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POLICE REPORT  - 

The following are messages from the Ferndale Police Department to media contacts unless otherwise noted.  For more information on any of these cases contact The Ferndale Police Department at 248-541-3650. 



Mon, February 1, 2010 8:26:56 AM
Nothing from the weekend to report at this time.
MAN STABS MOTHER'S BOYFRIEND, RUNS AT POLICE WITH KNIFE, GETS TASED
Wed, January 27, 2010 3:54:15 PM
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On 01/22/10 at about 8:00 p.m. Ferndale police responded to a home on Leitch after a knifing occurred. The victim was a 47 year old man dates the mother of the 20 year old assailant (John Mercer). The two live in the same house. Police responded after the victim had barricaded himself in a bedroom of the house and reported his attacker was trying to chop through the door with the knife. When officers arrived to the house, Mercer charged towards them with the knife, coming within feet of the police. Officers pointed guns at  Mercer and ordered him to put down the knife and cooperate. Despite the close proximity between the police and the suspect, officers refrained from firing their guns. One officer was able to use a TASER on Mercer. When struck, he fell to the ground and was taken into custody. 

Mercer suffered self inflicted knife wounds and was taken to the hospital for treatment. 

The victim suffered a stab wound and slash wound to his arm. 
A warrant has been issued for Felonious Assault against Mercer. He has not yet been arrested or arraigned. 



Wed, January 20, 2010 7:58:36 AM
Ferndale is quiet.
-Lt. William Wilson

2 Arrested for several thefts 09-138, Woman makes false police report 09-122
09-138 – Larceny from Autos
On January 14th at about 7:00 a.m. Ferndale Police arrested two individuals suspected of stealing property from several parked cars (possibly 11 or more), and attempting to break into a garage. 

A COMMON THEME: THOSE who had property stolen from their vehicles did not lock the doors!

A woman called from the 1800 Block of Martin Rd. and reported seeing someone inside of her car. Police found two suspects in the area, and after investigating discovered several people had property stolen from their cars. Footprints from the suspects led to several cars and homes. Police tracked footprints. An officer found an opened garage door, and when checking inside found stolen property. Police later checked inside the house and found two suspects. Eventually each suspect admitted to stealing from vehicles. Several stolen items were recovered. The thieves took many items including money, CD’s, Camera, computer, etc. .

FPD will be submitting the case this afternoon to the prosecutor for issuance of warrants . 
SUSPECTS: 

1)      FOUNTAINE, ROBERT SVEND, w/m, 21, Ferndale

2)      Marsh, John Winston, w/m, 20, Roch Hills
09-122 – False Police Report

On January 14th at approx. 2:40 a.m. the Ferndale Police received a call from Miya Shani HOOKS (b/f, 21, Southfield) claiming that her car was stolen from Ferndale. She made this claim shortly after Hazel Park Police responded to a report of a Hit and Run accident that occurred on Woodard Heights. During the course of the investigation, Hooks gave differing accounts of how her car was stolen. It appears that she lied to cover for her boyfriend  who was using her car when he was involved in the accident from which he fled the scene . 

Hooks was arraigned by Mag. Mead on the charge of Filing a False Police Report (4 year felony), and he imposed a $500 cash bond. 



B&E plus Carjacking 
 

Wed, January 6, 2010 9:08:15 AM

 

On 01/05/09 Ferndale police arrested two parolees for breaking into a garage. In his attempt to escape police, one of the parolees then stole a car from a man and led police on a dangerous high speed chase. 

Both parolees have extensive (pages long) criminal histories that go back several years, and both have many alias names. 

SUSPECT #1: BEY, Lamar Thomas, b/m, 51 yrs, Det. Resident – paroled in November 2009
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SUSPECT #2: HALL, Michael Kareem, b/m, 36, Det. Resident – paroled in December 2009
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At 2300 Hrs., police responded to the 100 Block of Academy when a resident reported that two b/m’s broke into his garage and he saw them stealing tools. Police responded, saw the suspects, and gave chase. Police caught Bey after a short foot chase, he fought with officers, and was arrested. Hall continued to run. He went behind the One Stop store at Marshall / Woodward and stole a 1995 Ford Escort that a man had left running. As an office neared the area, the victim of the car theft point out his car that the officer saw eastbound on Marshall, then flee south on Woodward. Ferndale police chased the thief who fled on the icy streets at speeds of near 100 mph.. 

Eventually, when trying to bail out of the moving car, the suspect (Hall) crashed into a light pole at Woodward / Ralston. He then fled on foot, but was caught by Ferndale police. 

 

Hall was injured, treated for his injuries at the hospital, and is now in Ferndale Lock-up along with his partner. 

 

Police recovered the suspect van which contained several tools believed to be stolen. 

The case is being presented to the prosecutor’s office today to determine charges to be brought. 

Ferndale Police are investigating to determine whether these two parolees are responsible for a rash of similar burglaries that have occurred recently. 

 

FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN VIDEO: This event happened at shift change, and the video equipment in the pursuing police car had not yet been activated. 

 

Thu, January 7, 2010 2:20:36 PM

 

New warrants have been issued against Hall. Added charges are: 

1.       Carjacking – Life Offense

2.       Fleeing 2nd – 10 year felony

3.       Fleeing 3rd – 5 year felony

4.       UDAA – 5 year felony 

5.       Driving While Suspended 2nd or subsequent – 1 year misd. 

Warrants were obtained late yesterday, and the two have been arraigned. We expect more charges against Hall today, with another arraignment. 

 

Mag. Larue Mead set bond yesterday at: 

HALL: $50,000 for B&E and Fleeing 

BEY: $30,000 for B&E
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Winter 2010
(Feb 1-March 15)

The following people have invested $15 in their community by becoming a Fan of the Ferndale 115 for the season.  In addition to supporting their local news, each member is invited to recommend a website to other readers.  They are also eligible for prizes and other special offers from local businesses.  To become a fan, download and mail in THIS FORM along with $15 payment to PO Box 20293 Ferndale, MI 48220, or pay through Pay Pal below.  Members are listed in the order received, so mail in soon!  Or catch Crystal Proxmire around town to sign up!
1.  Julia Music
www.relayforlife.org/ferndalemiwww.niadetroit.com

2.  Jackie and Neil Koivu


3.  Matt Nowaczok
www.ferncare.org

4.  Marci Mashane
www.radiohead.com

 HYPERLINK "http://www.radiohead.com"   

5.  Brita Brookes
www.myspace.com/missbinthed

6.  Roy Lenaway
www.lennyscopycenter.com

7.  Amy Roll

8.  Jeanie Davis
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Just in time for Valentine's Day!  The following people have won a $20 Blumz gift certificate!


Matt Nowaczok, Julia Music and Roy Lenaway!




Congrats to Jackie and Neil Koivu
on winning a $20 gift certificate
to Mother Fletchers!




Congrats to Brita Brookes and Marci Mashane for winning $10
 WAB gift certificates!


YOU COULD BE A WINNER TOO!  SIGN UP TODAY!  DRAWINGS EVERY ISSUE!

Funds collected through the Fans of the 115 Program go to keep this online newspaper operating without a subscription cost to readers.  It allows readers to see where our funding comes from, and that we are really a community-driven paper.  For this to work though, we need your support.  Become a fan today and encourage others to join as well!
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Ferndale News Night 

Thursday, February 18

6-8 PM @ AJs Music Café

175 W. 9 Mile Road

 

The Ferndale 115 News is having its first major community input event at AJ’s Music Café 175 W. 9 Mile on Thursday, Feb 18, 2010 from 6-8pm.  The meeting will give adults to find out more about the online community newspaper, while children color their own front pages in a supervised kids’ corner.  There will be special $1.15 menu items available.  There will be a quick introduction to the newspaper, a survey to help you share your views, and information about the different ways that the online paper can be a great resource, as well as a great way to reach others in the community.  Then there will be a chance to ask questions, and time after to mingle with your neighbors and talk about whatever issues you may have been reading about.

 

The Ferndale 115 News is an online-based newspaper that comes out with a new issue of news on the 1st and 15th of each month, hence the “one-fifteen” name.  The first issue came out in June 2009, and over the past six months we’ve grown steadily to over 1,000 unique IP addresses visiting the page each issue, at an average of 2.7 times throughout the month.  Our readers are local people who seek out information about what is going on in the community.

 

The 115 covers community news and events, school district news, local arts, business news and anything else Ferndalesque that we can get our hands on.  We give local residents, workers and business owners a chance to share what they know with their neighbors with special articles and our FERNDALE VIEWS (Letters to Editor) section.  We let readers know about major crime in the area with The Police Report, and our events page offers a large list of area events, with links to sources for more information.

 

Our goal is to inform, inspire and unite, by bringing back the tradition of real community news.  We 
cover diverse topics and strive to present as much information on all sides of issues as fairly as possible.  And our advertising rates and FANS program means that anyone can afford to be a part of The 115, and low rates mean that no advertiser or interest can have unfair influence.  

 

Unlike other local papers, we will not endorse candidates or take sides in political issues.  Editor and publisher Crystal A. Proxmire grew up in Ferndale and attended Hazel Park Schools.  She believes strongly in recording a fair history of her hometown, and in the power of education and community.  The quest for truth is the aim of good journalism, and something that Ferndale area readers deserve.

 

Please come to Ferndale News Night on February 18th and have your say in how we can best meet your needs.  Then stay in Ferndale and listen to AJs Open Mic Night, and shop at many of the downtown stores that will stay open late and have specials for the Third Thrusday of the month, with an I <3 Ferndale theme!  For more information on Third Thrusdays in Ferndale, go to www.downtownferndale.org.

If you are interested in helping to support this community news project, consider spending $15 to join the FANS program.  It's very easy.  You pay $15 for one season, and you get your name listed on the FANS page, along with a website that you'd like to share with other readers.  And every issue through the season, we have drawings for fun prizes from local businesses.  It's a great way for readers and businesses to connect, and many of the prizes are worth more than the initial membership!  If we can get enough interest in this program we'll expand it to include a discount and special rewards program for members.  So please go to www.ferndale115.com

 HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/fans.html" /fans.html to sign up and see what prizes other people have won so far!





FULL SERVICE SALON
Massage, manicurist, facial, Angel Readings, jewelry & accessories

Salon Miracles
Judy Moon
(248) 336-0105
www.myspace.com/
salonmiracles

Time Banking Organizing in Ferndale

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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Swapping services is a concept that pre-dates money, but a new group in Ferndale is putting a modern spin on the age-old practice of bartering, with the creation of an online Time Bank that will allow participants to give and receive services without cost.  Anything from yard work, babysitting, filing, and cleaning to more technical skills like auto repair, plumbing, taxes etc. can be done through the database.  They system connects many people, so that services don’t need to be done traded directly.  

 

For example one person might provide rehabilitation services for three hours, and then turn in their “banked” time to have someone else cut their lawn for one hour, and another person help them stuff envelopes for their organization’s mailing to make up the other two hours.  Each person logs their hours into a database controlled by timebanks.org, along with a profile and a list of tasks they can perform for others, and requests for service.

 

Kim Hodge started the Lathrup Village Time Bank two years ago, and the group has grown to over people.  “The only problem that we find is that sometimes people don’t like to ask for help.  We’re got this mindset that we’re supposed to do things for other people, but the system only works if people use it,” says Hodge.  To solve this problem, the Lathrup Village Time Bank organizes group projects on the third Saturday of every month.  “We get together and paint someone’s basement, or rake leaves, or we find other ways to get together as a group and help someone out with the things that just aren’t as fun to do with one or two people.  It’s a great way to meet other people and get things done.”

 

Ferndale resident Michelle Foster has been working with Hodge to organize the Ferndale group.  They are looking for others who would want to take a leadership role in the project.  A Time Bank Ambassador is needed seek out new members, while a Membership Coordinator will be responsible for new member orientation and keeping in touch to make sure they are using the system effectively.  They are also looking for a Webmaster, and Administrator to handle financing and fundraising, and possibly a Team Leader.

 

The Time Bank program costs between $99-$500 a year depending on membership, though The City of Ferndale has already purchased the initial program and first six months of use.  The Lathrup Village group charges members $25 per person or $40 per family to be involved.  Once leadership in Ferndale is established, they will decide how best to pay for the service.

 

For more information about Time Banking, go to www.timebanks.org. To get involved with the Ferndale Time Bank, contact Michelle Foster at michellelynnfoster@gmail.com.
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Misinformation Fuels Funding Debate

By Crystal A. Proxmire

 

A false and anonymous flier announcing the layoffs of 10 police officers prompted dozens of Ferndale residents to flock to City Hall in protest.

One by one, citizens spoke about the importance of police and fire services, many giving emotional examples of how the departments have helped them in the past.
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Only there was no such proposal, and the outcry has left city leaders to deal with one more complication as they figure out how to handle the $3.5 million budget deficit for the coming year.

Like most cities, Ferndale has been hit hard by declining property tax revenue and reduced state revenue sharing. In the next couple of months, they will debate budget issues and decide how to make up for the lack of state funds.

No proposals have been put up to vote, although City Manager Bob Bruner and others on council have been clear that personnel cuts in many city departments are inevitable. The financial debates also include a DDA-proposed parking structure and a three-building municipal complex project that would renovate City Hall and the police station and build a new courthouse attached to the station.

On Monday, the city had a special public meeting to discuss funding for the three-building plan, which would ultimately require taking $75,000 a year from the general fund. The rest of the $8.4 million to $9 million project would be paid for with money that has been set aside in previous years specifically for the purpose of public improvement and municipal bond debt.

Audience members spoke in opposition to the plan, saying police and fire services should not be cut in favor of buildings.
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“They are our first responders,” said resident Kay Watson. “You might consider them like food and water. They’re necessary for survival. Do not touch either.”

Those interested in watching Monday night’s council meeting can go to http://www.ferndale-mi.com/Services/Cable/CityCouncilVideo.htm. 




Carol Jackson
Metlife Investment Adviser Representative
Financial Services Representative
Financial Adviser
Liberty Center, suite 400
50 West Big Beaver Road
Troy, MI 48084
248-680-0490 ext 511



New Hours!




Chazzano Cafe Ebraica
1737 E 9 Mile Road

www.
chazzanocoffee
.com
Monday-Thursday: 7 a.m.- 6 p.m.

Friday: 7a.m.-4 p.m.

New Saturday Hours: 7p.m.-12 Midnight

Sunday: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.


Good Coffee Makes You Singtm
248-691-4256
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Ferndale Rotary Secures Book Donation From Richmond Community Service Group

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

Ferndale Public Library Director Douglas Raber and members of the Ferndale Rotary drove over 40 miles on Tuesday to meet with the Richmond Rotary to pick up a donation of 198 brand new books for The Ferndale Public Library’s collection.

 

The books are intended for children age 4-12, and cover a wide range of educational topics from series like Voices of the Revolutionary War, Nature Close Up, How Do We Measure, Wild America Habitats, and Science on the Edge.  Some of the books are bilingual with text in both English and Spanish.

 

The Richmond group was able to purchase over 22,000 books at reduced cost because of a printing over-run at Blackbirch Press.  Eighteen-year Richmond Rotary Member and Assistant Governor of her District Sandy Pradko acquired a grant from the District in order to purchase the books.  “Now we have to get them out there to people,” she said.  

 

The club has already donated books to the Berkley Rotary, as well as to overseas groups in Honduras and Guatemala.  

 

Amy Roll, current Ferndale Rotary President, heard about the donations at a District meeting, and immediately thought that the Ferndale Library would make a good home for the books.  “One of Rotary’s goals is to increase literacy throughout the world, and we also want to help people in our home community,” Roll said.  She and other Ferndale Rotary members lunched with about 30 Rotarians in Richmond, and graciously left with the five boxes of books they were given.

 

“One thing about Rotary is that members can go to any Rotary group and feel welcome.  I love the way our groups work together to do things like this,” Roll said.
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The Ferndale Rotary was founded in 1924 as part of Rotary International, a group known for it’s commitment to volunteerism at local and worldwide levels.  Through Rotary over 1.2 million business and community leaders provide humanitarian service, encourage high ethical standards in all vocations and help build goodwill and peace.  There are over 33,000 Rotary clubs in over 200 countries, including the Ferndale group which has around 20 members.

In Ferndale, Rotarians have been responsible for providing Achievement Awards for Ferndale High School students, purchasing bike helmets for the annual Bike Rodeo, raising money for DNA kits for the police department and for the Fire Safety House, and helping to mentor children.  

 

“We are so grateful to both Ferndale Rotary and Richmond Rotary for thinking of our kids and working together to make this happen.  The books will be put to good use,” Raber said.  

 

Richmond Rotary still has books available.  Any group is welcome to apply for the books by going to the Richmond Rotary Website at http://www.myrichmondrotary.com/current.htm.






Lenny's copy center was founded in October of 2003 by Bob & Mary Lenaway. They are a family run business committed to giving you a warm welcome, a wide variety of products, fair prices, and old fashioned friendly service.

They offer so many things it's hard to believe they can fit everything in one cozy store. Office Supplies, Printing, Engraving, Rubber Stamps, Laminating, Gift Items, Personalized Tee Shirts, Legal Forms, Desktop publishing, Notary Service, Faxing, Imprinted Merchandise, Printers, Business Machines, Tee Shirt Making Supplies, oh and don't forget about the COPIES!

2103 Hilton

(248) 544-6313

lennys
copycenter.com



The End of an Era:  American Legion Building Closes, Vets Carry On

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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Frank Flores is adamant about one thing:  just because their building is gone, the group of Veterans that made up the membership at the American Legion Post 330 is not.

 

On December 5, 2010 the doors were officially closed to the 65-year-old American Legion Post Building at 1741 Livernois.  The two story brick building was erected to give what they thought was a permanent clubhouse for the Vets who formed the American Legion Auxillary Unit 330 that was chartered on April 5, 1933.  Now the signs and lettering have been removed from the landmark, which was sold to the City of Ferndale last year and has since sat empty.

 

The land for the building had been donated by the Post’s first Commander Virgil James.  The upstairs was a hall that was rented out for income, as well as the site of various Legion events such as Bingo night, dances, dinners and meetings.  The downstairs held a bar and a cozy living-room like space with furniture and a televison.  Men who had served in every conflict since the Spanish-American War used the space to “share stories, talk about guns and watch old cowboys, said Flores, who is currently the groups Adjunct.

 

The 330th Auxiliary thrived through the 1980s and spurred the Women’s Auxillary, Junior Auxillary for girls and Sons of The American Legion for the boys.  In it’s hayday there were 282 members.  In June 1988 the building and post were rededicated to honor George W. Danuck who was a forty-three year member and lifelong Ferndale resident.  Two former mayors have been members, late Post Commander Bernie Lennon and longtime member Albert Gertley.

 

Declining membership in the last two decades took its toll and the supporting groups gradually disbanded.  Income from membership and special events also dwindled.

 

“It’s not just American Legion,” Flores said.  “Other groups are loosing members too.  VFWs are closing down too.  This generation isn’t the same.  They come back from the Gulf talking about sand in their teeth, and the old guys say ‘yeah, well we saw jungles or swamps or whatever’ and the young guys don’t want to hear it.  Plus they come back and there’s places like Boogie Fever or any of those other places.  And what can we offer them?  We just let them go.”

 

From 2008-2009 membership in the American Legion fell from 92 members to 54, and they could no longer justify the expense of the building.  They sold the property to the City and spent the past six months moving out.  Many items like the Bingo equipment and furniture were sold.  Historical documents and mementos are in storage, though some will be donated to The Ferndale Historical Society.

 

Members of the American Legion have served both their country and their community.  An annual poppy sale and pop tab collection raises money to buy equipment for Vetrans’ hospitals.  They take part in Memorial Day and Flag Day services, and provide scholarship money to local students.

 

Flores has been a member of American Legion for 33 years.  He served as Commander from 1982-84 and was on active duty during the Vietnam War.  He says that the remaining members will continue to meet, but that they aren’t actively seeking new membership.  Much of the money left from the building sale will be put into a scholarship fund for Ferndale High School students, Flores said.
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2009 Fire Department Awards Given to Ferndale Firemen

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

Several Ferndale Firemen were presented with awards for 2009 at the Jan. 25, 2010 city council meeting.  Fire Sgt. Ron Makowski presented a Citizen Award to Shirley Sines. Fire Chief Schmidt presented the Award of Excellence to Pat Sheehan, Ron Makowski and John Theut. Life Saving - Fire Awards were presented to Sgt. Ken Kronner, and Firefighters  Kevin Northup and Rick Kelly. The Medal of Valor was awarded to Ken Kronner and Tom Koster.  

 

Citizen Award – Shirley Sines
 

On Nov. 5, 2010 Firefighters responded to a call from Apartment 308 at 1225 Orchard.  The caller, Shirley Sines, reported to us that she smelled smoke.  There was no fire in her apartment, and the responders determined that smoke was coming from the apartment below her.  Makowski said that the apartment manager’s key did not work and firefighters had to use a sledge hammer to open the door.  Once inside they found a woman asleep in bed, who they were able to wake up and escort to safety.  The woman had left food cooking on the stove, which was the source of the smoke.  The Department recognized Sines with an award for her quick response in helping to save her neighbor’s life and apartment.

 

Award of Excellence – Pat Sheehan, Ron Makowski and John Theut
 

Pat Sheehan was given an Award of Excellence for his work in putting in a new fire engine in service, retrofitting Engine #1, making repairs to the tank fill system and for electrical and plumbing repairs at the station.

 

Ron Makowski was given the award for his work in organizing, training and outfitting the Technical Rescue Team.

 

And John Theut was recognized for his work in implementing the new 800 Mhz radio system, and on the Oakland County Radio Oversight Committee.  He also has helped train others county-wide on the new system.

 

 

Life Saving Fire Awards – Sgt. Ken Kronner, Kevin Northup and Rick Kelly
 

Three firemen were recognized for saving the life of a man trapped by an Oct. 31 2009 apartment fire.  At 6:28 p.m. Sgt. Ken Kronner, Kevin Northup and Rick Kelly took a hose line into the apartment and attacked a fire in the kitchen.  As the smoke lifted, Kronner spotted the victim unconscious in the living room.  He directed as Northup and Kelly rescued the man.  They removed him from the apartment, and medics from Fire Station 2 resuscitated him and transported him to the hospital.  The man is still in the hospital with severe burns, but would not be alive today if not for the rescue team.
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Medal of Valor – Sgt. Ken Kronner and Tom Koster
 

In the category of Medal of Valor, firefighters must have acted without regard to their own safety in order to save, or attempt to save, another life.  Because this is the first time Fire Awards have been given out, this award goes back to a 2000 arson fire in Royal Oak Township.  Schmidt, who was a Captain at the time, directed the rescue.  Schmidt said, “The Oakland County Sheriff’s Department asked us to help the Royal Oak Township Fire Department at a structure fire on April 6, 2000. When we arrived the two story house was burning from top to bottom and front to back. Only a small section of the rear of the house was not on fire. 

 

‘Only one Township firefighter was making any attempt to rescue the five children reported to be trapped. As we got to the back of the house with our hose line he was bringing out one child, already dead. He said there were four more and he was going back in. I directed Ken and Tom to take the hose line and go in with him. Several minutes later Ken and Tom each brought out a victim (dead).  They wanted to go back in and search some more for the last two children. I told them the structure was becoming unstable and they had two minutes, after which I would order them out, and I did. 

 

‘They did not find the other two children whose bodies were recovered the next day. Shortly after they exited the entire rear of the home flashed over (ignited), ending any further rescue attempt. It was so hot inside that both of their turnout coats were smoldering and their helmets were showing the first signs of melting.  

 

‘Their efforts to find those children were courageous to say the least. 

 

‘The children’s father owed a drug dealer money and the dealer, who started the fire, was mad at the father because he had not paid. Six years later the arsonist Juwan Deering  was convicted of murder and sent to prison for life.”

 

This is the first year that the Fire Department has given out awards, but Schmidt said that the department will begin recognizing such accomplishments at council as they happen in 2010 and beyond.




New Colage Chapter Gives Kids and Parents a Chance to Connect

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

Growing up, Lea Brown wasn’t apt to tell people that she was the daughter of a lesbian.  “No 13 year old wants their parents to have anything about them that is different,” she says.  “I didn’t want to draw attention to it.”

 

But as she got older, Brown realized the comfort and positive reinforcement that could come from meeting others in her situation.  “It wasn’t until I did an internship at Colage in San Francisco that I really started to get excited and feel good about talking my family.  It was such an amazing atmosphere at Colage.  It has shaped who I am and what my life is about.”

 

Brown interned for two and a half months before coming back to Ferndale and taking the position of Social and Activities Coordinator at Affirmations.  In addition to administering several programs at the community center, Brown has decided to start the Metro Detroit Chapter of Colage so that young people in our community can share in the experience of LGBT families becoming friends.  

 

The group had their first meeting at Affirmations on Saturday, January 16, 2010, which included a potluck dinner, activities for the kids and a discussion about the difficulties of being a gay parent.

 

Over a dozen youngsters, mostly in the 6-12 year old range, enjoyed making a poster with crayon drawings of their diverse families. “I made my family with a rainbow,” said one little boy whose parents wished him to remain unidentified. “We like rainbows.”  Another drew all three of his mommys and one daddy.  They also enjoyed decorating cookies and getting to know each other.  

 

“Colage can offer whatever kinds of activities the community needs,” said Brown.  “There are some Colage groups with older kids that like to go out bowling, some groups that do things like go to the zoo or have parties, and there are groups of Colage that are kids in their 20s who meet and go to the bar.  Every Colage group is different.”  Brown set up the potluck to see what ages of children might come to such a group, and took time at the meeting to talk with parents about their needs.  

 

In general parents said they found it hard to find other gay-parent families with children the same age as theirs.  “We don’t know anybody else,” said Janie Lara.  She and partner Sarah Gesch said that raising their 12 year old son Miles wasn’t too difficult until he entered middle school.  “This year has been the most challenging,” Lara said.  “This is the age everybody is defining themselves, and children are really judgmental of each other.  It’s hard.”  The couple hopes that by joining a group like Colage it will help Miles make friends that have the same kinds of problems as him, so that he has other people to open up to.

 

“There are others of us, but they don’t all live in this area.  My kids are the old gay family that I know about in our school district,” said Lisa Malburg, a mother from Monroe Township.

 

Chapter Leader Brown said that as a Colage intern she was able to watch how children of gay parents interacted and grew at summer camp.  “At first the kids are angry and don’t want to be there.  But as they open up to each other you can see it.  Someone says they’ve had an experience – like being bullied at school, and other kids relate to it and they naturally start to talk about it.”

 

Parents also had concerns with how to deal with bullying at school, knowing how to open they should encourage their children to be, how much to tell the schools about their home life, and how LGBT parents feel pressured to raise good children.

 

“It feels like there are people just waiting for us to mess up, so they can say gay parenting is bad,”  said one young mother.  “It is a lot of pressure.”  

 

As The Metro Detroit Colage Chapter forms, Brown will be contacting parents to find out how often they would like to meet, and what types of activities they would like to have.  An option may be to meet regularly at Affirmations, or to choose various locations throughout the Detroit area.  They are also considering if they should place age requirements on the group.

 

Colage is a social empowerment and activist group for children with LGBT parents.  According to their introduction pamphlet  “Colage members range in age from 1 day to 100 years old.  We live in all 50 states and come from different racial, ethnic, economic and religious backgrounds.  Some have 1 gay parent, others have 5.  Some also have straight parents.  Many were adopted or conceived by donor insemination.  All are affected by hurtful laws and society’s prejudices.  But our common bond – the experience of being children of LGBT parents – connects us on a deeply personal level and makes us the ultimate experts on LGBT family life.”

 

For more information about the newly forming Metro Detroit Colage group, contact Social Activities Coordinator Lea Brown at 248-398-7105 or email RBrown@GoAffirmations.org.
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211 West 9 Mile Road
Ferndale, MI 48220 
(248) 547-5878

Gifts and specialty items 
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Did you know that Blumz by JR Designs also has tuxedo rental?  For weddings, dances and other occasions, get the flowers and style you 

need at Blumz.
Ferndale 
3 blocks East of Woodward Avenue
248.398.5130
503 East Nine Mile Road 
Ferndale, MI 48220 
248.398.5136 (fax

  







Bosco Benefit Raises Money for Haiti Reconstruction

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

Over 200 people packed The Bosco at 22930 Woodward on Wednesday night to raise $3,100 for Architecture for Humanity, a group focusing on rebuilding the earthquake-torn country with long-term sustainable housing.

 

Reem Sater, who manages a home care agency in Troy, organized the fundraiser after hearing how relatives of hers in Miami donated over 1,000 lbs of food and clothing to relief efforts.  
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“We don’t really see Hatians here in Michigan too often,” Sater said.  “But when I visit my family in Miami I see them all the time.  Even without a disaster like this there is so much poverty and desolation there.  In another month the media won’t be covering it anymore, but the problems will go on.  That’s why I chose to do this for Architecture for Humanity.  They have long term plans and know what’s going on there.”

 

For ten years Architecture for Humanity has been providing professional services to groups like Habitat for Humanity, UN Habitat, Oprah’s Angel Network, City of New York Office of Emergency Management and others.  They have been involved in building projects in Uganda, Sri Lanka, South Africa, India, Louisiana and Mississippi.

 

Sater said she was surprised there weren’t more fundraisers for Haiti in the area, and that The Bosco was the perfect location for one.  She and friend Linda Warda worked closely with Bosco co-owner Daniel Haberman to organize and promote the event.  “I wanted to 

have it here because it’s the perfect atmosphere to tie in with the theme of architecture, and because it’s smoke-free.”  

 

The Bosco donated a free drink for each $20 donation, as well as a portion for all the sales for the night.  “Reem and Linda made a great choice in Architecture for Humanity. Many charities like the Red Cross do amazing work, but AFH covers a different need - long-term reconstruction.  We’re happy to host them here,” Haberman said.

 

For more information on Architecture for Humanity, go to www.architectureforhumanity.org.  For more information on The Bosco, go to www.thebosco.com.  For more community news about Ferndale, go to www.ferndale115.com.

American Pop!  
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American Pop!
175 W. Nine Mile Road
Ferndale, MI 48220
(248) 837-9835

Hours:
Tues-Sat 11am-8pm
Sunday 11am-6pm






Lessons from Love and Logic

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

Spanish teacher Margaret Pease got double benefit from the free Love and Logic Seminar given to Ferndale Schools parents on January 20, 2010.  “I think it’s motivated me to make some positive choices as a parent and a teacher,” she said.  Pease teaches 9th grade Spanish in Detroit Public Schools and also has a six year old son at home.

 

“I like the idea of limiting choices,” she said.  “I think that’s what I’ll try to focus on first, both with my young one and with the students.”

 

Pease and others listened as Gloria Sherman, a middle school counselor from Lapeer and 12-year Love and Logic coach, gave ideas for how to raise a more respectful child.  Sherman says that she uses the techniques on her grandchildren.
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“On average a child spends 7.2 hours a day on media like video games, TV, Internet, and texting.  It’s important to understand that we really need to have close, personal bonds with our children.

 

Sherman gave examples of ways parents can avoid arguments and power struggles.  She said that children do better if they feel empowered and respected, and unafraid to try new things.  She referenced a quote by Stacia Taucher that said “We worry about what a child will become tomorrow, yet we forget that he is someone today.”  

 

She said that the average child gets over 300 commands a day.  She recommends changing those commands into questions that lead children to finding their own solutions.  Part of her presentation took volunteers from the audience and gave them parent-children roles.

 

One ‘parent” ordered the “child” to go brush their teeth, and the child responded with the typical “No, I don’t want to!”

 

But the second “parent” encouraged the “child” by asking them a leading question.  “What do you need to do if you don’t want your teeth to feel skuzzy?”  

 

The “child” then thought about the action and came to their own conclusion.  “Brush them,” she said.
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Sherman also stressed the importance of parents modeling good behavior for their children.  “When you yell at your kids for doing something wrong, you are teaching them two things.  One is to be careful about making mistakes, and two is that it’s okay to be angry.”  She said that making mistakes and learning from them is an important part of growing up, and if we take that away from children when they are young they will have more trouble adjusting and learning when they are older.  

 

“The road to wisdom is paved with mistakes,” she said.  “I want my children and my grandchildren to listen to their own inner voice, because if they don’t trust themselves they will turn to their friends and others to make choices for them.”

 

Discipline is a common problem for parents, but Sherman suggests that grown-ups learn to not give kids as many warnings when they are behaving badly.  “Your kids know when you mean business, but you need to always mean business,” she said.  “The more warnings we give our children, the more they need.  They don’t listen the first time because we have trained them not to listen.  We need to follow words with action.”

 

The seminar also gave information about effective ways of rewarding children, how to connect better with children, and the importance of spending time with them.  

 

Ferndale Youth Assistance brings Love and Logic to Ferndale-area parents at least once a year.  The group works closely with The Ferndale School District and the Ferndale Police Department to provide young people and their families the resources they need to improve their lives.  Last year FYA sent 76 children to camp, organized two youth involvement nights, mentored nine youth and spent over $4,000 granting students opportunities to enrich their academic lives.  To find our more about FYA go to www.ferndaleyouthassistance.org.







Students Share Ferndale Schools Experience at Community Breakfast

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

“I love this school so much.  My dream is to come back to Ferndale to be a history teacher,” said Ferndale High School senior Bridget Salogar as she and nineteen fellow students answered questions at the annual Ferndale Schools Community Breakfast.

 

The event, held at Ferndale High School on Wednesday, January 27, 2010, introduced community and business leaders to students from Ferndale High School and University High School as well as principals from all grade levels.

 

“It’s clear that our students have had the kind of successes that make us proud and are indicative of the education afforded to them here,” said Superintendent Gary Meier.  As visitors from the Chamber of Commerce, parents and newly elected councilperson Melanie Piana enjoyed a light breakfast, the Superintendent gave an overview of the school district’s “points of pride” for 2009.  The Ferndale High School Marching Band took first place in the State Championships.   School Board of Education Vice President Keith Warnick won a Level 1 Award of Merit from the Michigan Association of School Boards.  And in 2009, 98% of University High School seniors graduated in 2009, with 99% of them going on to college and 1% going into the military.

 

“It’s easy to look at our schools and compare them with other districts.  But in order to grow we need to look at how we are improving from within.  It’s important to see how we’re doing compared to our baseline,” Meier said.  “Our test scores are going up and more students are succeeding.  We have many different students with different types of needs.”

 

Students spoke about their personal experiences at both district high schools.  The young people talked about involvement in groups like National Honor Society, student government, sports, band, school newspaper, and business-focused groups like DECA.

 

“The school provided me with tons of opportunities to try different things, and go into any career field,” said Halara Johnson, a senior at University High School.  “My personal choice is business technology.  I plan to build a business empire someday.”  Johnson is currently debating between Michigan State University and Perdue.
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In addition to the academic and extracurricular environment, students also valued the culture of their schools.  “I like that we’re small.  We don’t have the problems that bigger schools have with people not fitting in or with bullys or anything like that.  Everybody knows you here,” said University High School senior Alexandria Elliot.

 

At Ferndale High School the climate seems to be the same.  “I love the diversity.  You’re not just hanging out with the same type of people that you grew up with.  Chaldeans don’t just talk to Chaldeans, Caucasians don’t just talk to Caucasians.  We’re all here to learn and get along and I don’t think it’s like that at other schools,” said Ferndale High School Senior Class President Eva Sinawi. 

Principals from lower-grade level schools also talked about what their schools have to offer younger students.  Deana Krause, principal at Roosevelt Primary, talked about the various ways they help young minds get focused on learning.  The school has over 400 students in grades K-3.  “Every morning we play soft music for the first five minutes of the day.  That gives parents a chance to say goodbye and lets students know that it’s time to learn.”  They also have football players from Ferndale High School come every Thursday to interact with the kids, and they have their own form of student government called Kindness Club.

 

Meier says that he expects Ferndale Schools to continue to improve.  In the past year Ferndale High School has created a Dean of Students position with an academic performance focus.  Meier’s two main goals are financial stability and student achievement.  Last year the district operated at a slight surplus.  “Next year things are going to be tougher.  There will be additional cuts in State funding, but we will find a way to continue to achieve our goals so that we can continue to offer a good education for our children.”

 

For more information about Ferndale Schools, go to www.ferndaleschools.org.  For more information about Ferndale go to The Ferndale 115 News at www.ferndale115.com.
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Ferndale Gal Goes Full Throttle With National Motor Magazine for the Ladies

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

When she was a student at Ferndale High School, Doni Langdon felt like an out-of-place tomboy who was too busy with welding class to worry about make-up or shopping.  But now the 27-year-old entrepreneur has turned her love of cars and motorcycles into a nationally-distributed women’s magazine aptly called Throttle Gals.

 

Unlike traditional motorcycle and hot rod magazines, Throttle Gals features women as fully-dressed, competent mechanics showing off the tough and sporty machines they have built and repaired for themselves.  “These are real women. Everyone you see is with her vehicle – not a model and not someone in her husband’s or her boyfriend’s ride.  It’s her pride and joy.”
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The magazine also gives practical advice for ladies at any level of mechanical experience.  The premiere issue features and illustrated guide to changing a tire and an article about custom fabricating body panels.

 

Langton came up with the idea of a women’s motor magazine four years ago while working as an editor for The Horse, a magazine with a target audience of men.  “I wanted my formed boss to do it, but he thought it was a stupid idea,” she said.  “Then I got let go so they could give my job to an intern.  I felt like I’m done being kicked down in a man’s world.  So I did the magazine to help empower other women.”

 

“I knew I wasn’t the only one who liked to work on cars,” she said.  Langdon began to seek out other women at car and bike shows and started gathering stories.  She teamed up with artist and Ironhead rider Trish Horstman from Howell to create the logo and look for Throttle Gals.

 

The cover model, Athena “Chickee” Ransom is the owner of Vagabond Choppers in Ft. Lauderdale, FL.  “This woman is my hero,” Langdon said.  “We choose her because of her skill.  She owns the motorcycle shop and built the bike herself.  She’s also a breast cancer survivor.  I’m so proud to know her.”

 

Women from Chicago, New York, Las Vegas and Ventura, CA are featured in the January 2010 issue.  “It’s been great going to races and meeting other women like [image: image62.jpg]


me.  My husband gets a little jealous that I go to all the shows while he stays here with the kids. But really he is so supportive.”

 

Langdon’s husband Steve is also a ratchet-head, who proposed to her in a garage.  Now the couple lives in Shelby Township and is raising their two sons Michael (6) and Carter (4) to know their way around a shop.

 

“Before anything else I am a mom first – a Christian mom,” she says.  “I won’t put anything in my magazine that I wouldn’t want them to pick up.”

 

More information about Throttle Gals can be found at www.throttlegals.com.  
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2010 Ferndale Blues Festival
now through Feb 6!
Money raised goes to help Ferndale Youth Assistance and Michigan AIDS Coalition.  For information on how to be part of this great event go to:

www.ferndale
blues
festival
.org




Wolfman Mac hosts classic 'B' horror and cheesy sci-fi movies on Wolfman Mac's Chiller Drive-In™ (formerly known as Nightmare SINema). You can catch Chiller Drive-in every Saturday night at 10 pm on RTV and at Midnight on Detroit's My TV 20 and Ft. Myers' My TV 8!







Evoking the Artist Within

By: Aly Darin 

 

What happens when you surround yourself with 10,000 professionals who share the same passion and excitement for the same business you’re in?  For me, it turned into three days full of self-discovery and a series of meaningful realizations. I’ve recently returned from one of the largest national conventions for photographers, ImagingUSA, which took place in Nashville, Tenn.  (www.imagingusa.org)  

My assumption was that I would come home with new business ideas, vendors or ways to increase my exposure.  Surprisingly, though, it was a visual wake-up to my artistic sensibilities.  
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One class I attended, The Portrait as an Art Form by JuliAnne Jonker, really hit home. JuliAnne is a photographer, painter and sculptor.  (www.jonkerportraitgallery.com) Her slideshow began with a review of The Old Masters, such as Rembrandt, Vermeer and others, and what elements of their work put them at the forefront during their era. She also discussed how each artist inspires her and how she brings that inspiration into her work, an aspect to which I readily relate. From Michelangelo to Rodin to Degas and photographers like Edward Steichen and Alfred Stieglitz, watching this slideshow was like being back in my college art history class – and it was so invigorating. It had been so long since I had spent time with the artists who helped me realize that I wanted art to be the focus of my life and career.    

 

JuliAnne mentioned a quote that read, “Our style is a combo of all those who have inspired & influenced us, with ourselves mixed in”.  Yes, I take photos – and I love every minute of the photographic process, but I also reach into other disciplines to express myself.  While working on my Bachelor of Fine Arts degree, I was lucky enough to realize my passion for other media, such as drawing.  While working on my final art show before graduating, it became crystal clear how subjective art can be.  As I pour my heart & soul into my creative process I become more comfortable within the individuality of my artwork.  
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As an artist taking a photograph, I take a lot more into consideration than just picking up the camera and snapping images. I see the luxury in composing an image, considering what is going on in the surroundings, and anticipating the exact moment to click the shutter. Like Michelangelo’s intense lights & darks, Rembrandt’s soft expression and Alma Tadema’s compositions, the use of textures, storytelling and posing, my mind travels in so many places that are now second nature for me. That is why I love doing what I do … because there is so much more to being a photographer than holding a camera in your hand.  

 

Once I returned to Michigan after the convention, I took a look back at the many diverse artists that inspire me. I don’t think of them individually when I take a photo – but I know that studying their work has left a permanent impression on me and helped mold me into the photographer and artist I am today.  Photographers such as - Sally Mann, Dorothea Lange, Andre Kertesz, Edward Weston and Jerry Uelsmann. I know I will forever treasure the impact they have had, while still being able to retain my vision.  As art is subjective, we take what we find in an image or a piece of artwork and it becomes something unique to each of us. 

 

The beauty of being the artist is that the subject chooses why they love something, which then leads them to decide what they need and who can help them achieve that need. That is how I know I have found the right clients – they know me as an individual, my work, how it speaks to them and they want me to create that experience for them. In return, I make sure they feel 100 percent comfortable with me, 100 percent of the time.  In many ways, they become a member of my family – which couldn’t make me happier. This relationship often leads to repeat business as families grow and need their life experiences documented through photography.

 

My hope as an artist and photographer is to create images that speak and create a unique impact on each viewer.  I carry this idea into my love for documenting life and couldn’t have verbalized this feeling better than my wonderful aunt Deni, who recently said, “You have a higher purpose, you are the keeper of our memories, the historian.  Without you, what will the next generation think?”
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Photography sheds light on how an individual views the world through one’s eyes.  And it all leads me to wonder – if you put 10,000 photographers in one location and asked them to photograph the same subject, how many different images would you end up with?

PHOTO INFORMATION:

 

Photos #1 and #3 were taken at a nearby park on the final day of the conference.  Photo #2 was taken at The Lost River Cave, just outside of Bowling Green, Kentucky.  To see more photos, please visit:  www.alydarinphotography.com and check out the blog at: www.alydarinphoto.wordpress.com




C! Tech Solutions - Your small business and home computer repair, service, support, and consulting specialists. We are a proud member of the Ferndale community, and provide service the northern Metro Detroit area.  You can reach us by web, by phone at 586.995.0509, or by Twitter as @ctechsinc.  Why Settle For a Geek When You Can Hire a Pro?







Who Cares About Local History?

A Ferndale Historical Society View

From The Crow’s Nest

Winter 2010

 

“I’ve only live in Ferndale two years.  Why should I care anything about Ferndale history?”  A legitimate question.  Newer resident tend to be preoccupied with the present and future.  The past seems remote, uninteresting and decidedly unimportant.  Yet an acquaintance with the city’s past can explain why Ferndale remains the still thriving “small town” that it is today.  As a community the city prevails thanks to its key location on Woodward, its constructive responses to the challenges of changing times, and the dedicated commitment of its residents – a tradition of which newcomers, whether they are aware of it or not, are an integral part.

 

The Ferndale Historical Society Museum is an information resource supported solely by membership dues, book and memorabilia sales, and on occasional grant.  The museum maintains the city’s only repository of Ferndale history, a vital link to the preservation of the record of southeastern Michigan’s past.  Examples of the museum’s resources of special interest to Ferndale residents include:

 

-Assorted abstracts of Ferndale properties, some dating to the 1820s

-Farm implements (Grix Farm), various tools dating to 1900

-Local school histories including sports, scrapbooks and yearbooks

-Housing/building records, street by street, dating to 1901

-Local Veterans records, memorabilia, photos

-Ferndale Gazette (local newspaper 1929-1979), digital files

-Political history, from early Village days to present day

-Photo files of people, buildings, and events dating from Village days to present

-Clipping files, dating to the early Village to present day

-Residents’ biographies and obituaries

-Police and Fire records, memorabilia and photos

-Service clubs and organization records

-Church histories

-Written memoirs by Ferndale residents

-Models of significant local buildings

 

Please visit soon, newcomer or long-time resident, to discover your place in Ferndale history.  Welcome to your museum!







EmployNet Gives Out-of-Work Ferndalians a Chance to Connect

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

Every Monday morning Ellen Peters gets up and heads to the local Hambo Coney Island to meet up with other unemployed Ferndalians for free coffee, job search ideas and support.  She sits with an out-of-work high school Spanish teacher, a machine tool designer, a jewelry artist, an architect an IT consultant, an auto worker, a former President Tuxedo store manager, and others of all ages and backgrounds to try and solve their common problem: how to get a job.

 

“We started out in November with just four of us, but we get more coming every week,” Peters says.  “The idea is that hopefully people will leave the group when they get jobs, but so far we keep growing.”

 

The group, known as EmployNet, arose from an online networking forum started at the Ferndale Career Center.  “We encourage people to get online and use social networking such as Linkedin, Facebook and Twitter to reach employers in new ways.  These guys have taken it a step further and started meeting in person to trade ideas on their own,” says Ferndale Career Center Training Facilitator Heather Coleman.

 

They discuss everything from how to prepare the best resume, how to find job recruiters online, employment scams, rumors of who is hiring and who is laying off, what programs are available to help and how to deal with depression while out of work.

 

“The plight of the unemployed has to be out there,” says former construction and heavy equipment parts salesperson Jim Reich.  “People talk about unemployment as numbers – not as people.  But here we are.”

 

Reich has been out of work for nearly a year, and looks forward to the Monday morning meetings.  “I feel guilty if I don’t get on the computer every day and look, but sometimes I feel like I’m just going through the motions.”

 

Motivation plays a big role in EmployNet.  “It gives you a deadline to get things done.  You know you’re coming to the group on Monday, so you want to accomplish your goals before then,” says Lynn Cottril, a displaced technical support expert.

 

“I never realized how much of a social animal I was until I stopped going into work every day,” says Reich.  “Cabin fever is a big problem.”

 

Alvita Lozano used to work in architecture and interior design.  She started blogging about fashion and doing volunteer work to fill in some of her new free time, but says that getting together with like-minded people helps her feel more optimistic.  “It’s like the way people come together after a natural disaster or some kind of tragedy.  We’re not in our normal every day circles.  It’s like we’re all in this together.  You meet people you never would have met before, and the camaraderie is really a key part.  You’re not part of your job anymore, so this gives you a place to belong.”

In addition to EmployNet, many of the unemployed Ferndale residents take advantage of classes and workshops offered at The Ferndale Career Center.  They share resources and bring copies of informative articles and websites so that they can all learn together.  Peters takes notes and also moderates the group’s blog at www.employnet.blogspot.com.
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EmployNet meets each Monday at 9:30 a.m. at Hambo Coney Island at 22900 Woodward.  Anyone who can use help or support in their job search is welcome to attend.  Coffee is provided, and Hambo’s low-cost breakfast options fit the budget of most people who receive unemployment benefits.







Ferndale Blues Festival Kicks Off

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

Hundred of people are flocking to 23 downtown Ferndale hotspots for the Annual Blues Festival, which benefits Ferndale Youth Assistance and Michigan AIDS Coalition. This year there are over 66 blues concerts and 75 blind blue piggy banks at stores, restaurants and bars to collect funds.

 

Bands like Even Exchange, The Dave Walker Band, Drum Station North, The Sun Messengers and The Tom Dennis Trio featuring Linda Piccoli have already performed to packed houses.  It was standing room only at Dino’s, Rosie O’Gradys, and Comos on Saturday night and as the ten-day concert series continues through February 6 there is plenty more fun to be had.

 

“This is so much fun, and it helps out two of our great local charities,” said volunteer Josh Jamie who passed the pig at Buffalo Wild Wings on Saturday night.  “Who wouldn’t want to be part of it?”

 

The community-wide efforts include more than just nightlife.  On Saturday, February 6 there will be a rib cook-off from noon to 5 p.m. behind Dinos in a heated 4,000 square foot tent with music by The Reefermen.  The cost is $10 for adults and free for the kids.
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The Emory is hosting a Blues Brunch on weekend days from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., and Dino’s has special Creole-style dishes throughout the event.  The Ferndale Public Library has a special blues display, with new blues CDs and books available to help residents further their appreciation of the genre.  And of the event’s signature blind blue pigs, many were made out of paper Mache by autistic children from Cooley High School in Detroit.

 

The event is sponsored by Bud Light, Blue Care Network, Svedka Vodka, Dino’s Lounge and others, including The Ferndale 115 News.  Ferndale Youth Assistance provides many services for area young people, including sending youth to camp, mentoring programs and events.  Michigan AIDS Coalition provides HIV testing, counseling, education and other programs to help those affected statewide by the disease.  
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The festival runs through February 6, 2010.  More information can be found at www.ferndalebluesfestival.org.
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Big Read’s Big Deal

By, Emily Husband

Manager at The Emory

 

The Big Read is coming up this March, do you have your copy of the Maltese Falcon, by Dashiell Hammett?  Those who attended this month’s Book Party at the Emory received theirs as a door prize, thanks to the Ferndale Public Library and the National Endowment for the Arts. 

 
Thursday, January 21st, was the third Book Party co-hosted by the Emory, Ferndale’s favorite classy burger joint, and the Public Library.   About 40 people showed up to discuss The Tender Bar, by JR Moehringer.  Those who showed their library card received a free drink and the Emory provided appetizers, as well.   


The inception of Book Parties at the Emory came about as a way to get people both excited about the upcoming Big Read and to remind everyone that the Ferndale Public Library is a really cool resource!  Those involved in the planning picked three books known to inspire lots of interesting commentary, set the dates in advance and provided a forum for people to express their views and hopefully make some new friends—a book club, but more!   Arranged in the bar where food and drink was flowing, conversation definitely got interesting, and a party was had by all.   


The fourth and final Book Party, discussing The Maltese Falcon, will be held at the Emory, Thursday, March 18th, at 7:30pm, and is one part of the month-long agenda for the Big Read.  As before, those who show their library card will receive a free drink and the Emory will be providing some light snacks for the event.  All are welcome, even if you haven’t finished (or started) the book.  No reservations necessary, just show up.  More information can be found on the Emory’s website, www.theemory.com. 
For those who don’t already know, The Big Read is a big deal!  It is a program created 5 years ago by the National Endowment for the Arts to promote literary reading and to “inspire people across the country to pick up a good book.”  It began with just 10 communities, choosing from 4 classic titles and has grown to 267 communities choosing from 27 amazing books! 


The Ferndale Public Library applied to the program, and now our small town will be celebrating the great detective novel, The Maltese Falcon, by Dashiell Hammett, throughout the month of March.   The library received a grant from the NEA to purchase multiple copies of the book and plan events for a month of learning, discussing, and celebrating.  For a complete list of Ferndale’s Big Read events, check out the websites for the Ferndale Public Library and the NEA:   www.ferndale.lib.mi.us, www.neabigread.org. 




Public Meetings to Discuss Potential New Parking Structure

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

The Ferndale Chamber of Commerce and the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) are hosting a series of public meetings to help explain the current debate over building a parking structure downtown, and to give residents and businessowners a chance to ask questions about the proposed plan.

 

The first of three meetings was held on Saturday, January 30, 2010 at Rosie O’Gradys.  Another will be held on Monday, February 01, 2010 at 7 p.m. and again on Wednesday, February 3, 2010 at 9 a.m. at Rosie O’Gradys 279 W. 9 Mile.  

 

DDA Board member Jacki Smith introduced information from previous parking studies that showed a deficit of 483 parking spaces on peak evenings and 115 spaces during peak daytime hours.  On January 22, 2010 she and other DDA Board members passed a resolution stating:

 

“The City of Ferndale and Auto Parking Fund must address the parking deficit and parking management system to protect and sustain businesses in Downtown Ferndale, as well as improve quality of life and support economic growth for the entire City of Ferndale.

 

‘City Services are the first priority of our community, and the City of Ferndale must take immediate action and postpone other new bondable capital improvement projects until it plans for and resolves the parking deficit in Downtown Ferndale by providing for a minimum of an additional new parking spaces in Downtown Ferndale.

 

‘The DDA recommends that the City of Ferndale commits its financial resources towards the bond debt of constructing a parking structure in Downtown Ferndale by FYE [Fiscal Year Ending] 2011 to reduce the overall annual bond debt service so that the Auto Parking Fund can sustain the cost annually.”

 

The parking studies looked at several locations for a parking deck.  The DDA narrowed those options down and has proposed construction in the Withington Parking lot.  Another option would be to build a deck in the lot between City Hall and the Library.

 

Smith said she joined the DDA so that she could get involved in the parking issue, and believes that “we need more voices in this,” she said.  “We need to protect our businesses with how many restaurants can come in to the city, and we need to create a shift in the way we think of parking.”

 

City Manager Bob Bruner was also on hand to answer questions and explain the parking situation from the City’s perspective.  “I don’t think anyone disagrees on the problem.  We agreed on some solutions in December, but when those agreements went to council there was a lot of concern from residents and businesses so we didn’t act on those things.”    The DDA had proposed raising money towards the new deck by increasing annual parking permits, raising the fines for parking tickets, and increasing the hourly rate on meters closest to the Central Business District (CBD).  City Council approved an increase in ticket fines from $6-$10, but postponed votes on the other proposals after several residents and business owners complained.

 

Bruner pointed out ways that the City has attempted to alleviate the parking problem over the past several years.  When he became City Manager in February 2007, he formed a parking committee to evaluate parking problems.  The City has increased parking rates, shifted enforcement hours to capture more revenue, adopted a payment in lieu of policy that requires businesses to replace parking spots that they use in development or pay towards the parking fund, and they have added on street parking on West Troy and Bermuda.  They were also able to squeeze in two extra spaces after re-paving the parking lot that is at the former Rosie O’Grady’s location.

 

Bruner acknowledged that parking is an issue, but said that “where disagreement comes in is the timetable.  Folks downtown want it addressed immediately, but the best way for the City to figure this out is as part of the 2011 budgeting process.”

 

The City is facing a $3-$3.5 million budget deficit for FYE 2011, and is in the beginning stages of trying to find ways to cut costs.  The budget will not be voted on until May, and Bruner feels that any decisions about parking should be discussed as part of that process.  The City is also going to be voting on a three-building municipal project that would renovate City Hall and the Police Station along with the construction of a new Courthouse that would connect to the Police Station.  Council must vote on this project before February 22, 2010 in order to keep the project bids.  The parking structure and the building project both face opposition from residents who think claim that the City should not do any new building while at the same time considering personnel layoffs.  However, the issue is complicated by the fact that employees are paid out of a general fund, while improvements are paid for with bond debt and money that the City has been setting aside for capital improvements.

 

Those who want to learn more about the proposed parking structure and the DDA resolution can go to www.downtownferndale.org, or they can attend one of the upcoming meetings listed above.

For even more community information, including our FERNDALE VIEWS section, go to www.ferndale115.com.
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