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Go to www.ferndale115.com to read the stories listed below. 

It’s called the Ferndale “one-fifteen” because new issues are posted online on the 1st and 15th of each month.  

This is an independent news project managed 

by Ferndale native Crystal Proxmire.  

editor@ferndale115.com
September 1 -14, 2009     FERNDALE’S   ONLINE   NEWSPAPER  

Vol 1, Issue 7

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS:
Lenny’s Copy Center

The Candle Wick Shoppe

Hungry Howies

House of Chants

Allure Kouture

Modern Tax and Accounting Services

Bill Ristov of Dye Salon

American Pop!

Richard Meech Construction

Boston Tea Room

Boost Mobile

Aqua X Independent Distributor Josh Urban

Go to www.ferndale115.com
To read these stories and more:
●Gallery Walks Super Coverage
●Beware to Take Care of Your Trees

●Ferndale Gets Set to Welcome 30 New Families

●Woodward Dream Cruise Traffic Stopping Fun

●Retirement?  Michelle McCullough Not Quite Ready

●Residents Ask City To Reconsider Sidewalk Replacement Plan

●Chaplain Hulbert’s Spirit of Ferndale Dampened but Not Destroyed
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●Beautification Committee Announces August Awards and New Ferndale Flower

●Ferndale Grows More Film Friendly

●Hazelhurst Street Heirloom Tomatoes Win Blue Ribbon at State Fair

●Dream Cruise a Buzz over Bee Hive Challenge

●Six Year Old Recognized for Charitable Lemonade Stand
●FerndaleViews:  AJ Criticizes Cash for Clunkers, Mysterious Writes About Marijuana Expo, Mayor Remembers Ted Kennedy, David Says Bing Should Take Cuts First

● Police Report:  carjacking, meth lab + more


ABOUT THE FERNDALE 115 - FAQS
 WHAT IS THE FERNDALE 115?  The Ferndale 115 is an online community newspaper that comes out on the first and fifteenth of every month (hence the 115 name!).  Our goal is to Inform, Inspire and Unite the people who live, work, and play in Ferndale by providing the news and features you’d expect from a traditional paper – but with many online benefits and less oppressive advertising (and fewer dead trees).


WHO IS THIS BY, AND IS IT OBJECTIVE?  
Editor and publisher Crystal A. Proxmire grew up in
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 (Proxmire with Director Micael Moore)
Ferndale.  She graduated from Hazel Park High school in 1997 and went on to get her degree in Advertising and Public Relations from Grand Valley State.  Proxmire has been a writer and advocate of sharing knowledge and encouraging human potential her entire life.  She started a similar newspaper in 2005 called The Muskegon 115, which was a unique media model at the time.  She hopes to rebuild public faith in the media and its ability to boost a community’s spirit and economy. Politically she hopes to keep the paper as objective as possible, while showing the diverse views and cultures we have here in Ferndale.  All politicians are welcome to share information about each other through this community-driven medium.  



HOW IS THIS DIFFERENT THAN A BLOG?  Blogs are typically opinion pieces written by individuals.  They are a casual form of communication aimed at expressing a personal view.  The Ferndale 115 is a complete newspaper, written by professionals with experience and training in the world of journalism.  We offer news articles, features, a comprehensive community calendar, a regular police report, letters to the editor and everything else you’d expect from a physical newspaper – plus more.  We’ve got an interactive message board, polls, a community views page and links to more information for may of our sources.  We follow journalistic principles of objectivity, and we have a clear goal of Informing, Inspiring and Uniting our readers.



HOW IS THIS DIFFERENT THAN OTHER NEWS-PAPERS IN THE AREA?  Unlike most area papers, The Ferndale 115 focuses almost exclusively on Ferndale.  We have regular coverage of City Council meetings, Chamber of Commerce, DDA and other group activities, as well as a regular Police Report shaving the crime that happens right here in our neighborhoods.  Also our coverage is locally written by people who live and work in Ferndale.  We are often compared to Ferndale Friends, a paper that Crystal A. Proxmire used to write for.  The difference is that Ferndale Friends is a physical paper that comes out every two months and focuses on getting to know the people and businesses in Ferndale.  The Ferndale 115 comes out eight times more frequently and covers many things like news, crime, and events.  It also has the interactive features like the message board and the poll. 



WHY SHOULD I BECOME A SPONSOR?  Becoming a sponsor is a great way to show support for the Ferndale Community.  We aim to be the popular source for community information and your sponsorship helps make that happen. Because of our simple layout, sponsors are given great visibility to our readers.  Sponsor ads can link directly back to their page, a bonus you can’t get through any physical paper.  Each sponsor is featured on the home page, as well as on the covers of all print-copies, AND on our flier that goes out door-to-door to homes and businesses.  You can check the sponsorship page at any time to see how many readers we have and how many fliers we are distributing per issue.  We do a minimum of 2000 fliers per issue, exposure alone worth your small investment.   Each sponsor is also featured on at least one more inside page.  Sign up now for introductory rates.  Send all inquires to editor@ferndale115.com.



HOW CAN I HELP?   Become a regular reader and sign up for our e-mail reminders.  Tell your friends, coworkers, and neighbors about The Ferndale 115.  The more people involved the better it will be.  Send in your letters to the editor and announcements.  Send story ideas and press releases.  Be a sponsor.  Look at our on-going wish list and see if you can do anything in trade.  Consider buying a sponsorship for your favorite group, cause or organization.  



WHERE DO I SEND STORY IDEAS, LETTERS TO THE EDITOR OR PRESS RELEASES? editor@ferndale115.com.  Or The Ferndale 115 PO Box 71311, Madison Heights, MI 48071.



WHY IS YOUR PAGE SO…(BLAH, BLAH, BLAH)?  This page is best viewed using Mozilla Firefox.  Even then, it’s not always so great.  We’re using a simple template we can’t afford to have a better one designed for us.  Our page is simple by intention, but it could be better.  So before you complain, please realize that we already know.  Consider giving a sponsorship so that we can make it better.
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ARE YOU HIRING?  Unfortunately because we are just starting out, we can only afford to pay writers in trade for advertising.  We are currently accepting resumes for a sponsorship sales position.  We are looking for someone with strong Ferndale roots and a proven ability to raise funds in the city.  Send resume to editor@ferndale115.com.



HOW DO I MAKE PAYMENTS?  All payments must be made to Crystal A. Proxmire, who is receiving them as an independent contractor.  Tax ID # available to clients upon request.  There is a Pay Pal form on the home page or you may mail a check to Crystal A. Proxmire, PO Box 72311, Madison Heights, MI 48071.



CAN I USE YOUR PICTURE OR ARTICLE ELSEWHERE?  All images and words on this site are copyright Crystal A. Proxmire, unless otherwise noted.  Reprint fee is $50 per article and $25 per picture and must be approved through me at editor@ferndale115.com.  

HOW CAN I ORDER PICUTRES AND ARTICLE REPRINTS?  The Ferndale 115 offers a CD with many extra pictures taken from each event that we cover for each issue.  These are available for $15 at www.cafepress.com/ferndale115.  Magazine-quality reprints will also be available shortly.

FERNDALE VIEWS  

Send us your brief letter about any topic that is important to you.  We'll chose the best ones to share in this section.  The following views are of the readers indicated - not of this newspaper or it's advertisers.  Send in your FERNDALE VIEWS to editor@ferndale115.com.
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 AJ CRITICIZES
CASH FOR CLUNKERS[image: image2.png]





The following letter was submitted to CNN by AJ O'Neil on Sat. August
1, 2009 at 10:30 am:

While I applaud your coverage of the "cash for clunkers"  automotive
stories broadcast lately, I see your coverage on the last (2) reports
with a "Toyota" dealership as a backdrop. This may seem totally
appropriate to you; however it is questionable at best. Why do you not
have a Detroit affiliate cover Big Three dealerships and report on
the positive impact this program is having in Detroit and elsewhere as
it pertains to Ford, GM, and Chrysler!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

[End of note.]

We must remain as polite, yet vocal as possible to enhance a positive
image of our town and its industry whenever we can.

Thank you for your consideration.

Regards,
AJ O'Neil

Owner AJs Music Cafe

240 W. 9 Mile

 


[image: image3.png]


MYSTERIOUS WRITES IN ABOUT MARIJUANA EXPO[image: image4.png]





For months, I’d been looking forward to attending the Michigan Medical Marijuana Expo.  The event boasted a myriad of vendors, speakers, as well as the opportunity to visit a physician regarding illnesses that could qualify patients for their Michigan Medical Marihuana (yes, it is actually spelled that way) cards.

I was greatly disappointed.  This event was an extraordinary waste of my time, money, and, as a person with a disability, rather limited amount of energy.

From the moment I arrived, I was horrified to discover that the organizers of this event had not considered the importance of maintaining an event that is accessible to people with disabilities.  Parking for the event was haphazard and far away, requiring us to traverse a long, treacherous alley, complete with raised pieces of cement, jungle-like weeds, and used tampons (yuck!), before we even arrived at the entrance gate.

The event itself was also held both indoors and out.  While no fault of the event organizers, it had poured all day, leaving the main vendor area a  gigantic pit of muck.   I saw a man in a wheelchair, literally stranded, while event volunteers busily laid a thick layer of hay to try to counteract the muck, but to no avail.  It was clear that event organizers had not considered a large part of their constituent base when planning an outdoor event in a dirt courtyard, especially in a state like Michigan, where the weather is so unpredictable.

Unfortunately, this was not my first experience with such a glaring oversight at a Michigan medical marijuana event.  During this year’s Hash Bash, which was celebrating the legalization of medicinal cannabis, representatives from the Michigan Medical Marijuana Association organized a mini expo inside Dominick’s, a local restaurant.  Attendees of this mini expo fought packed crowds and narrow stairways in order to access crucial information.  While I’m certain this space was either donated or provided at a very deep discount, which is important to small non-profit organizations on shoestring budgets, people with significant mobility issues or impairments were unable to participate in this event.

When the needs of people with disabilities, chronic pain, and mobility concerns aren’t considered in the medical marijuana movement, it feels as though the movement is being used as a veil for the ability to access recreational substances. It makes me feel like my disability is being co-opted and used by people who experience a lot of privilege in their abilities. Don’t get me wrong, I think marijuana should be fully legalized!  I just really hate feeling left out of a movement that’s supposed to include, represent and empower me.

greencrip, the blog about medical marijuana use from a patient's perspective
http://greencrip.wordpress.com
[please do not print my legal name - I am trying to maintain anonymous on my blog because of unfortunate legal ramifications that could occur]
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MAYOR REMEMBERS TED KENNEDY[image: image6.png]





Very few people in Michigan know of my early political life and might be surprised to learn that I was a delegate to the Democratic National Convention in 1980. I was elected as a Kennedy delegate from the 15th Congressional District of Ohio (Columbus) and went to New York City with my partner in August 1980. I was all of 23 years old.

President Jimmy Carter had lost a huge amount of support in the late 70's, when I was a student at Ohio State University in Columbus. The economy was in a shambles, with unemployment, high inflation, gasoline shortages, and the Iranian hostage crisis was in full swing.

As a young liberal Democratic activist, I started a "Citizens for Kennedy" committee in my working class neighborhood in Columbus' north side. Delegates were selected by caucuses in
congressional districts, prior to the primary. I ran a surprise grass roots campaign to be selected as a Kennedy delegate, and built a coalition of pro-choice, environmental, and gay activists. To everyone's surprise (including my own) I came in first place among hundreds of activists and party workers. I beat out the labor delegates and the party leaders, including the chair of the local party. 

In the Ohio primary, Kennedy did well, although he did not beat Carter in Ohio or in my district. But because of the proportional way delegates were selected, I managed to become a delegate.
Kennedy did well enough in my district to get a couple of pledged delegates.

I was the youngest delegate ever selected and also the first openly Gay delegate from Ohio.
(maybe this won't surprise very many people).

During the convention in New York City, I got in trouble for hanging a giant banner out of my hotel window that read "You forgot us President Carter, 20,000,000 Gay Americans.
I had carried that same banner when Carter toured Columbus, and I will never forget the look on his face when he saw it from his limo. We frowned and shook his head no, disagreeing with my banner.

One of my favorite memories was attending a reception held by the delegates from Puerto Rico, which featured giant bowls of pina coladas. (This wont surprise anyone either !)

Kennedy was a liberal lion, and attempted to carry on the "Chamelot" legacy of his brothers. 
He lost the nomination then, and Carter of course lost the election to Ronald Reagan. I never got to meet him, but at the Gay caucus (there were about 75 gay delegates at the convention) we were visited by a nephew.

My first Democratic party activism was in 1972, when I ran a neighborhood campaign for George McGovern. I was 15 years old, and protesting the Viet Nam war. And of course last year, I was an early endorser and campaigner for Barak Obama.

Maybe none of this surprises anyone. Some things just don't change.

Ferndale Mayor Craig Covey

http://coveys-corner.blogspot.com/
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DAVID SAYS BING SHOULD TAKE FIRST CUTS[image: image8.png]



 

City of Detroit unions are right...to demand that Mayor Bing make budget cuts at the top...then go back to the unions after demonstrating his resolve to cut the budget.

 

The Mayor should make $100,000 a year, until the budget is balanced for good...and no one in city government should make more....including department heads and staff members.

 

Detroit has less than 900,000 residents, but nine, count them 9 budgeted council members, plus staff - Detroit doesn't need but five (5) to seven (7) council members and a reduced staffing level. Council members should make only $60,000. (that's more than a police officer), and the $697,000 office budget, per council member, should be cut in half, until Detroit is up and running in budget black, Detroit's neighborhoods are revitalized and the schools and streets are safe to walk and live on.

Every council candidate should pledge to reduce the number of council members and their staff budgets to get endorsements.

 

Then Mayor Bing would deserve to have public support for union concessions...

 

David L. Malhalab

Detroit
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WHAT IS YOUR OPINION?  Write to us at editor@ferndale115.com.  Try to aim for 500 words or less.  Include your mailing address for the gift certificate if your submission is selected.[image: image10.png]





Thank you to our sponsors:

Lenny’s Copy Center, The Candle Wick Shoppe, Hungry Howies, House of Chants, Allure Kouture, Bill Ristov of Dye Salon, American Pop, The Aff Café, Boost Mobile, Rick Meech Construction and Aqua X Distributor Joshua Urban.   

For more information on any of these

 great sponsors please go to

www.ferndale115.com
On August 17th, I was fortunate enough to attend the joint Ferndale City Council and Ferndale School Board meeting.  One of the items discussed was the feasibility of eliminating the annual May School Board elections and combining them with the November elections.  

Over the past three years, the May elections have cost Ferndale residents nearly $24,000, with less than 3% of registered voters coming out to vote in the May election for 2008 and 2009.  One of the drawbacks to eliminating the May School Board elections is that the School Board would have to change their terms from 4 years to 6 years.  

We’re fortunate to have dedicated School Board members that have invested themselves for many years.  If you look at the history of elected school board members, most members have served at least two 4-year terms (8 years), and many have served three terms (12 years).  We know that most people who have served on our school board have committed themselves for at least 6 years.  Moving from 4 to 6 year terms should not be a difficult change for these dedicated individuals.

 
The costs of running elections continue to rise every year.  The May 2010 School Board election is expected to cost Ferndale residents over $10,000.  To some, that may not be much, but in the August 24th consent agenda, Cou ncil approved over $10,000 to purchase 5 desktop computers and 4 laptop computers for the CDS Department.  

 

If you agree with I have shared, then my request to the residents is that you contact the Ferndale School Board and request that they support combining the School Board elections with the existing November elections.  Time is of the essence…The Ferndale School Board will need to approve this change by December 31st in order to eliminate the May 2010 election.

-Greg Pawlica, Ferndale City Council Candidate

As part of their Third Thursdays program, the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) hosted The Downtown Elegance and Gallery Walk on Thursday, Aug. 20, 2009.  People came from miles around to see eight fabulous exhibits at local stores and galleries.  Some even rode the free trolley that connects Ferndale with Royal Oak and other suburban shopping districts. In tribute to the artistic spirit of Ferndale, the Ferndale 115 presents a tour of the Gallery Walk as seen through one reporter’s eyes…
Gallery Walk Super-Coverage – G1 – Blumz Presents Priscilla Eggen
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“It was love at first touch.” 
That’s what Ferndale-based artist Priscilla Eggen says about her first pottery class back in 1975.  “I was able to fit in a pottery class while my youngest daughter was in kindergarten,” Eggen says.  “I have been working at it ever since.”

Eggens fine high-fire porcelain and stoneware pieces, adorned with delicate purple iris’, looked lovely laid out on tables surrounded by the colorful beauty of the flowers inside Blumz by JR Designs at 503 E. 9 Mile.  “The pairing of my work at Blumz for the Gallery Walk was a natural,” Eggen says.
All of Eggen’s work is meant to be practical, as evidenced by the pairing of flower and vase in the Blumz display.  But beyond looking pretty and being able to get wet, each piece is also oven-proof, microwave safe and dishwasher safe.  “My work is meant to be used and enjoyed,” she says.  All pieces are for sale on Eggen’s website www.clayetc.com.  

This friendly local pottery artist also has a studio, complete with firing ovens and a showroom, located at 701 Livernois in Ferndale.  “I work at my studio all year long and love what I do,” she says.  “I often compare myself to a golf pro; I get to get up every day and play my favorite game!”  
She offers tours for groups of eight or more, with wheel throwing demonstrations that show just how her amazing work is done.  There are also wine and cheese parties and a big annual open house in November.  For more information contact Priscilla Eggen at (248) 399-3294, or go to www.clayetc.com.  For more information on Blumz by JR Designs at (248) 398-5130, or go to www.blumz.com.
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Gallery Walk Super-Coverage – G2 – State of the Art Framing Presenting Sandi Wheaton

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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When you look at the work of photographer Sandi Wheaton, you get a little something extra that you may not notice at first glance.  It’s the extra glow about the human skin,  the depth of the darkness of the sky, and the radiant white shimmer of translucent-looking leaves when normally they would be gray or black.

The unique visual juxtapositions are not just some Photoshopped touch-up, but the product of a unique kind of film that captures ultra-violet light.  Kodak Professional Infrared Film captures the visual light spectrum and about 900 nanometers into the infrared spectrum, giving photographs the unusual appearance.  The film is used in fine art photography, commercial and scientific applications.

Wheaton has used it to captures sand dunes in the Mojave Desert, the Salton Sea, Buddhist temples in Japan and perhaps her most memorable project – the remains of historic Route 66.

“The very first picture that I took with that film was also the first picture I took on Route 66,” Wheaton said at the Gallery Walk showing of her work at State of the Art Custom Framing at 918 W. Nine Mile on August 20, 2009.  The photo was of a ’62 Chrysler left in the desert of Ludlow, CA.  The wide grill reflects the sunlight quite nicely.  But the trees in the background are what trick the eye.  They seem to sprout right from the convertible’s back seat, and glow nearly white as if giving off some ghost-like energy.

Wheaton explained that the infrared film picks up light that the human eye can’t see.  Kodak stopped making the film last year, and as Wheaton prepares to leave her home in Ontario to shoot the rest of Route 66, she has only 35 rolls left.  After that she expects it would be really hard to find more.
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“I think it’s ironic – the idea that the film is obsolete an I’m capturing such an obsolete place,”  Wheaton said.  Route 66 was officially established in 1926.  It was a long route from Chicago to California with a great deal of history.  As the Interstate System grew, the highway became obsolete.  It was removed from the US Highway system in 1985, though many places along the route have been renamed as State Highways or historic landmarks.

Wheaton enjoyed the Gallery Walk and her reception at State of the Art.  The opening featured wine by B. Nektar as well as snacks and a healthy stream of visitors.  State of the Art also featured Detroit-based photography by Jeff White (who wasn’t there when I stopped by).  State of the Art does not yet have a website, but you can find them on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/pages/Ferndale-MI/State-of-the-Art-Framing-Gallery.  

For more information on Sandi Wheaton and her work go to www.sandiwheaton.com. 
Gallery Walk Super-Coverage – G3 – Judy Eliyas

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

What is black and white and red all over?  That would be photographer Judy Eliyas and her radiantly blushing cheeks as she giggled and took compliments at the Gallery Walk on Thursday, August 20, 2009 in downtown Ferndale.  The fashionable photographer, along with handsome husband and friends, dressed in the style of “elegance,” the theme for the Thursdays on the Nine event.  Eliyas wore a classic little black dress while hubby Tom Zomber wore black slacks with a black, white and gray toned Hawaiian shirt.  The couple’s classy style fit right in with the giant black and white portraits that filled the walls of the gallery.    
Eliyas’ openly welcomed visitors, encouraging them to browse through the albums on the tables and shelves and to enjoy the hour d’ouvres that were served by Kathleen O’Neill of The Canape Cart, a Ferndale-based, sustainability-minded catering company.  
“Everyone’s been having so much fun,” Eliays said as she took a moment away from the spotlight for a moment to answer some questions for the press. 
 “I was doing commercial photography out of college and I just didn’t like it.  I also have been teaching since 1983, but I also wanted to do more.  In 1991 I knew I wanted to do people photography and have my own studio for that.”
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Elias grew up in upstate New York, but her love of photography brought her to Michigan in 1981 where she got her Masters in fine art photography from Cranbrook.  Shas lived in Ferndale since 1986, a place she calls “more bohemian” than the surrounding areas.  She lives and works in her Ferndale Studio located at 611 W. Nine Mile Road here she is happy to set her own hours and do the creative portraiture work that she truly enjoys.
To see more of Eliyas’ work, check out her website at www.judyeliyas.com or call (248) 399-6699 to set up an appointment.  Eliyas specializes in artistic black and white portraits and photography, including for weddings, business and other events.

Gallery Walk Super-Coverage – G4 – Affirmations Presents Tony Lowe,
By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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The Thursdays on the Nine theme of Elegance was no better represented than at the Pittman-Puckett Gallery inside Affirmations with their presentation of Tony Lowe’s collection “Diva Elegance.”  These bold and beautiful drag queen portraits drew dozens of people into the 17,000 square foot, environmentally “green” LGBT community center located at 290 W. 9 Mile Road.

Each guest to the opening was given a long-stemmed red rose and information about the photographer and his work.  Lowe was on hand to greet guests and answer questions.

“This collection of images is my Royal Family, both Queens and Princesses,” Lowe says.  “Family is often who one chooses to include and be included with – where one is comfortable and loved. …These Royals are needed, loved and the idols of our community.”
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Tommy Martinez, a drag performer and model from Trenton was one of Lowe’s subjects for the project.  “I love doing drag,” Martinez said.  “I enjoy the transformation process.  It’s fun and entertaining.”  On stage and for the camera, Martinez becomes Jenevieve Jacobs, a leggy golden-skinned diva with the fashion sense of a star. 

“Tony is a great photographer because he lets you do your own thing.  There’s some direction in it, because he wants you to have a certain look.  But he’s really easy to work with, and fun,” Martinez says.
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The exhibit began as a project for Martinez’s film class at Oakland Community College.  “Kay Young was my teacher who got me into the studio, and flung me into it,” Lowe says.  “I’m not certain what I want to do yet, but I hope to integrate photography into my life.”  Lowe goes to college and works at a library and at a bar to pay the bills.  With a year and half of school left, he sees no hurry to rush into anything.  
For information on purchasing 22 x 24 inch prints of Lowe’s work, please check out the exhibit at Affirmations now through Labor Day.

Gallery Walk Super-Coverage – G5 – Angels Café Presents Multiple Artists

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

Sean MacNish of Ferndale and Lynda Edwards of Warren enjoyed the Third Thursdays Downtown Elegance event from the comfort of a table perched in the window of Angel’s Café at 214 W. Nine Mile Road on August 20, 2009.  The women people-watched and chatted as Angel Café owner Keith Pierce prepared their meal from scratch.

“We didn’t know there was anything special going on,” Edwards said.  “We just came down to eat here.  I like this place.  The art is nice too.”  The ladies said they enjoyed downtown Ferndale and seeing so many people out “shopping and doing things.”
Angels Café combines fine dining, art and music in a unique European-style setting.  Pierce lived abroad for five years, studying cooking in Italy and France.  Now in Ferndale he is offering an ever-changing menu of moderately-priced dishes that are made from as many natural, organic ingredients as possible.

“I like feeding people and making them smile,” Edwards said.  “I also love art, even though I don’t have time to do it anymore.”

Yes, in addition to making art on the plate, Edwards himself is a former painter of landscapes and portraits.  Some of his work is featured on the walls of Angels Café, along with a variety of paintings from various artists.  

“Right now there is no specific theme, but there are some Polish pieces from the turn of the century,” Edwards says of the eclectic works which are being sold on commission for a friend.  Angels Café does not begin doing gallery shows until the fall because that is a much better time to find buyers.

[image: image30.jpg]



“I try to tell artists to price their work so that it is affordable to people to buy for their homes or to give as gifts.  People can’t pay $200 for art right now, especially when they can go to a store and buy something for much less.  It doesn’t devalue your work.  It makes it accessible to everyone.  In this economy that’s what you have to do,” he advised.  He is still looking for art to feature in the upcoming season, but is adamant that artists have their work already framed and ready for sale before contacting him.

Unfortunately the Gallery Walk did not bring in much new traffic, but it did introduce a couple new people to Pierce and his artistic creations  - the ones that delight the eyes as well as the taste buds.  
Peirce says that most of his revenue comes from private parties.  “We get a lot of wedding rehearsal dinners, bridal shower parties, tea parties and stuff like that.  People who want good food in a nice, quiet setting.”

For more information on Angel’s Café or on how you can have your work shown there, go to www.angelscafeofferndale.com or call (248) 541-0888.

Gallery Walk Super-Coverage – G6 – Paramount Presents Daniel Cascardo 
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By, Crystal A. Proxmire
Stop six in our Gallery Walk Super-Coverage was to Community Arts @ Paramount Bank at 22635 Woodward to check out well-known Ferndale favorite Daniel Cascardo. 

You may not recognize the name, but if you’ve had your eyes open in downtown Ferndale you’ve probably seen his work.  Two of his bright, eccentric murals grace the downtown cityscape – one along the walkway between the Ferndale Arts Building and American Pop (195-175 W. Nine Mile), and the other which is still partially visible on the wall of the new Rosie O’Grady’s on the corner of W. Nine and Allen.

The showing at Paramount introduced Ferndale Gallery Walkers to even more of his imagination-inspiring art.  The exhibit “Muse on My Shoulder” featured a range of cathartic feats – from the multicolored feline stature slinking across the gallery floor, to the mannequins in the corner dressed as if they were going to some intergalactic disco cartoon party, and of course the kooky paintings that many of us recognize as familiar and Ferndalesque.

“I just like working in the moment,” Cascardo said.  “That’s what my work is trying to capture.”

The Royal Oak-based artist did a live painting demonstration at the opening, accompanied by percussionist Mark Whitsett on the traditional drums.

Paramount Bank Branch Manager John McQuiggin considered the Gallery Walk “very well perceived.  We saw a big increase in traffic over other openings, about 75 people or so through the night.”
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McQuiggin was happy that the board choose Cascardo’s work.  “The Chairman of the Board’s wife saw his work and recommended we take a look at it,” he said.  “He came in with an impressive portfolio and we thought we’d like to have him here since he’s done work in Ferndale in the past.  We support the local art community by offering free space not only for known artists but for others who may not have the opportunity to showcase their work elsewhere.”
In addition to painting, Cascardo is also an art teacher for kids and adults with disabilities.  “Everybody can make art.  It’s all about getting inspiration from your imagination.  I try to teach people to be spontaneous,” he said.

For more information about Community Arts @ Paramount Bank, go to www.theparamountbankgallery.com.  For more information about Daniel Cascardo and his work or art classes, check out his website at www.danielcascardo.com.  Muse on my Shoulder will be on display through September 21, 2009.
Gallery Walk Super-Coverage – G7 – Lawrence Street Gallery Presents George Booth By Jessica Carreras
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George Booth doesn’t travel much anymore – except the occasional trip to Florida. But although the Dearborn Heights-based photographer’s days of snapping shots in Afghanistan and documenting events in Wales are long gone, his artistry is far from over.

A Masters of Arts graduate from Wayne State University, Booth is a member and former president of the Scarab Club in Detroit, where he has a studio. He has exhibited at the Detroit Institute of Arts and is a staple in many private collections.

Some years ago, he even went abroad to photograph famous ancient status and structures in Iran, Pakistan and Afghanistan with his advisor at WSU. 
The places that his art took him have left Booth with a lifetime of memories and worthwhile experiences. “Art is a very rewarding thing,” he concludes. “I think life without art is very dull.”
And at 78 years old, Booth’s life as a prolific artist is anything but dull – a fact that can be attested by his latest collection, “Image as Obsession,” showing Aug. 5-29 at the Lawrence Street Gallery in Ferndale.

Booth chose the gallery both for his interest in Ferndale and because, as he puts it, “like Mt. Everest, because it’s there.”

Though he’s exhibited in invitational shows there before, this will be his first solo show at Lawrence Street. “Ferndale is an interesting community,” he muses. “I exhibit at a number of venues so, why Lawrence Street? Well, it is a venue that's available and they're very friendly, amenable. Not that it's the easiest thing in the world to get a solo show there.”

But Booth managed to.

The name of the exhibit is Booth’s own conception, rooted in the idea that everyone is obsessed about something; in his case, photography. 

“I've been a photographer all my life and I think a person's choices become somewhat obsessive,” he explains. “There are things that we do that we almost can't stop doing it. … like itching, scratching, drinking, eating - certain things become obsessive.”

Luckily for Booth, his fixation is not a compulsion, but a passion. “It is (my obsession) – art and photography,” he claims. “It's part of my nature. It's part of my being.”

The exhibition at Lawrence Street consisted mainly of female nudes, but also included some composite work of several photos put together. “I do a lot of composites and there will be some composites of - well, I've done some traveling and have some photos of some very interesting places in the world,” he teases.

And though Booth also attests to dabbling in drawing, all images seen at the gallery will be photographs. Just don’t tell him that’s not art.

Booth, who is trained as a fine artist, is quick to explain that though photography is sometimes seen as lesser than painting or drawing, he doesn’t see it as such – and neither should anyone else. “A photographer is a fine artist. Photographers are not second class,” he says adamantly. “They used to be – photography had a terrible time being admitted as an art … it had been relegated to second-class citizenship as a skill or craft. I consider it a fine art.”

And, Booth hopes so will viewers of his work. 

For more information on the Lawrence Street Gallery and “Image as Obsession,” visit www.lawrencestreetgallery.com.

Gallery Walk Super-Coverage – G8 – Touch of Light Presents John Fitzpartrick’s Handblown Glass

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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The last, and unfortunately furthest, stop on the Gallery Walk was at The Touch of Light Studio & Gallerie of Handblown Glass at 23426 Woodward Avenue, featuring the hand-blown glass of John Fitzpatrick.

The Studio has a 25 year history in Ferndale, and the creator himself has a history of professional glassware design dating back to his journey to Orrefors Sweeden in 1979.  There he studied in an intensive, world-renouned school called Orrefors Glasskolan.  In Europe he worked with many glass studios, learning all he could from each for about five years before returning to Ferndale to start his own studio close to home.

Touch of Light stayed open extended hours on Thursday, August 20, 2009 for the Gallery Walk, but unfortunately did not see any increased traffic.  Fitzpatrick says that he gets a lot of his customers from people just driving by.  “I try to keep the lights bright and lots of color in the windows,” he says.
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Among the shelves of one-of-a-kind glassware you’ll find bowls, vases, bottles, plates, candleholders and more.  And in the back you can see the giant kilns and other glass-blowing equipment.  Fitzpatrick often gives glass-blowing demonstrations and classes at his studio for a small fee. The studio is open Tuesday through Friday from 11am to 6pm, and on Saturday from 10am to 5pm.  For more information go to www.touchoflight.com.
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Beware to Take Care of Your Trees
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By,Crystal A. Proxmire

Damaged or dying trees and limbs can create serious problems if they fall, as seen by the power outage that affected residents in the NW quadrant of the city on August 16-17, 2009.

According to Department of Public Works (DPW) Director Byron Photiates, the outage was caused by a large Red Oak tree falling in the 400 block of West Maplehurst that Sunday night.  “The tree appeared outwardly healthy,” Photiates said.  
“But about 90% of its inside had 
decayed and was infested with carpenter ants.”

The power went out Sunday evening and was not restored until Monday morning, inconveniencing hundreds of residents and several business owners.

Photiates explained that DTE Energy “has sole control and responsibility” when it comes to making sure homes have power.  The city has little control over trees, as it is the property owner’s responsibility to care for them.

“Unless trees are diseased elms or they are hazardous and over-hang the public right-of-way, the city does not have the right to trim or remove them,” he said.  Every three years the DPW injects its remaining 36 American Elms with a fungicide called Arbotect to protect them from Dutch Elm disease, which has wiped out many trees in the area.  
DTE Spokesperson Scott Simons said that about 2/3 of storm-related outages are tree-related.  The company works year round to try and keep a safe distance clear around their equipment.  “We spend about $40 million per year to maintain a 10-foot clearance between power lines and trees.  We employ more than 500 professional tree trimmers to maintain the 3.5 million trees in our service area.”
Simons says that the goal is to keep customers’ trees “alive, healthy and out of harm’s way.”  He says that crews use a directional pruning method that only removes branches that post a threat to power lines, and directs new growth away from the lines.  “As we trim, trees are less susceptible to disease and insect problems and because they’re stronger they’re more resistant to high winds and heavy ice.”  
Customers are responsible for keeping tree branches away from the wires leading to their homes, and DET recommends that customers hire a professional tree service to do this trimming.  According to their website, www.dteenergy.com, potential costs for not properly removing a dead or damaged tree could include “death, injuries, damage to your home, damage to neighbors’ homes and damage to vehicles.  Property owners are responsible for damage that occurs as a result of falling trees, and property insurance may not cover damage caused by dead or dying trees.”

For more information on keeping healthy trees, go to www.arborday.org,  or check out this pamphlet by the South Oakland Watershed Association: http://www.socwa.org/nature/PDF/Trees%20for%20Tomorrow%202009.pdf .

Ferndale Gets Set to Welcome 30 New Families
By, Crystal A. Proxmire

Thanks to a $1 million stimulus package through the US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)’s Neighborhood Stabilization Program, up to thirty new families could be moving into once-vacant foreclosed homes throughout Ferndale beginning in September 2009.
According to Community Development Director Marsha Scheer, the city has already lined up 12 of the up to 30 homes which will then be purchased by families who qualify.  Twenty-five percent of the families are low income.

“This is a great program for the city, the school district and the new families moving into Ferndale.  People will be able to see Federal stimulus dollars spent in their neighborhood rehabilitating problem properties.  Young buyers will be able to afford a home.  Taxes will be collected as opposed to having vacant or foreclosed properties which are a blight to any neighborhood,” Scheer said.  Potential homebuyers are currently being interviewed on a first-come first-served basis.  Each buyer is matched with a home they can afford.

The city is planning a press conference in September to announce more details about the program and to showcase the first home ever purchased through the new stimulus package.  

In order to help welcome these new families into the community, Scheer has teamed up with Jennifer Roosenberg of the Ferndale Chamber of Commerce and other local businesses to put together care packages for the new homes.  Sharon Chess, Adrian Greer, Pam Bellaver and Ken Seawell are all pitching in, and the Ferndale 115 is going to try and raise money to buy items for first aid kits.  
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Roosenberg has been trying to recruit members to donate items for the package.  “Given there are low income, single mothers with several children, the bags should have items they can really use.  For example, gift certificates to inexpensive eateries, grocery stores, etc.  Maybe a cleaning care packet with a bucket and cleaning supplies, etc.”
“I think anytime someone moves into a new area and they are not familiar with the local restaurants and shops, coupons and gift certificates encourage them to try something new. In addition, being presented with these items from local merchants will leave them with a positive feeling about that local shop and about our town in general,” she added.

Those interested in helping make the new Ferndale families feel welcome by donating useful items or gift certificates, can contact Jennifer Roosenberg at The Ferndale Chamber of Commerce, 407 E. Nine Mile, (248) 542-2160, or e mail Jennifer@ferndalechamber.com.  
If you would like to make a donation towards the first aid kits that the Ferndale 115 is hoping to put together, please donate via Pay Pal at the button on our website www.ferndale115.com.  Half of the money donated will be used for first aid items for the new families, the other half will be used to keep The Ferndale 115 in business. 
Woodward Dream Cruise – Traffic-stopping fun

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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Police and volunteers from various groups manned the barricades of the Dream Cruise event, warning bicyclists to walk their bikes through the crowded sidewalks and streets.  Though not the most obvious thing about the 15th Annual Woodward Dream Cruise Celebration, it was an important clue to just one of the side stories that happens in life when masses of people get together.   The baracades and watchful volunteers thwarted attempts by several unidentified bike enthusiasts to hold a “Critical Mass” protest of the traffic-jam themed event.  
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The unknown rebellious-types put fliers up around town in the weeks before the Aug 14-16th car cruising event which goes from Ferndale up to Pontiac along the famous eight-lane Woodward Avenue.  The event is famous for its gathering of classic cars and family-fun activities, but is criticized by the local environmentalists for it’s pollution.  

The protest fliers promised a mass bike ride through the cruising cars, led by Lance Armstrong – who of course did not make it.  Bicyclists in the area of the library at the posted time were sent away by police and ordered not to ride in the event area and there are unconfirmed reports that police arrested people on bikes for obstructing traffic.

 

But other than the protest that almost was, the Dream Cruise was relatively drama-free.  The event is a popular Metro Detroit gathering, with reports of over a million people involved in the three-day celebration.  

It began at 5:00 on Friday evening with a ribbon-cutting ceremony led by Mayor Pro Tem Scott Galloway.  The presentation included AJ O’Neil of AJ’s Café, who talked about the world-record Assembly Line Concert that had been held in Ferndale earlier in the year, and the guys from Detroit Brothers custom motorcycle shop.  

There was an Emergency Vehicle Show, a VIP party at Rosie O’Grady’s to benefit Fern Care, Mustang Alley, and The RetroFest featuring a Kids Play Zone, stock car racing and a bee hive hairstyle contest. 

Volunteers like Matt Nowaczok and JoAnn Wolcott kept the event running smoothly.  Nowaczok supervised the community service cleaning crew, who picked up litter and kept the streets of Ferndale clean.  And though I'm sure she did much more, the times I saw JoAnn she was delivering water to other volunteers and selling tee shirts.

For more information about the annual Woodward Dream Cruise in Ferndale, please go to www.FerndaleDreamCruise.com. 

 

For a collection of Dream Cruise pics that you can view and use, please order a copy of the Sept. 1, 2009 Bonus CD at www.cafepress.com/ferndale115.  (CD available Sept. 10th).  There are bonus pictures from most of the events covered, as well as a complete copy of the print edition. The small fee helps us keep The Ferndale 115 in business, and the CDs are professionally-produced, collectible CDs with a unique picture on the cover of each one.
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look at that pretty junk in this classic car's trunk
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Who can name this band?
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Cars and flowers, a lovely Ferndale combination
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Volunteers make all the difference!
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The view of Mustang Alley from Lofts on the 9 
(thanks Rick for letting me in!)

Retirement?

Michelle McCullough is: Not Quite Ready
By Jessica Carreras

Michelle McCullough stopped working for the 43rd District Court in Ferndale on June 30 – but it’s hardly what anyone would call a retirement.

Instead, she calls it a “turning point.” “I just turned 50,” she admits without hesitation. “I started in 1981 (at the court) and had 28 years in there and I felt that 50 was a good period in my life to pursue something different.”

McCullough began her career just as Judge Voss took the bench in January of 1981 after working for him when he was an attorney. “I did not even anticipate court administration,” she says of the position.

But apparently, it stuck. After working contractually for several years while having her two daughters, McCullough worked as a clerk and eventually, was promoted to court administrator in 1992 – a position she held until the day she left. 

Now, after a life of court administration, McCullough lives in White Lake, where she moved to a few years ago with her husband, an ex-Ferndale police officer who retired in 2005.

She loves where she lives now on a 5-acre farm, but says she sometimes misses Ferndale. “I miss the closeness of the community,” she explains. “The community is small enough that everybody knows everybody. I miss that small town closeness.”

Thankfully, life is providing her with many new opportunities since her departure. McCullough now works for the property management company Princeton Management, but has aspirations to become a flight attendant. “Ever since I was a little girl I always wanted to work for airlines and wanted to become a flight attendant,” McCullough says. “Back in the ‘70s, I worked for Delta as a sales agent, but I was called and got the job at the court.”

However, work at the courthouse turned out to be just as exciting as any job she could have hoped for. Though her job as court administrator mainly entailed daily operations like keeping organized files, submitting reports, human resource management and balancing cash drawers, it also held a quite bit of power and a dash of excitement now and then.

“We did have a high profile case that came through several years ago –  a serial killer,” McCullough recalls. “They brought him in from Texas because he had committed a murder in the city of Ferndale, so I was in charge of coordinating all the media coverage for that case. It took a lot of organization and having to deal with agencies in other states.”

She also remembered a drug ring bust that took place in the city while she worked for the district court, and another murder case involving a carnival worker who had murdered an elderly couple.

Though Ferndale is known as a relatively safe city, McCullough says working in the courts gave a slightly different perspective. “We had a couple of cases come through our court that required a lot of high security. That was quite interesting,” she says. “Every city has its crime and the crime there, I guess unless you come in … or are familiar with the court system, you wouldn’t see it.”

But Ferndale’s crime wasn’t where McCullough’s passion lied.

Before her move to White Lake, McCullough was very involved in the Ferndale community. She did volunteer work for the Ferndale Alumni Network, the Ferndale High School Senior All Night Party, Mothers Against Drunk Driving and served as the executive board secretary for Ferndale Youth Assistance.

She was also a member of the Michigan Association of Court Administrators, which honored her with the Court Administrator of the Year Award this year. “It just made me feel really special,” she says of winning the award. “I was totally surprised … it was just a good feeling that my coworkers felt that I was good enough to achieve that.”

And though McCullough has achieved a lot, her retirement from the courthouse won’t mean the end of her accomplishments. She still intends to pursue her dream of becoming a flight attendant – but mostly, her intentions are just to enjoy life to the fullest. “I’m not the type of person to sit still and just sit around,” McCullough insists. “I wanted to get another job. I just wanted to see what else I could do.”
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Residents Ask City to Reconsider Sidewalk Replacement Plan

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

Several citizens spoke up at the Aug. 24, 2009 City Council meeting, voicing concerns over the city’s sidewalk replacement program.  The sidewalk replacement plan began in 1992 as a ten-year plan to replace damaged slabs throughout the city in phases.  In 2002 City Council assessed the plan to be a success and voted to extend it another ten years. We are currently facing the third round of repairs in that plan.

Some are concerned that their sidewalk gaps may not have been measured correctly, while others simply disagree that this is a necessary expense while that are so many struggling already to pay their taxes and keep their homes.  Others wondered why homeowers are being assessed for damage caused by trees that are located on the city property between the street and the sidewalk.

Barb Lanowski (sp?) of 236 LaPrarie was one of the residents who came before council to complain.  “It’s already been repaired once in a ten year span, that’s not a good time limitation on concrete,” she said.  “Two that are caused by damage from the tree and poor workmanship are not my responsibility.”
After hearing about 15 minutes worth of public concern, Mayor Craig Covey announced that the Highway Committee would not be recommending that the city proceed with the parking lot program for 1999.  The committee, made up of Covey, Councilman Mike Lennon and City Treasurer/Assessor Jay Singh, sent a memo giving no written recommendation and leaving the decision up to council to figure out how best to proceed.  “We wanted to bring up the suggestion verbally that the city post-pone the program for a year.”
Mayor Pro Tem Scott Galloway moved that the decision to replace the sidewalks go back to the Highway Committee for a more definitive recommendation, which council is expected to hear at the next city concil meeting September 14, 2009. 

In the meantime, Department of Public Works Director Byron Photides and City Sidewalk Inspector Chuck Tucker will be contacting the residents who complained to see if their concerns can be further addressed.  

Covey insists that the Highway Committee will be voting to delay the program to be voted on again next year.  

If the council does vote to keep the sidewalk replacement programs, residents will be assessed $94.50 per slab (or $102.94 for large slabs) for sidewalks that are damaged or are uneven.  Covey explained that prior to the ten-year programs the city experienced lawsuits over poorly maintained sidewalks.  He said that good sidewalks add to property values, make it easier to remove snow and ice in the winter and increases the mobility of handicapped residents.  

Residents who cannot afford to pay the assessment at once can apply to a Hardship Committee to be set up with a payment plan.  Those with questions about their assessments can contact the DPW at (248) 546-2525.  

If you would like to share your opinion on the sidewalk assessments, send in a letter to our Ferndale Views Section!

Chaplain Hulbert’s Spirit of Ferndale Dampened but not Destroyed
By, Crystal A. Proxmire

Rain may have kept people away from the Spirit of Ferndale celebration, but it didn’t dampen the spirit of Ross Hulbert the Spiritual Health Director for the upcoming Fern Care Free Health Clinic.  Hulbert and other Fern Care volunteers came up with the idea for a three day Spirit of Ferndale Celebration to raise money for the Spiritual Health Clinic that will be part of Fern Care.  Spiritual counseling is not a requirement for patients, but it will be available free of charge to those who request it.

The Spirit of Ferndale took place from August 21-23, 2009 at Martin Road Park, a weekend that was plagued by unseasonably cold weather, gray skies and intermittent rain.  Children who lived on the outskirts of the park came out to free cheerleading camp, talent shows, bingo, karaoke, and a dog show.  They also had a gigantic inflatable Titanic slide that entertained about a dozen children on Saturday afternoon when the sun was out for a brief visit.  
Organizers had hoped to raise money by selling inexpensive refreshments.  They offered a hot dog, soda and a snack for just $2, yet there just weren’t enough people to make any extra income to go to the clinic.  It did, however, give us a chance to talk with Hulbert about the Spiritual Health Clinic and about his work with Fern Care and as the Chaplain of the Ferndale Police Auxiliary.
Chaplain Hulbert and his family have lived in Ferndale since 1986.  About four years ago he lost his job in the auto industry.  Fortunately he now crunches numbers at Credit Union One as a records technician.  But for a time he was out of work and did not have health insurance.  “That’s what prompted me to help with Fern Care,” Hulbert said.  “I heard about Fern Care and I wanted to help out.  They needed somewhere to have the clinic and I said I’ll find you a building if I can have a Chaplain’s office.”  And according to Hulbert after months of searching for an affordable spot, Credit Union One is donating a building for three years,  which is located at 459 E 9 Mile in Ferndale.
Spiritual health counseling will be provided by the International Fellowship of Chaplains (IFOC), a group that provides training, certification and support for Chaplains.  Chaplains are trained to be non-denominational counselors, often in times of crisis, to people outside of an organized church setting.  In addition to being Chaplain for Fern Care, Hulbert serves as the Chaplain for the Ferndale Police Auxiliary.  The Police Auxiliary is a group of volunteers that assists the Police Department with special tasks like crowd and traffic control, doing house checks for residents while they are on vacation, assisting at crime scenes, and representing the Police Department at events.  Each Auxiliary officer goes through over 120 hours of classes and range time.  They volunteer their time, and also are required to purchase their own equipment including a department-approved firearm, radios, and other equipment that often costs $1,500 or more.

As the Chaplain for the Ferndale Police Auxiliary, Hulbert is also responsible for counseling families after traumatic incidents.  Since Hulbert became certified as a Chaplain and joined the force four years ago, he has helped three families through suicide and one who lost a loved one to homicide.  He also talks to prisoners who are being held in the jail in Ferndale to see if they need guidance of any kind. “A Chaplain’s job is taking care of the needs of the people, that’s how we serve God.”

Through the Fern Care Clinic the IFOC will provide optional free counseling to people of any faith, clothing to the needy and a food pantry.  “Ross has been with the project for quite some time,” said Fern Care Board President Ann Heler.  “We have gotten a lot of positive feedback on the idea of having a chaplain at the clinic for consultation.”

Efforts to raise money for Fern Care will continue.  According to Heler, the clinic cannot open until it raises enough money to keep the clinic open for at least a year.  “It wouldn’t be fair to open and then not be able to provide the services people get used to.  But we are getting close.”  Those interested in the project can get more information at www.ferncare.org.
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Gerry Price & Brian Dur – 1512 Kenton (closeup)

Jaye Spiro and Sue Ferrari – Rental Beautification Award – 405 & 407 W.Breckenridge

Beautification Committee Announces August Awards and a new Ferndale Flower 

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

The coneflower is now the official flower of Ferndale thanks to a recommendation by the Ferndale Beautification Commission.  The Council voted unanimously on August 24, 2009 to replace the City’s old flower – the Zinnia – with the perennial Cone Flower. 

Ferndale Beautification Commission Chairperson Peggy Snow explained.  “A few years ago a citizen suggested that it might be a much nicer flower for our city…It’s taller, disease resistant and it attracts bees and butterflies.  And it just has a lot of nice qualities about it.”  Snow also pointed out that it comes in many different colors, and that some people leave the dying blooms on the plant through the winter so that birds will pick at the dried out seeds.  They are also the source of the herb Echinacea, used in teas and supplements to fight colds.

The Zinnia lost out simply because not very many people are planting them anymore, according to Snow.  The recommendation to change the city flower stated “While the zinnia is a lovely flower, it is an annual so it has to be purchased or started from seed every year.  Zinnia plants bought at the nursery are low growing and prone to mildew.”  The Zinnia had been the official flower since it was chosen by the Commission back in 1989.

Snow suggested that residents might be able to pick up some coneflower of their own at the upcoming Perennial Exchange on September 26, 2009 at the Kulick Community Center from 9-noon.  

She also announced the August 2009 Beautification Awards.  Congratulations to:
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Rosie O’Grady’s – Commercial Beautification Award – 279 W. Nine Mile Road


Catherine & Mike Adams – 619 W. Maplehurst

More photos of these lovely properties are available on our bonus CD at www.cafepress.com/ferndale115 .  CD is available about a week after issue date.

Ferndale Grows Even More Film Friendly

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

Though the guys at Detroit Bros are restricted from talking to the media, the buzz all over town has been about their contract with the Discovery Channel to Film Monster Garage: Motor City, a show that will focus on the custom cycle repair shop and the crazy designs that they come up with.  They have worked with Discovery Channel in the past on The Great Biker Build-Off.  

 

The work that Detroit Bros has done with the Discovery Channel has brought positive publicity to the area, and now the City is making it even easier for film crews to make TV shows and movies in Ferndale.  At a recent city council meeting the council passed The Film Ordinance, which City Manager Bob Bruner says “will expedite film industry requests by allowing the administrative branch of City government to approve most routine requests rather than sending them to the City Council for consideration.  The film industry operates on very tight timelines and expects quick answers so they will do business elsewhere if they encounter delays.”
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A Channel 7 News Reporter doing an interview at Dream Cruise in Ferndale
 

He goes on to say that the new ordinance “will allow the City to take advantage of the economic development opportunities the film industry provides while protecting the health, safety and welfare of the public.”

 

Ferndale is considered a “core community” by the State of Michigan, which means that companies who film here may be eligible for a 42% income tax credit.  This incentive led to three movies being partially filmed in Ferndale in 2008:  Prayers for Bobby, Whip It and Youth in Revolt.

 

Businesses that specialize in unique items, such as American Pop at 175 W. Nine Mile and Vogue Vintage at 23622 Woodward Ave (just past the Ferndale city line and into Pleasant Ridge) have been able to profit from selling or renting out props for movie productions.  

 

Vogue Vintage owner Steve Humphrey rented a luggage set to the production crew of the upcoming Val Kilmer flick The Irishman.

 

The Irishman comes out in 2010, and Humphrey is planning on seeing the mobster movie several times so that he can try and spot items from his store.  “It’ll be just like looking for Where’s Waldo, only with my own things.”

 


Another encouraging step in the direction of Hollywood life in Ferndale is the emergence of the Detroit Film Club and the Ferndale Film Festival, both of which center around the idea of Ferndale being the place to be for film industry professionals.  The Detroit Film Club began in April of 2009 as a weekly gathering of aspiring directors, actors, writers, musicians, stagehands and others interested in the movie business.  The group meets every Thursday from 9-10pm at Dino’s Lounge at 22740 Woodward Ave.
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The Ferndale Film Festival runs from September 3-7 at various locations throughout Ferndale.  The Festival features independent films at a variety of venues, including some outdoor locations.  There will also be film-related classes.  Most of the films and classes are only $5, with the proceeds going to local charities: Michigan Aids Coalition, MDA, D-Pan, and Ferndale Youth Association.  For more information go to www.ferndalefilmfestival.org.

Discovery Channel Film crews at Woodward Dream Cruise 

Hazelhurst Street Heirloom Tomatoes Win Blue Ribbon at State Fair

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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When Steven Streebing and Dwight Neely removed a rarely-used above ground pool to make room for a family garden four years ago, they had no idea they would one day be blue-ribbon heirloom tomato farmers.  The rare gourmet heirloom variety of tomatoes may not be perfectly round or red like the tomatoes you get in the store, but that’s because heirlooms have not been genetically modified.  “These tomatoes have not changed genetically since 1885,”  Streebing said.  “We got the seeds from a certified grower and looked online to learn how to save the tomato seeds each year.” 

 

The couple began growing them because of their high quality and their heritage, but soon found that their neighbors loved them too.  “Master gardeners have come by and are just blown away by the taste,” said Streebing.  “People love to come by and stand there with a knife, cutting slices and eating them while we talk.”

 

Streebing confessed that he doesn’t realty like the taste or texture of tomatoes, but that he loves gardening, watching the plants grow, and interacting with the public.  Neely, however, loves having tomato sandwiches with his daughter when she comes to visit.

 

“It’s still just a hobby,” Streebing says.  “but we sell them to neighbors at a really low cost.  It gives us a 
chance to pay some of our expenses and we get to meet our neighbors.

 

“Bragging rights are also nice,” he said.  This is the first year that the men entered their tomatoes in any sort of competition, and were happily surprised to have won.  “The whole thing was really fun.  They are so strict about the rules.  We had to have six tomatoes on a tray and it had to be their trays that way all the tables looked the same and they can judge just based on the tomatoes themselves.”  Streebing said that the judging took place on Wednesday, the day before the fair opened to the public.  “It was so fun talking to the other growers and exchanging tips.”

 

Neely has picked up some good tips on growing at home by talking to other plant-lovers and looking up information on the Internet.  “I learned that the best way to start tomato seeds is to put them in the bottom of egg cartons underneath just a pinch of cotton like you get in medicine bottles.  You wet that down and the seed will grow inside the cotton, then you plant it and the cotton will decompose away.”  He also suggests letting tomato seeds grow white mold on them, then putting them in water to determine which seeds are healthy and which aren’t.  “The bad seeds will float to the top with the mold and you know to just throw those away.”

 

Anyone is welcome to stop by the self-titled “Tomato Guys” home/front yard heirloom tomato stand and pic up some for themselves for just $2.50 a pound.  The address is 205 East Hazelhurst in Ferndale.  You can reach them at (248) 250-8300 or via e mail at TheTomatoGuys@gmail.com.
Dream Cruise a Buzz Over Bee Hive Challenge

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

Pat Shirley was known for her Bee Hives back in the day.  The vivacious 69-year-old waitress from Comos used to sport the super-high twisted hair like all the fashionable Detroit ladies did in the 50s and 60s.  “I grew up with bee hives,” Shirley said.  “I’m probably the only one here who’s really worn them.”

 

Shirley was one of over a dozen beautiful ladies who took part in a bee hive hair styling competition on Aug. 16, 2009 as part of the Woodward Dream Cruise Retro Fest that took place on W. Nine Mile Road in front of Naka and American Pop.  The contest was sponsored by Paul Mitchell the School and the money raised in the People’s Choice Contest raised $363 for the upcoming Fern Care Free Health Clinic.  Each contestant in the contest was given an envelope and viewers donated dollars into the envelope as votes for their favorite model.  

 

For over half an hour Shirley sat in a chair being watched by passerbys as stylist Bill Ristov of Dye Salon at 230 W. Nine Mile sculpted her long silver hair.

 

“It’s kind of like how a potter has to take their hands to bring up the edges of the pot, except you’re building the hair instead,” Ristov said.  

 

Ristov gave Shirley a tall, traditional doo, reminiscent of cartoon character Marge Simpson.  Other stylists – some from other Ferndale salons, others from Paul Mitchell the School – added their own twists.  Many used flowers, colors and other accessories to give the ladies a more eccentric look.  And of course many of the models were dressed “to the nines” as well.

 

Jacki Smith, owner and creator of Coventry Creations candles and co-owner of the Candle Wick Shoppe at 195 W. Nine Mile Road was able to raise the most money for Fern Care.  With her winning charm and stunning ensamble complete with martini glass and fabulous retro shades and ribboned high-heeled sandals, Jacki sported a radiant bright red updoo by Doug Potter also of Dye Salon.

 

“Drew is such a sweetheart and was just as excited as I was for the event.  He started planning my hair and I started planning my outfit six weeks before the event.  It was like a transformation day for me – I got to play, become someone else and have a great time.  Actually, my exact words by the end of the day was that I had a gluttonous amount of fun.”  The event also touched Smith because once she had her hair done and retro clothes on she looked so much like her mother.

 

Shirley didn’t win any awards, but was very happy with all the attention nonetheless.  “It was a great time,” she said.  “I would do it again, for sure.”  Shirley also gave some time-honored advice to the other bee hive models.  “You can keep bee hives up for a couple days,” she said.  “You just have to wrap them in toilet paper.”

 

Memories were made for all involved, and several stylists and models won awards.  For more pictures from this and other great Ferndale events, go to www.cafepress.com/ferndale115.com and look for the September 1st Bonus CD.  For just $15 you can relive the memories of the past two weeks, while helping to support this new community media project.  Anyone who spends the $15 on a disk is welcome to reuse the images in their own promotional efforts – with or without permission as long as the work is not misrepresented.

Six Year Old Recognized for Charitable Lemonade Stand

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

At the August 10, 2009 City Council Meeting, Ferndale City officials voted to recognize six year old Diego Garcia for his “spirit of caring” in setting up a lemonade stand at Motor City Pride to raise money for his favorite charities in June.  The young resident raised $30 for the Humane Society and $30 for the Michigan AIDS Coalition WAGS Program, which helps people with AIDS take care of their pets.

The following resolution was moved and supported unanimously by Council:

Whereas Ferndale is a city that benefits greatly from the generous caring and philanthropy of its residents and business owners; and
The Ferndale City Council encourages residents, visitors and business owners to engage in the support of area charities and to help those less fortunate; and

Diego Garcia, age 6, of Leroy Street in Ferndale is a lover of animals and pets.  He wanted to raise money for the Wonderful Animals Giving Support program at the Michigan AIDS Coalition. WAGS provides support for people living with HIV/AIDS to keep and care for their pets and companion animals.  With help and encouragement from his parents, Diego created a lemonade stand during the Motor City Pride Festival in June; and 

As a result of his hard work and innovative ideas, he was able to raise $30 selling lemonade to Motor City Pride participants and donated this money to the WAGS program.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we, Ferndale’s elected officials, recognize the generosity and creativity of young Diego Garcia. We express our gratitude to him and to his parents, Judeen Bartos and Rita Garcia, and salute the entire family for their spirit of caring.  Families like Diego’s exemplify the friendliness and community pride that make Ferndale special.
Garcia was recognized by the council as family, friends and fellow citizens gave their support.  “The event left quite an impression on all the boys, and I know it will be a lasting memory for them,” said the young boy’s mothers in an e mail to city leaders the day after the presentation.

The Michigan Humane Society is a private, nonprofit organization which cares for over 100,000 animals each year, while working to end companion animal homelessness, provide the highest quality service and compassion to the animals entrusted to our care, and to be a leader in promoting humane values.

WAGS (Wonderful Animals Giving Support) was created in 1999 by the Michigan AIDS Coalition (then called the Midwest AIDS Prevention Project) to assist persons with HIV or AIDS in keeping, feeding, and caring for their pets when extended hospital stays, physical exhaustion or daily expenses seem insurmountable.  For more information on WAGS go to: http://www.wagsdetroit.org.
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TUESDAY AUGUST 4, 2009 Day Shift Officers investigate a

retail fraud case on Hilton and

make two warrant arrests today.

Officers investigate a traffic

accident on W. Drayton and an

injury traffic accident on West

Eight Mile Road. Afternoon Shift

Officers investigate an identity

theft case on E. Troy and a

Breaking and entering case on

Wanda. Officers investigate

another identity theft case on

East Nine Mile Road and assist

the Fire Department with a drug

overdose case on East Nine

Mile Road. Officers investigate

an intimidation case on West

Eight Mile Road and make one

warrant arrest today. Midnight

Shift Officers investigate a

stalking case on East Nine Mile

Road and a breaking and

entering case on Livernois.

Officers assist the Fire

Department with a hospice

death case on Inman.

9 COMPLAINTS 3 ARRESTS

WEDNESDAY AUG. 5, 2009

Day Shift Officers investigate a

larceny complaint on East Nine

Mile Road and a malicious

destruction of property

complaint on Livernois. Officers

assist the Fire Department with

a mental commitment on

Woodward Ave. and investigate

a fraud case on East Nine Mile

Road. Officers investigate two

traffic accidents today, one of

which is a hit and run traffic
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accident on Woodward Ave.

Afternoon Shift Officers

investigate a run away juvenile

case on W. Hazelhurst and a

home invasion complaint on

University. Officers make two

warrant arrests today and

investigate two traffic

accidents. Midnight Shift

Officers arrest a woman on

Woodward Ave. for drunk

driving and investigate a

malicious destruction of

property case on Wordsworth.

Officers make two warrant

arrests today as well.

12 COMPLAINTS 5 ARRESTS

THURSDAY AUG. 6, 2009

Day Shift Officers investigate a

fraud case on East Nine Mile

Road and an arson case on

Wordsworth. Officers

investigate a child neglect case

on E. Breckenridge and make

two warrant arrests today.

Officers investigate one traffic

accident today as well.

Afternoon Shift Officers

investigate a larceny complaint

on E. Breckenridge and a

breaking and entering case on

Earle Blvd. Midnight Shift

Officers arrest two men for

larceny on East Nine Mile

Road and make three warrant

arrests tonight.

9 COMPLAINTS 7 ARRESTS

FRIDAY AUGUST 7, 2009

Day Shift Officers assist the

Fire Department with an

injured person on Woodward

Ave. and make three warrant

arrests today. Officers

investigate one traffic accident

Daily Summary today as well. Afternoon Shift

Officers arrest a man on East

Nine Mile Road for driving

while license suspended,

resisting and obstructing a

police officer and driving

without a drivers license.

Officers assist the Fire

Department with a drug

overdose on East Ten Mile

Road and investigate

suspicious circumstances on

East Nine Mile Road. Officers

investigate a larceny complaint

on West Nine Mile Road and

investigate a disorderly

conduct case on Pilgrim.

Officers arrest a man on

Chester for drunk driving third

offence and make two warrant

arrests today. Midnight Shift

Officers arrest a man on West

Eight Mile Road for driving

while license suspended,

improper license plates and

possession of drug

paraphernalia tonight and

arrest two men on E.

Cambourne for home invasion,

felonious assault, and fleeing

and eluding. Officers

investigate a arson case on W.

Cambourne and make one

warrant arrest tonight.

16 COMPLAINTS 11

ARRESTS

SATURDAY AUG. 8, 2009

Day Shift Officers investigate a

traffic accident on Wordsworth

and an injury traffic accident on

Woodward Ave. Officers

investigate two fraud cases on

Hilton today as well. Afternoon

Shift Officers arrest a man on

West Eight Mile Road forpossession of heroin and arrest

a woman on W. Bennett for

domestic violence. Officers

make two warrant arrests today

and investigate a traffic accident

on West Nine Mile Road.

Midnight Shift Officers arrest a

man on Martin Road for drunk

driving at the scene of a traffic

accident and make one warrant

arrest tonight.

6 COMPLAINTS 6 ARRESTS

SUNDAY AUGUST 9, 2009

Day Shift Officers investigate

family trouble on Almont and

investigate a larceny complaint

on Kenton. Officers investigate

a malicious destruction of

property complaint on W.

Breckenridge and make two

warrant arrests today. Afternoon

Shift Officers assist the Fire

Department with an injured

person at Ferndale High School

and investigate a stalking

complaint on E. Troy. Officers

investigate a traffic accident on

East Nine Mile Road and make

one warrant arrest today.

Midnight Shift Officers arrest a

man on E. Saratoga for assault

and battery and violation of a

probation order. Officers also

make one warrant arrest

tonight.

10 COMPLAINTS 5 ARRESTS

MONDAY AUGUST 10, 2009

Day Shift Officers investigate a

malicious destruction of

property complaint on

Woodward Ave. and a malicious

destruction of property

complaint on Livernois. Officers

investigate one traffic accident

today and make one warrant

invasion complaint on

Gardendale. Officers make two

warrant arrests today and

investigate one traffic accident.

Midnight Shift Officers have a

routine shift, no criminal

complaints and no arrests.

8 COMPLAINTS 3 ARRESTS

THURSDAY AUG. 13, 2009

Day Shift Officers investigate a

larceny from auto complaint on

Livernois and make two

warrant arrests today. Officers

investigate one traffic accident

today as well. Afternoon Shift

Officers assist the Fire

Department with a mental

commitment on W. Hazelhurst

and investigate suspicious

circumstances on Allen.

Officers assist the Fire

Department with another

mental commitment on Fielding

and investigate an assault and

battery case on Stratford.

Officers make two warrant

arrests today and investigate

one traffic accident. Midnight

Shift Officers investigate an

ordinance violation on

Livernois and investigate an

assault and battery complaint

on College. Officers assist the

Fire Department with a mental

commitment on Leroy and

investigate a larceny from auto

complaint on Gardendale.

Officers arrest a man on W.

Eight Mile for drunk driving and

make one warrant arrest

tonight.

14 COMPLAINTS 6 ARRESTS

FRIDAY AUGUST 14, 2009

Day Shift Officers investigate a

larceny from auto complaint on

E. Bennett and a malicious

destruction of property

complaint on Silman. Officers

investigate a fraud case on

Orchard and a larceny case on

Daily Summary

(continued)

arrest. Afternoon Shift Officers

assist the Narcotics Enforcement

Team with a Meth Lab at the

Motorama Motel. Officers arrest

one man and have the lab

dismantled with the assistance of

the Michigan State Police and the

Drug Enforcement Agency.

Officers investigate an Assault and

Battery complaint on East Nine

Mile Road and make one warrant

arrest today. Midnight Shift

Officers arrest a man on West

Eight Mile Road for false

identification to a police officer and

arrest a man on Livernois for

driving while license suspended

second offence. Officers make

three warrant arrests tonight as

well.

9 COMPLAINTS 8 ARRESTS

TUESDAY AUGUST 11, 2009

Day Shift Officers arrest a man for

driving while license suspended

second offence on Withington and

make one warrant arrest today.

Afternoon Shift Officers have a

routine shift, no criminal

complaints and no arrests Officers

investigate two traffic accidents

today, one of which is a hit and run

traffic accident on East Nine Mile

Road. Midnight Shift Officers assist

the Berkley Police Department with

the recovery of a run away

juvenile.

3 COMPLAINTS 2 ARRESTS

WEDNESDAY AUG. 12, 2009

Day Shift Officers investigate a

fraud case on West Eight Mile

Road and a domestic violence

complaint on East Eight Mile Road.

Officers investigate a car jacking

on West Eight Mile Road today

and make one warrant arrest.

Officers investigate one traffic

accident today as well. Afternoon

Shift Officers investigate an

assault and battery case in Geary

Park and investigate a home Jewell. Officers assist the

Narcotics Enforcement Team

with a search warrant on Pilgrim

and arrest a man for delivery of

marijuana. Officers arrest a man

on East Eight Mile Road for

driving while license suspended

second offence and investigate

a larceny case on Leroy.

Officers make two warrant

arrests today as well. Afternoon

Shift Officers arrest a man on

Albany for domestic violence

and arrest a man on Woodward

Ave. for domestic violence.

Officers arrest a man on West

Eight Mile Road for driving while

license suspended second

offence and investigate a fraud

case on East Nine Mile Road.

Midnight Shift Officers assist the

Fire Department with a mental

commitment on Woodward Hgts.

Tonight.

13 COMPLAINTS 7 ARRESTS

SATURDAY AUG. 15, 2009

Day Shift Officers investigate an

attempt stolen vehicle complaint

on E. Breckenridge and

investigate a larceny complaint

on Minerva. Afternoon Shift

Officers arrest a man on Bonner

for domestic violence and arrest

a man on W. Oakridge for

resisting and obstructing a

police officer. Officers arrest a

woman on Wordsworth for

disorderly conduct and arrest a

man on Dover for domestic

violence. Officers investigate a

malicious destruction of property

complaint on Emwill and

investigate two traffic accidents

today, one of which is a hit and

run traffic accident on Leroy.

Midnight Shift Officers

and driving while license

suspended second offence.

Officers investigate two traffic

accidents today, one of which is

a hit and run traffic accident on

Central. Officers arrest a man

on West Eight Mile Road for

driving without a drivers license

and make five warrant arrests

today. Midnight Shift Officers

investigate a malicious

destruction of property on West

Nine Mile Road and recover

stolen property on West Nine

Mile Road. Officers arrest a

man on East Nine Mile Road

for resisting and obstructing a

police officer and arrest a

woman on Woodward Ave. for

possession of marijuana.

Officers investigate a criminal

sexual conduct complaint on

Stratford and a home invasion

complaint on Shevlin. Officers

make three warrant arrests

today as well.

20 COMPLAINTS 15 ARRESTS

Daily Summary

(continued)

investigate a domestic violence

case on Allen and investigate one

traffic accident tonight.

8 COMPLAINTS 4 ARRESTS

SUNDAY AUGUST 16, 2009

Day Shift Officers assist the Fire

Department with an attempt suicide

on West Eight Mile Road and

investigate a malicious destruction

of property case on East Nine Mile

Road. Officers arrest a woman on

West Eight Mile Road for retail

fraud and assault and battery today

as well. Afternoon Shift Officers

assist the Fire Department with a

hospice death on Rosewood and

arrest a man on W. Hazelhurst for

possession of prescription drugs.

Officers investigate a home

invasion case on W. Hazelhurst

and arrest a man and a juvenile

male for receiving and concealing

stolen property and fleeing and

eluding. Officers investigate a

larceny from auto complaint on

East Eight Mile Road today as well.

Midnight Shift Officers arrest a

woman for disorderly conduct on

Ardmore and arrest a man on E.

Cambourne for domestic violence.

Officers make one warrant arrest

tonight as well.

11 COMPLAINTS 6 ARRESTS

MONDAY AUGUST 17, 2009

Day Shift Officers investigate an assault and battery case on West Nine Mile Road and arrest a man for fleeing and eluding on a previous case. Officers investigate a fail to return rented vehicle on W. Marshall and make two warrant arrests today. Afternoon Shift Officers assist the Fire Department with an injured person on Livernois and investigate a home invasion complaint on W. Chesterfield. Officers investigate a larceny complaint on W. Cambourne and arrest a man on West Eight Mile Road for possession of marijuana and driving while license suspended second offence. Officers investigate two traffic accidents today, one of which is a hit and run traffic accident on Central. Officers arrest a man on West Eight Mile Road for driving without a drivers license and make five warrant arrests today. Midnight Shift Officers investigate a malicious destruction of property on West Nine Mile Road and recover stolen property on West Nine Mile Road. Officers arrest a man on East Nine Mile Road for resisting and obstructing a police officer and arrest a woman on Woodward Ave. for possession of marijuana. Officers investigate a criminal sexual conduct complaint on Stratford and a home invasion complaint on Shevlin. Officers make three warrant arrests today as well. 20 COMPLAINTS 15 ARRESTS
DWLS 09-2784
On 08/31/09 at about 9:30 p.m. a Ferndale Officer stopped Malik, Ahmed Adbul (31 yrs., b/m, Det. Resident) on 8 Mile near West End for driving a 1984 Chevy vehicle with an improper license plate. The driver was found to have 52 current suspensions (two prior convictions for DWLS) and 18 warrants out for his arrest; the bulk of the warrants were traffic warrants out of Detroit. The driver was arrested and the car impounded. Two passengers were in the vehicle with Malik;  his mother, who was owner of the car, and a 16 year old boy. MALIK is in custody, and unless he bonds out, is expected to be arraigned at 2:00 this afternoon. 

<<...>> 
BICYCLE THIEF CAUGHT – BICYCLE THEFTS IN SEASON  09-2775 & 2776
<<...>> 
On 08/30/09 at about 4:40 p.m. Ferndale officers responded to the theft of a bicycle. Officers investigated and arrested DAVID MCARTHUR ( 35 year old, w/m, Ferndale resident) for stealing the bike owned by a 16 year old Ferndale boy. After interviewing the arrestee, officers recovered three more stolen bicycles. Police originally were dispatched to the Sav-a-lot grocery store on W. 9 Mile and met with the 16 year old victim. The boy said he parked his bike outside of the store when he ran in to make a purchase. When he came back out of the store, his bike was gone. When police were talking to the lad, another young girl and her mother approached and the girl said she saw the theft and described the suspect. She said the suspect rode up on one bicycle, then left it behind (the “drop bike”) when he stole the boy’s bikek. As police were talking to the girl, the suspect (pointed out by the girl) returned for the bike he originally came on. Officers arrested MCARTHUR who admitted he also stole the bike he was now riding. He told officers where he stole the bike from. Officers went to the house on E. Woodland and spoke with a woman who said her bike was stolen, but was too busy with work to phone police for a report. 
Police also went to McCarthur’s address on E. Woodland and noticed two bikes in the yard. They spoke with the homeowner who said the bicycles did not belong to him, and that McArthur likely stole them. Police confiscated the bicycles in hopes of returning them to the proper owners. 

Yesterday afternoon Mcarthur pled guilty to larceny and was sentenced to 20 days in jail or to pay fine/costs of $400. He was transported to Oakland County Jail. He was recently arrested on July 21st for stealing a bike from a garage. He pled guilty to Felony Breaking and Entering was sentenced to 34 days in jail and 18 months probation. 

REQUEST TO CONTACT POLICE: 
Bike thefts have been common events recently.  Ferndale Police have taken 16 reports of stolen bikes in the last month. It is likely many more bike thefts occurred that were not reported. Citizens can help by: 
1.      Reporting when they are the victims of a crime. Police cannot effectively investigate, make arrest, or return stolen goods unless reports are made. We have many recovered bicycles in our impound that cannot be traced to owners.  Often people feel it is fruitless to call police, or feel that the police do not want to be bothered. This is far from true. 

2.       Additionally citizens can obtain a bike license from the police station for one dollar. The license is very helpful in catching bike thieves and then returning stolen bicycles to owners. 

3.      Report suspicious activity. For bike thieves, citizens should be suspicious of someone who rides one bicycle (usually an old beat up one) and switches to or is later seen on a nicer newer bike. People should also watch for groups of youths riding into a neighborhood two or three on a bike (riding passengers on handle bars and rear foot pegs). This could be an indication they are “shopping” for other bikes to steal and leave the neighborhood with a bicycle for each person. This is a common method used by thieves coming across from Detroit and quickly peddling back with their booty. Neighbors should not hesitate to phone police when they observe unknown youths in their neighborhood riding multiple people to a bike. 

MAN ARRESTED FOR POSSESSION WITH INTENT TO DELIVER MARIJUANA AND COCAINE 09-2768
<<...>> 
Yesterday afternoon, JIMMIE BRIAN BROXTON (b/m, 29, Detroit) was arraigned by Magistrate Larue Mead for Possession of Narcotics with Intent to Deliver and was given a bond of $50,000 c/s. BROXTON was also on parole during this incident. 
He was arrested on 08/30/09 at approx. 0031 Hrs. Ferndale Officers stopped Broxton for traffic violations as he headed to a house on the 1700 block of E. Marshall, a house frequently visited by  Ferndale Police. A search warrant for drugs was executed on the home by the Oakland County Narcotics Enforcement Team just a few day before (08/27/09). 

After officers observed traffic violations, they stopped Broxton and his passenger in front of the home. Upon approaching the vehicle, officers immediately notices a strong odor of marijuana. A subsequent search of the vehicle uncovered almost 300 grams of marijuana and over 7 grams of cocaine. Broxton was arrested. He had two cell phones on him. Police obtained a search warrant to examine the phones, and using phone records obtained (including text messages) were able to get evidence of drug dealing. 

Patrol officers and undercover police are working strong to shut down the illegal activities at this residence as well as some others. Neighbors who suspect illegal activity at a home or business in their neighborhood should phone police each and every time (be the squeaky wheel and make noise whenever you suspect trouble) there is something suspicious is taking place. Citizen complaints and tips are often the first step to police shutting down illegal operations or activities.
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