Several people were endangered not only by the fact a handgun was illegally on school grounds, but that as a result of a pushing type of fight that had ended, Whitfield took out a loaded gun in a crowded area with children present to use in a fight; many people (kids) were placed in danger because of the actions of Mr. Whitfield. 
For various reasons (NOT because no felony was committed), the prosecutor’s office felt that a conviction from a jury was not a guarantee, so decided not to proceed. Often times, such decisions are made seemingly so as not to ruin conviction statistics. 
Attached is a redacted copies of police narrative reports from the incident to assist you in evaluating this case. 
The Ferndale Police responded to a dangerous situation where they felt a dangerous felony was committed on school grounds and many people were placed in danger in an area that they should feel especially safe. Police investigated and arrested a person we feel should face charges in court, despite the proceedings may prove difficult to prosecute and do not have guaranteed results. Part of the argument of the prosecutor’s office is they do not feel a jury would be sympathetic towards the victim of the assault due to his history. We do not believe this should sway the decision whether or not to proceed with prosecution. 
The job of the police is to investigate crimes and make arrests. It is the job of the Prosecutor to evaluate the case and decide whether or not to prosecute. Normally, we believe the decision of the prosecutor’s office is one the police department should not take public issue with. However, this is an instance where we disagree strongly. We should send a message that guns and gun play on school grounds will not be tolerated by law enforcement. This issue should be presented to a judge or jury. 
The police have written a civil infraction violation to Mr. Whitfield and taken his gun to be forfeited, but this seems to be just a slap on the wrist for such a serious offense. 
_____________________________________________
From: Lt. William Wilson
Sent: Friday, February 27, 2009 4:04 PM

Subject: FW: High School wrestling coach pistol whips ex wrestler UPDATE
By order of the prosecutor’s office, Whitfield has been released pending further investigation. We anticipate warrants to be written early next week. 
_____________________________________________
From: Lt. William Wilson 
Sent: Friday, February 27, 2009 10:54 AM
On Thursday, February 26th, at approx. 6:30 p.m., Ferndale Police Responded to a fight in the parking lot outside of the Ferndale High School gym. During after school hours,  28 year old Highland Park wrestling coach, Jamar Whitfield, brought some of his wrestlers to FHS to practice for an upcoming wrestling event. A 19 year old former student wrestler from Highland Park also attended. After the practice, the two had a fight in the parking lot.
 According to statements given to police, Whitfield and the victim go into an argument about the 19 year old misplacing the coaches car keys. The argument became physical. Whitfield walked away from the young man, went into his vehicle (a white Ford Windstar), and retrieved a pistol. He then went back to the ex-wrestler, grabbed him, and struck him in the head with the gun ( Ruger P90, .45 cal semi-auto). The 19 year old reacted by grabbing a cart and breaking windows of the Windstar. Police arrived shortly thereafter. 
Whitfield was arrested for Felonious assault. Police are seeking a warrant and anticipated having him arraigned this afternoon. 
SUSPECT: Jamar Tierra Whitfield, b/m, 02/24/81,  Hazel Park resident. 
VICTIM: 19 year old Detroit resident
Lt. William J. Wilson
Ferndale Police Department


Our regular feature - The Ferndale Police Report - is sponsored this issue by Mother Fletcher's Page 4 of The Ferndale One-Fifteen News is sponsored by Mother Fletcher's
Mother Fletchers 
234 W 9 Mile Rd
Ferndale, MI 48220-1794
(248) 398-4816

Mens and womens vintage clothing and accessories spanning all decades.
FERNDALE VIEWS - Send us your comments about any topic that is important to you.  We'll choose the best ones to share in this section.  The following views are of the readers indicated - not of this newspaper or its advertisers.  Send in your FERNDALE VIEWS to editor@ferndale115.com.


There were no Ferndale Views submissions this issue. Don't you think that people should get involved and share their opinions?  It takes just a couple minutes and we've even put the form below to make it easy for you.  Hope to hear from you soon!



[image: image1.png]


WHAT IS YOUR OPINION?  Write to us at editor@ferndale115.com.  Try to aim for 500 words or less.  Include your mailing address for the gift certificate if your submission is selected.[image: image2.png]
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American Pop!
175 W. Nine Mile Road
Ferndale, MI 48220
(248) 837-9835

Hours:
Mon-Sat 11am-8pm
Sunday 11am-6pm

☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺
Come to our Ferndale 115 First Monday Meetings.  The first Monday of the month, casual lunch from noon-2pm stop by AJs Music Café at 175 W. 9 Mile to discuss Ferndale News and find out how you can help us Inform, Inspire and Unite Ferndale on the first and fifteenth of each month.

WANTED![image: image21.jpg]



Writers, artists, photographers, musicians etc of Ferndale - share your work through The Ferndale 115 News!  Send us your profile of 400-700 words and 2-5 pictures along with your website and contact info to editor@ferndale 115.com.  All submissions must be previously unpublished and not restricted by copyright law. 

Experts on any subject to share your knowledge.  Area's we'd love to cover more of include:  Ferndale school sports, other Ferndale sports, School activities, senior activities, a science page, ecology page, hobbies, fun jobs ... and anything else you think should be in your community paper.

Comic Artist that wants to regularly show off their work.  

Salesperson or marketing team that can take this paper to the next level and figure out how to make it profitable for us both.  Contact Crystal Proxmire at editor@ferndale115.com.  

Everyone to recruit other readers and help us promote this paper.  To stay in business we need as much community readership, sponsorship and involvement as possible.  Send in opinion pieces.  Share links to our stories with others.  Talk to your neighbors about the new online community paper!

Sponsors - Sponsorship is a great way to show the most active people in Ferndale that you really care about making this city better for us all.  You can help Inform, Inspire and Unite residents for only $20 an issue or $30 a month (two issues).   Exclusive placement on one inside page, inclusion on the homepage and print edition cover and all e mail correspondence PLUS 1,000 fliers delivered to homes and businesses each issue.  Write to editor@ferndale115.com for more information.
P2 News, brought to you by Modern Tax and Accounting

City Delays Sidewalk Replacement Program
By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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On Monday, Sept 14, 2009 the Ferndale City Council voted unanimously to delay the sidewalk replacement program by six month.  The move comes after weeks of debate between council members over the balance between maintaining a quality city and looking after the interests of residents who are already burdened by the poor economy.  Delaying the program is considered a compromise by both sides that will move up repairs by only six months while putting off the tax bills to residents until 2010.


Sidewalk replacement is done in ten year cycles, with a different section of the city’s walkways being replaced each year.  The streets being done this round are from 8 Mile and Woodward to Farmdale and Alberta.  Residents will be charged $94.50 for each damaged or raised standard-sized slab and $102.94 for the 6inch ones.  Ferndale has already gone through one ten year cycle, and is in the third year of the second round of repairs.


Citizens have expressed concerns over the program, which administrators have addressed.  Some homeowners wonder why they must pay for sidewalks damaged by trees on the city-owned piece of land between the street and sidewalk.  Others wonder if the damage is really bad enough to warrant replacement.  And of course people are worried about the cost.


One resident on LaPrarie Street told council “We’re in the middle of one of the worst economic downturns it’s not fair to ask residents to pay now.”


Others however have supported the sidewalk program, which also brings all of the city’s curbs to compliance, making them wheelchair-friendly and traditionally helping to keep property values up.  


The Highway Committee – made up of Mayor Craig Covey, Councilperson Mike Lennon and City Treasurer/Assessor Jay Singh – originally made no official recommendation and passed on the decision to Council, but verbally expressed hope that council would delay the program by one year.  Council sent the decision back to the committee insisting on a formal recommendation and delaying the decision by another two weeks.


Mayor Pro Tem Scott Galloway and Councilperson Kate Baker cautioned against prolonging the repairs.  “An important part of the sidewalk replacement program is making the handicap curb cuts safer for those who have to travel through the city by wheel chair.  Without replacing the handicap curb cuts those in wheel chairs are placed at risk. This is also an important reason to replace sidewalk sections.  As I learned thanks to Anne Serafin and the Disability Advisory Committee, even a small ledge or stubber can prevent a wheelchair from rolling properly and could potentially cause an accident.  While no one ever likes spend money on public goods like sidewalks, roads or sewers, these things still have to be maintained good economy or bad.  If we start letting our infrastructure, such as the sidewalk deteriorate, not only will the handicapped community be disproportionately affected, but all of us will gradually see a decline in the appearance of our community and the quality of life in Ferndale, something that makes us different from some of our neighboring cities,” Galloway told The 115.

Baker and others on Council have shared those accessibility concerns.  Baker also brought up the city’s economic hardship committee in a recent interview. “I understand that some residents may have difficulty paying a few hundred dollars all at once, which is why we have very lenient provisions allowing for installment payments.”

Delaying the program is not expected to affect the cost of construction.  Michigan Outdoor Services and Construction Inc of Hazel Park, the pending contractor, has assured the City he will hold to the low-bid rate for six months and that the slabs can be replaced in fall, spring or summer.
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The Highway Committee returned to council with the 6 month delay recommendation that all Council members voted in favor of.


“This is a case where we were able to address everyone’s concerns,” Mayor Covey said.  “It’s a good compromise and good government.”


Anyone with questions about the sidewalk replacement program can contact the Department of Public Works at (248) 546-2519.  Or if you would like to share your opinion on the program, send in your “Ferndale View” (i.e., Letter to the Editor) to editor@ferndale115.com.  

Support our sponsor Modern Tax and Accounting.  This Hazel Park-based business helps out many local organizations, including this community newspaper.  Why go to a big chain or trust your taxes to a computer program when a real-life Ferndale supporter can do them for you with a smile?  Call (248) 544-2002 or go to www.moderntaxservice.com.

Page 3 of The Ferndale 115 News is brought to you by:
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The Forum Foundation Presents 
Halloween Dinner/Dance 2009
Friday October 30 
7pm- midnight
Ukranian Cultural Center, Warren

$40 in advance, $50 at the door



Open Bar
Family Style Dinner
Dessert
Silent Auction
Costume Awards
Raffles & more!

Tickets may be purchased at:
Just for Us (248) 547-5878
Five 15 (248) 515-2552

For more info contact Forum Foundation
(586) 573-9932
www.
theforumfoundation
.org



P3 News Brought to you by The Forum Foundation

DDA Plays Opossum
By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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A dull Wednesday morning was livened up by an unusual visitor to the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) office at 149 W 9 Mile Road.  On September 16 Cristina Sheppard-Decius, Cindy Wilcock and Chris Hughes arrived to work shortly before 9 am.  They women got settled and decided to head out for some coffee.


“We were going to go out through the front, only we couldn’t because there was this thing out there by the door,”  Sheppard-Decius said.  That thing was a giant opossum that had curled up for a nap in the entranceway. 

“Its little arms were curled up around the display rack like it was holding a blankie,” she said, adding that the opossum was sleeping soundly until a loud bus pulled up on W 9 Mile and the creature woke with a start and bared its teeth.

“It wasn’t scary, we knew it was just startled.  Opossums don’t hurt people.  But we couldn’t open the door and since opossums are nocturnal he would have tried to sleep there all day.  …We had to call animal control.”


Officer Waller handles animal control in both Ferndale and Hazel Park.  He arrived on the scene, put on some gloves and picked the critter up by it’s tail, using a stick to give the animal something to grip for support.  “Opossums are not dangerous,” Waller said.  “They are not a disease threat to humans, unlike raccoons which carry rabies and distemper.  They are scavengers, not predators.   They may growl.  They may hiss at you, but they are not fighters.”


Waller explained that the common phrase “playing opossum” comes from the fact that the fuzzy gray creatures, who are about the size of a large housecat and have a long pink tail, prefer to play dead when faced with an enemy.

The opossum was carried through the building and set free.  “He went into some bushes where he probably slept most of the day, and at night he probably headed back into the neighborhoods to scavenge for food.  


‘The Humane Society recommends removing raccoons from the area and leaving the oppossums because opossums will take care of food sources and without food it deters raccoons.”  Though of course you should never try to capture or remove a wild animal without professional help.  Officer Waller is available to help with animal problems by calling (248) 546-2394.


Our sponsor for page 3 is The Forum Foundation.  Please go to their Halloween Dinner/Dance on October 30th at Ukranian Cultural Center 26601 Ryan Road in Warren.  Tickets are $40 in advance, $50 at the door.  For more info go to www.theforumfoundation.org.
P4 of the Ferndale 115 News is brought to you by AJs Music Café.
Denise Ilitch Here Oct 5th to Team Up Ferndale Nonprofits

By, Crystal A. Proxmire


Detroit area business superstar Denise Ilitch will be featured as a guest speaker at Ferndale Community Resource Forum on October 5, 2009 from 7-9pm at Affirmations Community Center at 290 W. 9 Mile Road.


Ilitch will be joined by some of Ferndale’s business leaders.  Jennifer Roosenberg of the Ferndale Chamber of Commerce, Cristina Sheppard-Decius of the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) and Mayor Craig Covey will all be speaking at the event, which was organized by Sharon Chess and Jeannie Davis.

Chess says they came up with the idea last year while taking part in a cookie bake off where each business teamed up with a nonprofit to raise money selling cookies.  “It was such a creative way to get businesses helping out nonprofits, and of course it looks good for the business to support a cause in their community,” Chess said.  “We hope to be able to do more things like that here.”
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Ilitch is an attorney at Clark Hill PLC and the former President of Ilitch Holdings which managed Little Caesars, The Detroit Tigers, and the Detroit Red Wings.  She is the publisher of Ambassador Magazine which focuses on Michigan-owned businesses.  And she is also a pro at cross-promotion between businesses and groups. 
She’ll be sharing what she knows at this forum which is open to any group or business, though seats are limited.  To sign up or for more info contact Sharon Chess (248) 398-1050 or Sharon@sharonchess.com or Jeannie Davis (248) 541-5888 or jeannie111@comcast.com.

We are already expecting to see representatives from many local nonprofits including The Boys and Girls Club of South Oakland County, Midwest AIDS Coalition, Ferndale Youth Assistance, and Oakland Livingston Human Service Agency.  Businesses in attendance will include Allure Kouture, State of the Art Framing, Thicke Madam, and House of Chants.  Up to 60 will be in attendance.


After the forum consider stopping by AJs Music Café at 175 W. 9 Mile for a delicious Wafflich sandwich, a fancy-sounding coffee, a real fruit smoothie or any number of delicious drinks or snacks.  They are our sponsor for page four.
P5 of The Ferndale One-Fifteen News is brought to you by The Michigan Peace Team
Ferndale Restaurant Owner Faces Deportation
by Eric Brown 

Originally posted at The Urbane Life – http://www.urbaneapts.com/urbanereflections-blog/?p=2634

As the proprietor of a popular Ferndale restaurant, Alex Stolaj is as known for his tasty fare as his friendly nature.

And now, the dozens of people who flood Sam’s Ferndale Grill on Woodward aren’t just lining up for food — they are standing up for Stolaj, who is in federal custody and slated to be deported to his native Albania.

More than 500 people have signed a petition in support of the 40-year-old Stolaj, who is married with a 10-year-old daughter. And Ferndale Mayor Craig Covey, a longtime customer and friend of Stolaj, has contacted Democratic U.S. Sens. 
Debbie Stabenow
 and Carl Levin on his behalf.

“We hope his 
immigration issues
 can be settled quickly and positively, so that he can stay here in Michigan like so many hardworking immigrants have done over the past 300 years,” Covey said.

According to Stolaj’s sister Violeta Sterbyci, 33, of Shelby Township, Stolaj was arrested Aug. 31 in the restaurant and taken to the St. Clair County Jail.

Stolaj had been fighting deportation, after being accused four years ago of paying off an immigration worker for a green card. Sterbyci said the family denies the allegations and says there is no proof that Stolaj, who came to the United States in 1996, broke the rules.

Michael Gilhooly, a spokesman for 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
, confirmed that Stolaj is in custody but declined further comment. Stolaj’s family said his wife, Diella, and daughter, Mariana, who live in Sterling Heights, cannot sleep and spend their days worrying and praying.

Customers like Mike Regan, 63, of Shelby Township are worried, too. He signed the petition and said he’d be willing to tell a judge that Stolaj should be allowed to stay in the United States.

“It’s ridiculous that our government is going after someone like Alex,” Regan said. “He works, he pays taxes, he provides jobs to people.

“It makes no sense.”

Page 5 of The Ferndale 115 News is brought to you by The Michigan Peace Team.






MICHIGAN PEACE TEAM (MPT) empowers people to engage in active nonviolent peacemaking.

MPT was started in 1993, in response to the growing need for civilian peace-makers both in the U.S. and abroad. 

We offer nonviolence training workshops and provide opportunities to join peace teams. 

We seek a just world grounded in nonviolence and respect for the sacred interconnectedness of all life.
P6 of The Ferndale 115 News is brought to you by Friends of Craig Covey.

Local Preference Wins in Cop Car Bid

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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CONNECTING GAY-FRIENDLY COMMUNITIES



On September 14, 2009 the City Council approved the purchase of 9 new Crown Victoria police vehicles, giving local preference to Ferndale’s Ed Schmidt Ford on Woodward at a cost of $21,586 per car for the standard cars and $22,102 for the Captain’s car.  Gorno Ford of Woodhaven, MI also submitted a bid, offering the vehicles for $21,397 and $21,819 for the Captain’s car.  The total difference between the bids was $1,975.  

Byron Photiades, Department of Public Works Director, reviewed the bids and recommended that council accept the cheapest contract. This prompted Councilperson Mike Lennon to motion against the recommendation and instead move that Council take the Ed Schmidt bid, saying it would be “ridiculous” not to give the local guy the benefit of the city’s business when there is such a small difference in costs. 

Because squad cars are driven so extensively, they must be replaced every two years.  The old cars are handed down to other city departments, traded in, or sold at auction.  “The cars are not safe for police work after two years or so when they get up over 100,000 miles,” said Ferndale Police Chief Michael Kitchen.  “Sometimes they’ll get auctioned off to a cab company or something and run forever, but we have to meet certain standards for what police do.”


The new cars will arrive sometime in the next couple of months, Kitchen says.  Much of the aftermarket equipment such as shields, gun racks and molded plastic backseats are compatible with the newer models, making transition easy and less expensive than complete replacement.


Do you think the council did the right thing by taking the higher bid in order to keep dollars in the community, or should they have saved taxpayer money and went with the Woodhaven-based retailer?  Send your opinion to editor@ferndale115.com.


Thanks to Friends of Craig Covey for sponsoring Page 6 of The Ferndale 115 News.  You can read his blog at http://coveys-corner.blogspot.com/.
P7 of The Ferndale 115 News is brought to you by Boost Mobile located at 9 and Livernois.

St. James Gets Garden Facelift
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By, Crystal A. Proxmire 
Mary K. Frederick calls it her “secret garden,” the little patch of land behind St. James Catholic Church that she’s tended to over the past few months.


“I’ve been a member for 25 years and I didn’t’ know it was there,” Fredrick said about the garden, which is nearly hidden in a courtyard off the back parking lot of the old church.  “I was walking to my car one day and something back there caught my eye.  I wandered in and saw this old statue all grown over.  I thought it would be a nice little place for people to sit – a little place of refuge,” she said.


Frederick earned her Master Gardener certification from Michigan State in April, something she’d had to put off for years because of her busy job as a union contract negotiatior.  Now that she’s retired, the one “tenacious” Fredrick says she’s happy to express her tender side.
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Since April she has put over 100 volunteer hours into clearing out the overgrowth, aquiring plants and supplies, planting and caring for the garden.


Now there are two benches which face a statue of St. Mary, as well as patches of flowers all surrounding a majestic full-grown tree.


Frederick said that she got into gardening mainly because she is interested in water conservation and promoting native plants.  But she also gets a kick out of working with children from the church.  “It was so neat watching them getting excited about what we were doing.  They got together to research and identify the unknown plants.  They were so happy when they figured it out.”

The garden is open to the public and can be accessed from the back parking lot. St James Catholic Church, located at the corner of Woodward Ave and Pearson, began in 1919.  The church building was constructed in 1949-1950.  More info can be found at www.st-james.org.


Please support our sponsor Boost Mobile located near 9 Mile Road and Livernois.  With unlimited talk and text for just $50 a month – from a locally-owned franchise – why go anywhere else for cell phone service?
P8 of The Ferndale 115 brought to you by Meefers.com
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Gay, Pray and Stay OK:  New Aff Series Looks at What the Bible Says about Homosexuality

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

FERNDALE - As churches become more accepting of people in the LGBT community, the need for information to bridge the gap between God and Gays has prompted a new discussion series titled “Gay, Pray, and Stay OK!”  

 

The six-week series takes place on Thursday nights from 7:00- 9:00 pm at Affirmations Community Center, and is organized by Pastor Henry Brinker of Community of the Open Door (United Church of Christ) in Washington, MI.  Topics include: What the Bible Really Says About Homosexuality, Sexual Sodomy and Sin, The Holy Bible Used for Unholy Purposes, Same Sex Marriage, and Inter-Faith Religious Tolerance.  

 

Brinker hopes that by having presentations and discussions with people of all backgrounds it can create understanding and healing.  “When people are gay they may feel guilty, condemned, rejected, excluded or alienated from the Church of God.  The need to understand what God really says.”

 

“It also helps to bring understanding with our allies.”

 

Brinker himself once struggled to make peace between his sexuality and his religious beliefs.  In 1996 he was ousted from his position as a Pastor from the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod because of his homosexuality.  “I had given up on God and the Ministry,” he said.  “A minister told me I was going to hell and I wandered around for six or seven years like I was lost.”  He worked in secular positions and avoided his faith. 

 

“But when I came to find out there were churches that are accepting, I got back into it,” Brinker says.  “One day I was dragged into a United Church of Christ.  Of course I didn’t want to, but it changed my life.  They asked me to be a guest preacher and I did that more and more.  I couldn’t believe that they accepted me as I was.”

 

Brinker says he will never forget his times at Trinity United Church of Christ in Warren, but that he is also honored to have the opportunity for his own Ministry at Community of the Open Door, which is part of the United Church of Christ.  The congregation is made up mainly of people from the gay community who wanted a welcoming church environment, though there are allies too. 

 

The discussion series at Affirmations is one way that Brinker hopes to connect gay people of faith. The program brings in several local gay leaders, including Triangle Executive Director Alicia Skillman and Michigan’s first openly gay Judge, Hon. Rudy Serra of Michigan’s 36th District Court in Detroit.

 

Serra will kick off the series by talking about “What the Bible Really Says about Homosexuality.”  Serra was appointed to the 36th District Court by Governor Jennifer Granholm.  His book “Bag A Fag”, published by the Triangle Foundation, talks about anti-gay police misconduct.  He has also written for The Journal of Psychology and Christianity and The Journal of Intergroup Relations published by the National Association of Human Rights Workers.  He will be presenting at several of the discussions, which will also include time for members of the audience to share their stories and ask questions.

 

 “We’re really excited about this series,” says Kathleen LaTosch, Chief Administrative Officer at Affirmations.  “It is the second of three programs Affirmations now offers relating to spirituality and faith in the LGBT community.”  

 

Two months ago the LGBT community center began an interfaith group called “Growing in Spirituality” which meets on Tuesdays from 7:00pm -9:00pm.  They will also be hosting a one-man, 90 minute play called “Jesus Phreak” that explores Bible passages and uses mixed fabrics as a metaphor for homosexuality.  

 

Information on the “Gay. Pray and Stay OK” series or any of Affirmation’s other programs and events, please go to www.goaffirmations.org.  Affirmations is located at 290 W. 9 Mile Road in Ferndale.
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Meefers.com is a website that seeks to connect gay-friendly communities. Read more great LGBT-related articles at www.meefers.com. Share your opinion on this story with us – editor@ferndale115.com.

www.meefers.com
p9 of The Ferndale 115 News is brought to you by The Ferndale Recreation Department Spaghetti Dinner on October 23rd
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Police Surveillance Success Stories
By, Crystal A. Proxmire 
High tech devices and good old fashioned police work have helped Ferndale Police capture several criminals in recent weeks according to Police Chief Michael Kitchen.

First there was the incident on E. Saratoga, where a woman repeatedly came home to find her prescription medication stolen from her medicine cabinet.  The family suspected that someone was getting in through an unlocked back door.  Then one day the woman’s husband saw the suspect leaving their back yard, prompting the husband to call the police.


Officer Matt Goebel, who has been with the force over four years, came up with an idea to catch the thief.


“Officer Goebel came to us and asked permission to put a camera in the home,” Kitchen said.  “It was a good solution to the problem.  The officer set up the camera and taught the victim how to use it.”


On September 2, 2009 the woman was home alone when the suspect entered through the back door.  She saw him on the monitor and yelled out, scaring the intruder off.  According to police she then left the house with the police camera facing the back door and her personal camcorder recording the area around the medicine cabinet.  When she returned and viewed the recordings, the police had all the video evidence they needed to arrest 28 year old Noah Metzger, who was renting a home from the vary people he was allegedly stealing from.


“The cameras made it very easy to catch the offender,” Goebel said.  “They’re real good about giving us the equipment we need to do our jobs.”


Another problem tackled with the help of technology has been that of increasing bicycle thefts in all areas of the city.  Over 16 bikes were reported missing over a four week period this summer, prompting police to set up a sting operation.


Officers have done several bike decoy stings in various locations, capturing at least four suspects.  “They set out the bike with a camera watching it, and we can monitor it on a computer from up to a mile away,” Kitchen said.


Then when someone comes along and takes the bike, the police move in for the arrest.  The decoy bike is not locked up, although it makes no legal difference if the property is locked up or not.  


“Stealing is stealing,” said the Chief.  “If it’s not yours don’t take it.”  He also points out that almost all the bikes stolen are not locked up.  He also expects that there are more bicycle thefts that people simply don’t bother to report.


Another problem is that the city storage facility is full of bikes that get found our are recovered that the owners never come to claim.


“I want people to know they can come down and get a free bicycle license so that if we find their bikes we can get the bikes back to them,” Kitchen said.


Hidden cameras and surveillance techniques are used in other cases, such as to capture “taggers” spraying graffiti in regular hotspots, and are also available for use in drug and other investigations.


For lower priced copies than the big chains, and the pride of supporting a local business, shop at Lenny’s Copy Center at the corner of Hilton and E. Cambourne.

P10 of The Ferndale 115 News is brought to you by a free ad for Fern Care. Go to www.ferncare.org.

 

Community Foundation Annual Meeting

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

            The Ferndale Community Foundation, a nonprofit organization that collects donations and hold fundraisers, then reallocates the money to local charities or community projects, gave its annual report to the public on September 17, 2009 at Paramount Bank on Woodward Avenue in Ferndale.  Representatives talked about the 2009 Grant Recipients, the income and expenditures over the past year, and the group’s mission and future plans.  In the past six years since the Foundation began they have been able to donate over $30,000 to local causes.[image: image37.jpg]



In 2009 the group was able to support seven projects through the city.

 

1.  $1,000 to Fern Care, an upcoming free clinic that will serve the uninsured and underinsured residents of Ferndale.  The grant will be used for construction-related expenses.
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2.  $500 to The Ferndale Beautification Commission for seeds and plants to help promote the spread of Ferndale’s official flower – the cone flower!

3.  $1000 to the Ferndale Historical Society to help them have digital images made of old issues of The Ferndale Gazette. The money will help preserve these important historical documents forever.

 

4.  $500 to the Ferndale Public Library to help in the building of an electronic media center.
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5.  $1,000 to Ferndale Youth Assistance, a volunteer-based organization that connects students in the Ferndale School District with counselors and mentors.  The program helps reduce delinquency, neglect and abuse in households that may need help.

 

6.  $1000 to Michigan’s Fallen for their float in the Memorial Day Parade honoring Michigan Veterans who have passed away.  

 

7.  $500 to Oakland Livingston Human Service Agency for their program which helps install safety devices in the homes of older residents. 

 

Helen Webber, Community Foundation Treasurer went over the details of the income and the expenses for the year, and explained that they must be very thorough.  “We try to keep our costs down,” Webber said.  “We go to Lennys to get printing done and he gives us a real good deal.”  Webber said she also calls banks and sends letters when there are bank fees.  “I stay on ‘em,” she said.

The Community Foundation also accepted a check from the Ferndale Pub Crawl for $2,000 that was raised at the massive event earlier this year.  The Foundation hopes to raise one million dollars in the next ten years and they hope to being surveying citizens in the coming months to ensure they are serving community needs, according to the foundation’s Chairman of the Board Dan Martin.

            Ann Heler, President of the Board of Fern Care, also announced plans for a 2010 Spring kickball game between the Community Foundation and Fern Care.  Debate has already begun over team uniforms and JoAnn Wilcock, active volunteer and member of both boards, says she may decide to be an umpire to avoid having to choose sides.
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Ann Heler and JoAnn Wilcock for Fern Care
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The Community Foundation relies on donations and fund raising in order to raise money for these and other projects aimed at helping the community.  For more information on how you can help, or for more details about their annual report, please go to their website:  http://www.ferndalecommunityfoundation.org.

For more information on Fern Care go to www.ferncare.org.
YOU can become a sponsor of The Ferndale 115 News for just $20 an issue or $30 a month.  Contact Crystal A. Proxmire at editor@ferndale115.com.

P11 of The Ferndale 115 News is brought to you by The Michigan Fingerstyle Society Presents Don Ross in Concert Saturday Oct 17th.
Indie Winning Couple w/Grammy Winning Hubby Gives Special Ferndale Concert, Class
By, Crystal A. Proxmire


Grammy winning guitarist Al Petteway and his musically gifted wife Amy White made a special appearance in Ferndale for an exclusive Michigan Fingerstyle Society concert on Sept. 19, 2009.  Petteway also gave a 2 hour workshop to guitar enthusiasts, who were eager to learn how he makes such unique sounds.

Petteway does traditional finger style guitar (i.e. without using guitar pics), but with a few twists.  Petteway uses a special magnetic device to vibrate the guitar strings so that they resonate in a ghostly way.  He has also perfected a strum that incorporates a tapping motion that echoes like a beating heart.


The class gave a select number of local players the chance to learn Petteway’s techniques first hand.  The students sat in a semicircle around him as he passionately talked about his work and shared his experience with them.  “One thing I learned is that most people fret too hard on the strings when they play.  The string has to just barely touch the wood when you’re holding it down,” said Ferndale resident and guitar enthusiast Brandon Chase.  “I usually use a pic, so it was interesting to watch someone doing it different.”

Norm Andresen, bassist for local favorite SRB Band attended both the class and the concert that followed.  “It was great,” Andresen said.  “It was a bit informal and he just kind of went with the flow of the class.  He taught us a few of his tricks.”  


Only time will tell if SRB Band will begin incorporating those unconventional stylings into their songs.  But fans can keep up with Andresen and the band at www.srbband.com.
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After the class Petteway and White gave a resounding multi-instrumented concert at First United Methodist Church on Woodward Ave. in Ferndale.  The couple’s enchanting mixture of Celtic, folk and other native styles from around the world have won them an Indie Award, as well as the opportunity to compose the soundtrack for the latest Ken Burns Documentary THE NATIONAL PARKS: AMERICA'S BEST IDEA.
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Petteway says the documentary was an amazing thing to be a part of because he had been a photographer for National Geographic before playing music full time.  He and wife White have enjoyed making music together for the last fifteen years.  They live in the beautiful wilderness of North Carolina and say they “look forward to driving up to Ferndale every couple of years to do a show,” Petteway said.  “We love these guys. …The Finger Style Association is one of our favorite groups to come out for.”  The duo was here in 2006 for a similar show.  Their website is www.alandamy.com.


The Michigan Fingerstyle Society is a Ferndale-based group dedicated to connecting those with an interest in playing pic free.  In the past the group held meetings and hosted picking parties, but now their main focus is on bringing in about four nationally-known musicians each year, according to event coordinator Ron Stavale of The Michigan Fingerstyle Society. 

The next big event is Don Ross in concert at The First United Methodist Church at 22331 Woodward Ave in Ferndale on Saturday, October 17 at 7:30pm.  Cost is $20 for the concert ($15 for students and seniors) and $40 for the guitar workshop.  ($50 for both).  Go to www.fingerstyle.org for more information.


Thank you to The Fingerstyle Society for supporting The Ferndale 115 News by sharing their knowledge with us and others in the community.  Please come out to see Don Ross in concert on Saturday, October 17th.  More info at www.fingerstyle.org. 
Page 11 of The Ferndale One-Fifteen News is brought to you by Michigan Fingerstyle Society presents Don Ross in Concert
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First United Methodist Church
22331 Woodward

Saturday, Oct 17th

Guitar Workshop 3-5pm $40
Concert 7:30 pm (doors open 6:30) $20/$15 for students and seniors
Class/Concert $50

For more info call (248) 646-4030
www.fingersyle.org





P12 of The Ferndale 115 news is brought to you by Allure Kouture.
The First Big Read Book Party
By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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The Ferndale Public Library and The Emory have teamed up to encourage reading in the community with The Big Read program.  The Big Read’s grand event will take place in March 2010 with a month’s worth of reading celebrations and activities.  But the Big Read Pre-Parties have begun at the trendy downtown bar/eatery.  On September 24, 2009 they hosted the first book party, centered around the novel Middlesex by Jeffrey Eugenides.  The novel centers around Callie, who later becomes Cal – a true hermaphrodite with a story tracing back through the generations to Greece and an incestuous love with unintended consequences. 
Over a dozen readers sat around the big wooden tables enjoying a complimentary buffet and one free drink per library card holder, while they discussed the book.

“I was really intrigued when I first heard about the book party,” said Debrah Hill who has lived in Ferndale since the fourth grade.  “I grew up going to the Ferndale Library and loved that you could actually borrow all these wonderful books for free!  I wanted to be around books, the library and fellow readers.  I look forward to returning for the other books.  My only disappointment was not being able to hear everyone around our long table.”

Michelle Ouellette, another Ferndale reader, was pleasantly surprised by the book.  “I purchased it used on Amazon without reading a synopsis and allowed myself to be surprised,” she said.  “There were parts of the book I thought we slow or I didn’t love, but I really loved the overall story and enjoyed reading it.”


Emily Husband, manager at The Emory, said that the first Book Party was a success.  “We had a great turnout and it was a really positive partnership with the library.  If we can make reading fun and cool then its all for the better.”


The next book party will take place on November 19th and will feature Chuck Palahniuk’s novel Fight Club.


This page of news is supported by Allure Kouture, located at 224 W. 9 Mile.  Shop there for the most fashionable clothing, shoes and accessories.

age 12 of the Ferndale 115 is proudly brought to you by Allure Kouture
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ALLURE KOUTURE
224 W 9 Mile Rd 

Ladies & Men's Shoes & Accessories "We have the Shoe Fit For You!"  Also showcasing fine fashions.
248-336-0700
info@allurekouture.com
www.allurekouture.com
Sun/Mon: By Appt 


 HYPERLINK "http://www.allurekouture.com/" Tue/Wed:11am-7 


 HYPERLINK "http://www.allurekouture.com/" Thur/Fri/Sat:11-9
Fern Care Free Clinic Seeks FR for Planning Committee, Moves Forward w/Other Plans

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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The news at the Sept 21st Fern Care Meeting was mainly positive, although the upcoming free health clinic is in need of a registered nurse to help them develop the clinic’s procedure manual.


“There have been several RNs who are going to be helping us after the clinic is open, but we haven’t been able to find one who can make the commitment to sit down with us and write the best practices,” said Fern Care Board President Ann Heler. According to Heler before the clinic can open all of their procedures must be detailed in writing so that everyone involved can be n the same page and avoid miscommunications.  Any RN or other medical professional who would like to help with this aspect of the project are encouraged to contact Heler at aheler@ferncare.org.


Otherwise plans are coming along.  The blueprints were submitted on Sept 24, 2009 and are now pending city approval.  The group raised $3,931 last month, including over $2,000 from the Dream Cruise opening night party and a $1,000 donation from Steve and Tony Selvaggio of Western Market.  They also accepted a check from Monica Mills for $2,000 from the Annual Pub Crawl, which will be tallied with next month’s totals.  Upcoming fund raisers will add to the $30,003.18 they have raised since beginning two years ago.


On October 10 from 2- 4:30pm there will be a Vegetarian potluck to benefit Ahma Center at 1524 Pinecrest.  Fern Care will have a table at the event with a donation basket.

On Saturday November 7 FernCares for Music! will be expanding their fund raising concert series into Hazel Park with a multi-artist extravaganza at the House of Shamrocks bar at 23420 John R Rd.  Keith Dalton, Cat Listening, Steffie and the Dirty Virgins and others will perform with all proceeds going to the clinic.
And on November 21 there will be a Bowl-a-Thon at Luxury Lanes from 11am-3pm with a minimum commitment of $55.  More information on Fern Care Fundraisers can be found at www.ferncare.org.  There are also a vast number of resources available for those in need of free or low cost health services.
Free Dental Day 

posted ‎‎Sep 26, 2009 6:29 PM‎‎ by Lynn Mackie 
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On Sat. October 17th, 2009 Dentist Dr. Pinkney has a FREE day, and what this consist of is: anyone who does not have dental ins. (young or older). The dentist and his staff are volunteering dental services for one day FREE of charge.

This begins at 9:00 am and runs throughout the day (first come first serve). Last year they did a variety of cleanings, root canals, x-rays etc...

If you or someone you might know who is in need of dental care, October 17th is the day!


Name: Canton Dental Center( Dr. Pinkney)
Location: 42301 Cherry Hill Rd. Canton
@ the SE corner of Cherry Hill and Lilly
Time: 9:00 am 
Phone: 734-981-4040

P14 of the Ferndale 115 News is brought to you by The Urbane Life blog at http://www.urbaneapts.com/urbanereflections-blog/
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Whip It
By, Carrie V. Copeland
Opening this Friday, October 2nd, Whip It, starring Juno's Ellen Page, is the directorial debut of seasoned actress and producer Drew Barrymore. 
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Fans of Barrymore might be disappointed by the star's small and somewhat one-dimensional role as a stoner derby girl named Smashley Simpson, but will perhaps be buoyed by the director's commitment to understanding the difficulty of roller derby faced by the cast. In a recent Marie Claire interview, Barrymore quips, "I don't want to be sitting on the sidelines as the director going, 'I know you're hurling yourself around that track at 60 miles per hour—don't worry! Just get in there and do it!' I wanted to understand the pain that comes from falling, the fear of the brain telling you Don't do this, don't do this, but the body forcing you to. It was so important for me to be in their skates, pun intended."

The director's expectations of her team to accurately depict the perils and pleasures of roller derby are evident. Audience members are certain to cringe, just as they would if they were watching an actual derby bout, when actors take hits and manage multiple spills on the track. 

Ellen Page, who plays Bliss Cavendar in the film, portrays, in an understated yet engaging way, the awkward navigation of young adulthood, conflicts between daughters and their mothers who know best, and the journey to find one's inner strength and chosen family.
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Still not convinced? - Whip It was filmed in southeast Michigan and features quirky, local haunts like Mother Fletchers, an off-beat thrift store in Ferndale. Local stars from the Detroit Derby Girls, an all-female roller derby league in Detroit, including Christina Lulianelli (a.k.a. Tiny Ninja) and Amy Ruby (a.k.a. Racer McChaser), acted in the film.

This movie is perfect for people who support Michigan-based endeavors, those who love to see heroes and heroines achieve their dreams in the face of adversity, and individuals who think tough women are incredibly sexy.

Whip It, a Fox Searchlight Pictures release, is rated PG-13 for sexual content including crude dialogue, language and drug material. The running time is 111 minutes.
P15 of The Ferndale 115 News is brought to you by The Ferndale Recreation Department’s Fall Fest on October 10th.
Drayton Avenue Pets Have Officially Been Blessed

By, Crystal A. Proxmire


Even before Sunday afternoon, Pumpkin’s life had been blessed. The timid pooch had been rescued just ten weeks earlier by Ferndale resident Leslie Gala who got Pumpkin through Save A Dog in Temperance, MI.  But now thanks to Pastor Scott Miller and the friendly parishioners of the Drayton Avenue Presbyterian Church, Pumpkin’s an even happier dog.  He along with a handful of other canines received a blessing in a front lawn ceremony on September 19, 2009.


“My church doesn’t bless pets,” Gala said.  “And Pumpkin really needs it.”  The poor dog could not even eat the complimentary homemade doggie treats because his teeth were in such poor shape from neglect.  The dog had been beaten and starved by the previous owner.  “He’s got a long way to go, but he’s getting better.”  


Gala had never been to the Drayton Avenue Presby[image: image49.png]


terian Church before, but found out about the event while taking Pumpkin for a walk through the neighborhood.


Members and nonmembers alike were embraced at the Pet Blessing.  Pastor Miller performed several group blessings, then met with individual pet owners to talk about any behavioral problems they may be having.


The human guests shared ice cream treats while the dogs exchanged sniffs, lounged in the sun and got lots of hugs and petting.


Drayton Avenue member Robin Gallaway had her dog Hoop blessed by the Pastor.  Ken Seawell, a volunteer who helped organize the event, says the church plans on doing blessings twice a year.  “We want to let everyone know how friendly and welcoming we are here,” he said.  Church membership is down throughout the city as there are fewer families with children in the area, according to Pastor Miller.  “The pet blessing is just one of the ways we can try to reach out to people and let them know we are here.”

Drayton Avenue Presbyterian was formed in 1924.  They share their property with other community groups such as The Metropolitan Community Church of Christ which has a largely LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Trans) congregation, Boy Scout Troup 1542, Cub Scout Pack 1221, The Drayton Avenue Co-Op Preschool and Narcotic Anonymous.  They are also a part of South Oakland Shelter program which helps homeless people with transitional housing.  Drayton hosts 30 homeless individuals one week a year as part of the program which rotates locations throughout Oakland County.  For more information about Drayton Ave Presbyterian, please go to www.draytonavenue.org.


On October 10 you can join your friends and neighbors at the Ferndale Fall Fest from 4-7 pm at Martin Road Park 1615 E Lewiston for games, pony rides, pumpkin painting, hayrides, Trick-or-Treat Trail and more!  More info is at www.ferndalerecreation.org.
P16 of The Ferndale 115 News is brought to you by Lenny’s Copy Center on the corner of Hilton and E. Cambourne.
Commercial Property Showcase

By, Crystal A. Proxmire



The Ferndale Chamber of Commerce held its third annual Commercial Property Showcase on Sept. 24, 2009.  Nearly 100 real estate brokers, Chamber members, community leaders and others interested in the Ferndale property market met at Rosie O’Gradys for a free drink, snacks and a walking tour of select downtown locations.

Twenty-six properties were featured on the tour and in the Chamber’s guidebook, including what some consider Ferndale’s most prime real estate spot – the former Old Navy building on the corner of Woodward and W. 9 Mile.  The store has been empty for two years and recent negotiations to place a temporary Halloween-themed store did not pan out as community leaders had hoped.  (See our July 1st Article Filling in the Gap.)  The exterior of the building has undergone a facelift, and property managers are willing to consider dividing up the space to multiple tenants.  “The gap had a lease on it, so they were paying on the lease for the first year and we bought out their lease so that we could try and rent out the space to someone that would be using it,” Glen Grenadier of Grenadier Properties explained.  “We also had to remodel the front due to ice damage.”  He also blames the poor economy for the difficulty in finding a tenant.

There are over 50 vacant commercial and industrial properties in Ferndale, according to Ferndale Chamber of Commerce Director Jennifer Roosenberg.  Because of printing limitations only the first 26 properties with responses were chosen for the guidebook.  Rosie O’Grady’s, Allied Printing and Ideation Signs & Communications also helped support the event, along with help from the Downtown Development Authority and the City of Ferndale.


Corey Farris of Reid and Associates sells insurance and financial planning services.  He came to the Commercial Property Showcase to network and to see what Ferndale has to offer.  “I haven’t been down here in about two years,”  Farris said.  “The city looks better every time I see it and I hope that Ferndale keeps going with the plans that have made it grow so much.”  Farris said that a lack of events has kept him away, but that “the Chamber really seems to be reaching out to people.  I’m glad I came.”  

Adrianne Greer, who is sells insurance through the Miller Agency, Chamber of Commerce Memberships and Send-Out Cards finds events like the Commercial Property Showcase essential for meeting new clients and keeping up with the changes in the area.  “There are little connections that get made,” Greer said.  “For example, I introduced George Smith of DNC Contractors to Veronica [Lujic] at State of the Art Framing.  Now George may not need framing done, but it turns out an art gallery opened up near him and the owner was looking for someone to do framing.  ...That’s how it works.  You get to know people who know other people etc.”

Those who are interested in property in Ferndale are advised to talk to a licensed real estate broker, says Roosenberg.  The Ferndale Chamber has brokers listed among their members.  For more information on real estate in Ferndale, other Ferndale businesses or the benefits of Chamber membership, please go to www.ferndalechamber.com.


This page has been supported by Lenny’s Copy Center – a family owned business on the corner of Hilton and E. Cambourne.  www.lennyscopycenter.com.

P17 of The Ferndale 115 News is brought to you by Drayton Avenue Presbetyrian Church at 22441 Pinecrest in Ferndale.
Fido Does Ferndale Benefits

By, Crystal A. Proxmire


The numbers are in for the second annual Fido Does Ferndale Celebration, and event organizer Carrie Copeland couldn’t be more thrilled.  The group was able to raise $800 that they split between two organizations: Metro Area Animal Adoption and Forgotten Angels. 
Metro Area Animal Adoption helps place many dogs and cats in foster homes, including a recent batch of blind puppies.

Forgotten Angels is an animal rescue and adoption group founded two years ago in Roseville.  According to their website http://karen.dev.petfinder.com/shelters/MI657.html, “Forgotten Angels Rescue, Inc.’s vision for the future includes: increasing the number of animals rescued and adopted, increasing the number of volunteers, helping to make improvements to local animal shelters and pounds, educating citizens and providing pet therapy with foster animals at local senior citizen facilities.”
Fido Does Ferndale took place on July 11, 2009.  According to Copeland there were 15 volunteers and over 350 people in attendance. W. 9 Mile Road was lined with doggie-themed vendors and people brought their pets down to enjoy the day.  


“This is part of what happens when volunteers really get together,” Copeland said at the  Sept. 28, 2009 council meeting where she presented each group with their check.  “I can’t wait to see what we can do next year!”

For information on next year’s event go to www.fidodoesferndale.org.



P18 of The Ferndale 115 News is supported by The Ferndale Recreation Department Great Pumpkin Roll on November 1st at Martin Road Park.
Free Plants and New Friends:  My View of the Perennial Exchange
By, Crystal A. Proxmire


So here’s how it works – each year a bunch of your neighbors go through their yard and find perennials that they can either get rid of or split off, then they bring them up to the Kulick center and put them all on a big circle of tables and everyone takes home what they want for their own gardens absolutely free!

This year the big day was September 26, and even though the weather was rainy and cool around 20 people made it out to share.  Long time Ferndale resident Virgina Saxton was brought in come ornamental grass and some cone flowers, and she left with some beautiful purple iris and a “mystery flower.”
Even the Master Gardeners could not identify the mystery flower, and though most items were labeled, this small plant with variegated leaves was not.  “I’ll just have to be surprised,” Saxton said.  Master Gardener Mary K. Frederick, also of Ferndale, did have plenty of good information for those at the exchange.  She manned a table full of information on gardening, ecology, and native plants.  Another Ferndale environmental advocate, Michelle Prudi’homme managed a table with composting tips and samples.

In addition to the freely exchanged plants, The Ferndale Beautification Committee handed out free packets of cone flower seeds to help spread the tall hardy plants through the city.  Last month The Ferndale City Council voted to make the cone flower the city’s official flower – displacing the once-revered Zinnia.  

Many groups in Ferndale are involved in spreading natural beauty.  The Ferndale Beautification Commission, The Recreation Department, The Environmental Sustainability Commission, SOCRA (Southeastern Oakland County Water Authority), The Community Farmstand and others.  Keep reading The Ferndale 115 News to find out what “green” things are going on in your neighborhood.

Also make sure you dispose of your fall pumpkins in a fun and environmentally-safe way by bringing them to the Pumpkin Roll at Martin Road Park on Nov. 1 from 12-2pm.

Page 18 of The Ferndale 115 News is brought to you by The Ferndale Recreation Department's Great Pumpkin Roll

November 1  Great Pumpkin Roll 12 – 2 PM at Martin Road Park, 1615 E Lewiston

Not sure what to do with your leftover pumpkins from Halloween?  Have we got the perfect solution!!  Grab your pumpkins and join us on the hill at Martin Rd. Park for the first ever Great Pumpkin Roll!!! Free, unless you need a pumpkin ($3).

www.
ferndale
recreation
.org
P19 of The Ferndale 115 News is sponsored by James Piana in support of Melanie Piana for City Council 2009

 

The Dirt on the DIY

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

The weekend of September 19th saw two large art events in Ferndale, The DIY (Do-It Yourself) Fair on East 9 Mile and the Funky Ferndale Art Show on the West.  Both events had many booths full of wonderful art and masses of visitors – many taking the opportunity to visit both events.  

 

But one group of people you may not have noticed were the volunteers behind the scene who made the event possible, and kept the shows running smoothly.  And on the DIY side of things was group of volunteers led by Environmental Sustainability Commission’s Douglas Christie, who made sure that the DIY was as environmentally-friendly an event as possible.

 

Throughout the sunny weekend Christie and a team of volunteers that ranged from about five people up to about ten at any given time sorted garbage and picked up litter.  Returnable items and paper/cardboard products not included, the group was able to fill up five large blue bins with recyclable items– drastically reducing the amount of waste sent to regular landfills.  The paper and cardboard was recycled separately in compactors.

 

Friday night, before the food vendors arrived, there was only one bag of garbage going to the landfill thanks to the people who took the time to go through the waste bins and divide up the trash, Christie said.  “Saturday and Sunday there was more because of food, but we got out everything that we could and ended up with only about 15 bags of non-recycled garbage each night."  This is an amazing feat considering the thousands who came out to the festival.

 

The crews worked most of the day and stayed late each night making sure nothing was left on the street for the next day’s visitors or for the Department of Public Works to contend with later.  “It was a great crowd,” Christie said, adding that there were no major problems and no one explicitly littering that he saw.

 

“Chris [Johnson] from The WAB supplied the help, and some were employees,” Christie said.  “I also want to thank the volunteers of course and also SOCRRA [Southeastern Oakland County Resource Recovery], the DPW [department of Public Works], the vendors and those attending the event for helping keep Ferndale a clean, green city!”

 

Those who are interested in volunteering for future Ferndale events can contact Christie through the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) at (248) 546-1632.  For more information on the DIY Streetfair go to www.diystreetfair.org.[image: image12.png]



This page of news was supported by James Piana in support of Melanie Piana for City Council 2009.  Share your opinion on this and other stories at editor@ferndale115.com.


Majestic Theatre Drops Gay-Bashing Singer, Hosts Pro-LGBT Show Instead

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

When local LGBT organizations heard that Jamaican reggae singer Buju Banton was doing a show on September 30th at the Majestic Theatre in Detroit the e mails started flying. 

Banton sings about beating, killing, skinning and pouring acid on gay people in his violent songs, and in 2004 was charged with being a participant in the beatings of six gay men in Jamaica though he was acquitted for lack of evidence. 

“Say No To Murder Music” was the message given by Triangle Foundation, Affirmations and Transgender Detroit.  The e mails urged allies to contact the owners of Majestic and ask them to cancel the show.  “If the show is not canceled local LGBT organizations… are prepared to organization a demonstration outside the doors of the theatre the night of the concert,” said the e mail from Affirmations dated September 25.

According to Majestic owner Dave Zainea, over 1,500 people flooded Majestic’s e mail and phone lines – with angry callers even reaching his cell phone.  “We were in a really tough position,” Zainea said.  “We didn’t know about Buju or his lyrics and we certainly don’t approve.  But we still have to pay him because of the contract.  We ended up canceling anyway because it was the right thing to do, but it’s costing us over $10,000.”

Concerts in California, Florida, Illinois, Minnesota, Utah and Virginia have been canceled due to fury over the artist’s lyrics, including all House of Blues locations.  Zainea says that he’s tried getting out of the contract with Buju Banton, but that he is better off paying it rather than risk a dispute with the booking agency involved.  “We do a lot of work with the agency and it makes more sense for us to just eat the cost and not damage our relationship with them.”

Pleased that Zainea decided to cancel the Buju Banton show, local leadership took the opportunity to replace a negative message with a positive one. They will be hosting a pro-gay concert on September 30th instead.  The show will feature between 6 and 8 surprise acts which will be announced later on Monday.  Tickets will be just $10 and the money raised will help Majestic recover their losses.  Triangle Foundation, Affirmations and Transgender Detroit are urging all their supporters to come out and “show their gratitude to the Majestic for taking such a big financial hit in the interest of human rights.”  

For more information on the new pro-gay performance at Majestic Theatre contact Kathleen LaTosch at Affirmations (248) 677-7215 or e mail klatosch@goaffirmations.org.  

P20 of The Ferndale 115 News is brought to you by The Ferndale Recreation Department’s Parent Night Out on October 24 at Kulick Community Center.
Go Fly a Kite!
By, Crystal A. Proxmire

As summer comes to a close and the air turns windy and cool, there is one activity that still brings out the neighbors to the local park (besides football) – kite flying!  On September 19th several kites colored the sky above Martin Road Park in Ferndale, darting about in the sky over the long field and hill.  
Adrien Conn, a kitebuilder from Windsor, enjoyed bringing his creations to Ferndale, where he met longtime friend and kite enthusiast Norman Joy for a day of high-flying fun.  It’s was only Joy’s second time out this year, so he was happy to play with the custom-kite that Conn had built for him.

Joy began flying kites in 1989 when he and his children thought it might be fun to get into.  Now he’s invested in a 75 square foot monster of a kite – red, black and yellow fabric with a long curling tail that cost him about $600.  

“This is a medium-sized one,”  Conn said.  “The biggest I’ve done was 250 square feet, but that one was just for myself.”  Conn began experimenting with kite-building at the age of six, and has traveled the world showing off his wares.  Now, however, he is retired and only flies them for the fun of it.

“It’s a lot more work than you’d think keeping it in the air,” Joy said.  “This is a real sport that requires strength and concentration.”  
“But it’s also relaxing and fun,” Conn added.

Even when Conn and Joy aren’t around, there are often others flying kites at Martin Road Park on the weekend.  “It’s a great place because there is a lot of room,” Conn said.  He looks forward to coming back on other weekends.

Another relaxing activity is the upcoming Parents Night Out at Kulick Community Center.  Ferndale Recreation will watch your children while you have some time to yourself.  That’s on October 24th from 5-9pm at the Kulick Center.  More info at www.ferndalerecreation.org.
Thank you for reading this issue of The Ferndale 115 News.  Subscribe online at www.ferndale115.com.
Sponsorships are just $20 an issue or $30 a month.

Crystal A. Proxmire

The Ferndale 115 News

PO Box 71311

Madison Hts, MI 48071

editor@ferndale115.com
Page 2 of The Ferndale One-Fifteen News is sponsored by:�


Modern Tax & Accounting Services





Robert B. Babut - Accountant/Owner


445 W. Woodruff Avenue


Hazel Park, MI 48030-3226


Phone - (248) 544-2002


Fax - (248) 399-7827


email - � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@moderntaxservice.com" �info@�


� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@moderntaxservice.com" �moderntaxservice�


� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@moderntaxservice.com" ���


� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@moderntaxservice.com" �.com�








Page 4 of The Ferndale One-Fifteen News is sponsored by AJs Music Cafe.��� HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ferndale-MI/AJs-Music-Cafe/82327570761" \l "/pages/Ferndale-MI/AJs-Music-Cafe/82327570761" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/AJSlogosmall.JPG" \* MERGEFORMATINET ������240 W 9 Mile Road�Ferndale, MI 48220���HOME OF:�Ferndale 115 First Monday Meetings�(First Monday of each month come in anytime from noon-2 to talk about current events, community issues, news ideas, questions about the city etc)���For more events look for AJs Cafe on � HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ferndale-MI/AJs-Music-Cafe/82327570761" \l "/pages/Ferndale-MI/AJs-Music-Cafe/82327570761" �Facebook�.��Sign the I Promise America Pledge � HYPERLINK "http://www.ipromiseamerica.com/" �here�.





October 23


Spaghetti Dinner





5 – 7 PM at





Kulick Community Center,


1201 Livernois





M-m-m-m!  Come join us for an all you can eat spaghetti dinner with salad, bread, beverage and dessert.


All proceeds are used to benefit and enhance senior programs.


�


Pre-registration is required.  Adult $6, Senior $5, Child (4-12) $3, under 3 free





www.ferndalerecreation.org





Frank O'Donnell and Helen Weber enjoy the Pub Crawl, an annual event that raised $2,000 for The Ferndale Community Foundation this year.
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Page 15 of The Ferndale 115 is brought to you by:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lennyscopycenter.com/" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/LENNYSxLOGO.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����


Lenny's copy center was founded in October of 2003 by Bob & Mary Lenaway. They are a family run business committed to giving you a warm welcome, a wide variety of products, fair prices, and old fashioned friendly service.


They offer so many things it's hard to believe they can fit everything in one cozy store. Office Supplies, Printing, Engraving, Rubber Stamps, Laminating, Gift Items, Personalized Tee Shirts, Legal Forms, Desktop publishing, Notary Service, Faxing, Imprinted Merchandise, Printers, Business Machines, Tee Shirt Making Supplies, oh and don't forget about the COPIES!


2103 Hilton


(248) 544-6313


www.lennyscopies.com





The 24th Ferndale Area CROP Hunger Walk begins at 2:00 p.m. at Drayton Avenue on Sunday, October 11, 2009. � HYPERLINK "http://www.churchworldservice.org/site/TR/2009FallCROPHungerWalks/General?pg=entry&fr_id=3391" \t "_blank" �CROP Hunger Walks� help children and families worldwide -- and right here in the U.S. -- to have food for today, while building for a better tomorrow. Each year two million CROP Walkers, volunteers, and sponsors nationwide put their hearts and soles in motion, raising over $16 million per year to help end hunger and poverty around the world. The local Ferndale CROP Walk is sponsored each year by the Ferndale Area Churches association. In Ferndale, 25% of all funds donated will go to help the South Oakland Shelter, the Zion Lutheran food pantry and the Ferndale First Baptist food pantry. The remaining funds will be forwarded to � HYPERLINK "http://www.churchworldservice.org/site/PageServer?pagename=contact_michigan" \t "_blank" �Church World Service of Michigan� to help fight hunger in the USA and around the world. Please call or email Drayton Avenue if you would like to participate in the 2009 Walk.
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