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Online Ferndale News, with new editions on the 1st and 15th of each month
●Community News

● Government News

● Police Report

● Event Calendar

● Ferndale Views (opinions from our readers)

● Fans of the Ferndale 115 Program (win great prizes from local businesses while you support community news)

● Subscribe on our homepage for reminders

●Print an entire copy, or only the pages you need

● Community-service based advertising plans to reach over 1,000 Ferndale area readers

● Contact Crystal A. Proxmire for more information on becoming a fan or advertising – editor@ferndale115.com
www.ferndale115.com

Inform, Inspire & Unite on the 1st and 15th of each month

The Ferndale 115 News would like to thank our annual sponsors:
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Community Health Acupuncture, Lenny’s Copy Center, Chazzaon Coffee, FernCare and Western Market.
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Ferndale PROFILE:  Lenny’s Copy Center & More

By, Raquel Salaysay

 

Walk into Lenny’s Copy Center & More, and you immediately grasp the “& More” part of their sign.  Obama glasses, business card holders, key chains and trophies are among the unexpected items you will find here, as well as an impressive display on the back wall of custom printed throw rugs, suitable for hanging. Their inventory also includes Red Hat Society paraphernalia (called Red H’attitude), tie dye kits, and various versions of Monopoly games for sale. 

 

Of course, owners Bob and Mary Lenaway provide the usual copying services and custom printed T-shirts. But since they brought their business to Ferndale from their Detroit location in July of 2006, they soon realized that responding to emerging market trends was the best strategy for survival.  For example, when they first started they mainly focused on transfers for t-shirts, but soon discovered a need for blank t-shirts and hoodies which they promptly added to their shelves.  They also decided to become what Mary calls an “office supply convenience store”, offering just a few kinds of office and computer necessities, but also the advantage of purchasing just a few items instead of in bulk like the more well known stores.  

 

Along with this, the Lenaways also strive to be aware of upcoming events or occasions they can build business around, such as Black History Month in February.  To help celebrate African-American history and its important contributions to the world, they are offering special transfers of famous individuals in art, politics and pop music, as well as a variety of T-shirts displaying the likes of Malcolm X and the Tuskegee Airmen, the first black pilots who fought during World War II.  And if you’re an avid Obama supporter, they definitely got your stuff: mugs, t-shirts, watches and probably anything else you can think of. 

 

But there is another interesting dimension to the Lenaways lives.  For the last 35 years, they have fostered over 100 children, an amazing amount for this couple who have been residents of Ferndale for over two decades.

 

“It’s something I was introduced to as a child by a relative of mine who fostered,” says Mary.  For her, it was a very positive experience.  And when she met Bob, she found out they already had something in common – he was a foster child himself.  

 

As their business grew, so did their family.  They now have 12 children, a combination of birth, step and adopted kids. They have worked exclusively with Orchard Children Services, which is based in Southfield but also have offices in Macomb, Washtenaw and Wayne County.  According to Mary, the adoption process is long, but not necessarily complicated, and the agency is pretty familiar with them by now. Clearly, they love kids, and have successfully provided a loving and supportive environment for many who would otherwise have landed in a less than fortunate situation.

 

With the current economy, a big family and a company to run, the Bob and Mary Lenaway certainly have a lot on their plate. They do, however, consider themselves lucky- they have managed to avoid hiring employees and continue to handle operations with the just the two of them.  “Bob handles the initial meetings and order taking, and I do the rest,” says Mary while her husband assists a customer. “It’s a struggle, but we’re hanging in there.  Our doors still open every day, and we just keep looking for the best buys and try to give the best deals.”  On the plus side, they are starting to build some notoriety beyond Ferndale.  The other day, a caller surprised Mary by saying he was from Canton and that a friend had recommended them. A good sign, as far as the Lenaways are concerned.
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With their diverse and numerous services, Lenny’s Copy Center & More isn’t exactly unprepared for the future. And if by some small chance they don’t offer a particular item someone is interested in, they’ll find a means to procure the product.  After all, Bob does have his motto to stick to:  “If we don’t have it, we’ll get it for you.  Period.”

 

You can find Lenny’s Copy Center & More at 2103 Hilton Road, and if you have a question regarding their wide range of services, you can contact Bob or Mary at 248-544-6313.  




 HYPERLINK "http://www.lennyscopycenter.com/" 



Lenny's copy center was founded in October of 2003 by Bob & Mary Lenaway. They are a family run business committed to giving you a warm welcome, a wide variety of products, fair prices, and old fashioned friendly service.

They offer so many things it's hard to believe they can fit everything in one cozy store. Office Supplies, Printing, Engraving, Rubber Stamps, Laminating, Gift Items, Personalized Tee Shirts, Legal Forms, Desktop publishing, Notary Service, Faxing, Imprinted Merchandise, Printers, Business Machines, Tee Shirt Making Supplies, oh and don't forget about the COPIES!

2103 Hilton

(248) 544-6313

www.
lennys
copycenter.com
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Woman Hit on Woodward in Critical Condition

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

An unidentified woman believed to be in her 20s is in critical condition (as of Wednesday afternoon) after being struck by a car while attempting to cross Woodward Avenue northbound near Vester on the morning of Tuesday, January 12, 2010.  According to police, the woman “stepped out into traffic” at a place where there was no crosswalk, and was hit in the center of the oncoming cars front-end.  Police Chief Kitchen confirmed that the woman was still alive, but in critical condition.  He was unable to give more details about the victim or the accident, but added that that the situation “is just horrible.”

 

Josephine Krasnici, owner of Hambo Coney Island, said that the woman was a student at Virgina Farrell beauty school who used to come in and eat with some of the other students.  “I saw her walk up with a friend after she got off the bus, then she kept walking towards the school.  They always cross there instead of going down to the light.  Someone else was hit in the same place about a year ago.  It’s so sad.
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‘I don’t know if she was dragged under the truck or if she flew but she ended up down the street from where she was hit.   All we heard was the boom.  The restaurant was packed.  We all went to the window to watch.  You couldn’t tell her arms from her head, but we could see her legs.  It’s not like you see on TV.  Not at all, it was horrible.  I looked out the window and her leg was up off the ground and it went up and down, up and down like three times.  She was really messed up and I think it was her nerves ya know.  I’ve never seen anything like that before my eyes.  It makes me want to cry to think about it.”

 

The accident caused part of Woodward Avenue northbound to be closed for about an hour as investigators tried to piece together what happened.  They marked the place of impact and puddles of blood with orange paint, towed away the car involved, and cleaned up the girl’s backpack and school papers that had been strewn along the concrete.  
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2010 Ferndale Blues Festival
is coming Jan 29- Feb 6!

Sponsorships now available.  Money raised goes to help Ferndale Youth Assistance and Michigan AIDS Coalition.  For information on how to be part of this great event go to:

www.ferndale
blues
festival
.org
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Kate Baker New Mayor Pro Tem, Other Council Appointments

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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On Monday, January 11, 2010 three members of the 42rd Ferndale City Council were sworn in, and members of the Library Board took their own oath of office.  Newly elected Melanie Piana made her first motion as a council member, nominating Kate Baker for the Mayor Pro Tem position.  Other appointments were made as well.

 

Piana, who works full time promoting urban planning as part of The Michigan Suburbs Alliance, is now part of the Zoning Board of Appeals.  She joins Mayor Craig Covey as a Ferndale Community Foundation Board Member, and is also on the City Manager Liaison Committee, Fire Chief Liaison Committee, and The Southeast Michigan Council of Governments.

 

Scott Galloway ended his term as Mayor Pro Tem, though he was appointed to several committees.  He now sits on the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority, the City Clerk Liaison Committee, the Finance Committee, the Ferndale Public Schools Superintendent Advisory Committee, the Liquor License Review Committee, the Ordinance Committee, the Pleasant Ridge Fire Contract Committee and the Police and Fire Retirement System Board of Trustees.

 

The new Mayor Pro Tem Baker’s job will be to fill in for Mayor Covey if he is unavailable to perform his duties at functions such as City Council Meetings and representing the City at public events.  

 

“Mayor Pro Tem is an honor for me because it was proposed by and voted on by my colleagues - I truly appreciate their vote of confidence. It's important to me, as a woman, to be a role model and encourage other women to get involved in public office - I hope that any higher profile brought by the office of Mayor Pro Tem will help further this goal,”  Baker told The Ferndale 115 News. 

 

“As for official duties, from what I understand this is largely an administrative role, filling in for the Mayor in his absence. I was encouraged by the Mayor Pro Tems in Madison Heights and Hazel Park, Brian Hartwell and Jan Parisi, to join their ‘club’, but they haven't yet taught me the secret handshake,” Baker said in jest.

 

She will also be serving on the City Manager Liaison Committee, Employees Retirement System Board of Trustees, Fire Chief Liaison Committee and the Plan Commission.

 

Councilperson Lennon has been appointed to the City Clerk Liaison Committee, Construction Board of Appeals, Finance Committee, Highway Committee, Ordinance Committee, and the Police Chief Liaison Committee.  

 

After being re-elected with no opponent, Mayor Craig Covey is on the Highway Committee, Pleasant Ridge Fire Contract Committee, Police and Fire Retirement System Board of Trustees, Police Chief Liaison Committee and the Highway Committee.  He continues to serve on the Board of the Community Foundation.

 

Many aspects of city government fall under City Council oversight, and these members spend hours working with other departments and board members to ensure that residents needs are being served.  More information about the various boards can be found at the City of Ferndale website at http://www.ferndale-mi.com.  Video of City Council meetings is also available.
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Burr… It’s cold outside.  Stop by the deli at Western Market for some warm soup.
 
Look online for Soup of the Day
 


Go to westernmarket.net
For weekly specials & printable coupons



447 W. 9 Mile Road

Ferndale, MI 48220

(248) 546-7288


[image: image47.jpg]


Fire in Building Thought to Be Empty

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

Ferndale Fire Marshall Brian Batten was surprised that a fire had broken out and damaged $30,000 to $50,000 worth of electrical equipment at 3325 Hilton, because as far as the City knew the building was supposed to be vacant.

 

At nearly two in the morning of January 5, 2010 a police officer on patrol spotted flames coming from the windows of the building. Ferndale, Madison Heights and Royal Oak fire departments arrived at the scene and worked their way through the cluttered shop to put out a fire in back.  There was only slight smoke damage to the neighboring business, Studio H. Salon, but much of the equipment being stored was destroyed.
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According to Fire Chief Schmidt, the owner of the building had never obtained a certificate of occupancy, and was using it illegally for storage, although it is in a retail area.  “The Community Development Authority handles knows all the zoning laws, and it will be up to them if they make him move out or not.  He is technically in there illegally and they can tell him to cease and desist.”  The cause of the fire is still under investigation.  There were no injuries.  
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Inside Every Home Water Meters Will Be Replaced

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

Over the next 18 months the Department of Public Works and their contractors SLC Meter Service will be entering every home in the city to upgrade the water meter, with a new digital meter reading system with radio transmission.  

“We are trying to go green,” says Water Department Supervisor Daniel Harper.  “With this new system there is no need to drive to every block to read the meters, it is all done through radio signals.  Also we can tell if we have a backflow condition, or if the customer has a large leak in their house, the computer will red-flag the address.”  

The project will cost $1.9 million dollars, and will be done in phases starting with the south east district, which is from 8 Mile to 9 Mile east of Hilton.  Replacement will begin on January 18, 2010.  Letters will be sent to every home, and residents can call SLC toll-free at 1-800-335-1448 to schedule their appointments once they receive the letters.  Most meters are inside the house and likely in the basement. 

While the meter is being replaced, the water will be turned off for approximately 45 minutes.  Harper asks that residents make sure that the area around the meters is accessible to the workers, as well as access to the meters located outside the home.

Those with questions can call the Department of Public Works at 248-546-2514 weekdays from 7:30 am to 4pm.

Community Acupuncture
$15 - $35 
Sliding Scale
web site.
We provide quality care while you relax in one of our comfortable recliners. More info at our 



First Free Fridays
New patients can try a treatment FREE on the first Friday of each month with no obligation. Next free Friday is Feb 5th.
Call 248.246.7289 or book online

COMMUNITY HEALTH ACUPUNCTURE CENTER



801 Livernois St, Ferndale
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Ferndale Rotary Club Brings Volunteers Together

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

January is Rotary International Awareness Month, and to help introduce the spirit of volunteerism to local businessowners, representatives of The Ferndale Rotary hosted a Coffee Connection along with Blumz by JR Designs and The Ferndale Chamber of Commerce on January 5, 2010.  Current Rotary President Amy Roll invited anyone interested in learning more to join Rotary members for their weekly dinner held on Thursday nights at Blumzs, which is at 503 E. Nine Mile.

 

Sherry Wells, the newest member of Ferndale Rotary, says she joined because of the four guiding principles.  The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in particular, to encourage and foster: 

· FIRST. The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service; 

· SECOND. High ethical standards in business and professions, the recognition of the worthiness of all useful occupations, and the dignifying of each Rotarian's occupation as an opportunity to serve society; 

· THIRD. The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian's personal, business, and community life; 

· FOURTH. The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of business and professional persons united in the ideal of service.

 

“All these things made sense to me,” Wells said.  “I also joined because volunteering has always been what I’ve done.  This is my social life.  I’ve always been a Rotarian. Joining just makes it official.

Wells joins nineteen other active members in the city’s only community-service based volunteering club.  The Ferndale Rotary was founded in 1924 as part of Rotary International, a group known for it’s commitment to volunteerism at local and worldwide levels.  Over 1.2 million business and community leaders provide humanitarian service, encourage high ethical standards in all vocations and help build goodwill and peace through their role as Rotarians.  There are over 33,000 Rotary clubs in over 200 countries.

Here in Ferndale, Rotarians have been responsible for providing Achievement Awards for Ferndale High School students, purchasing bike helmets for the annual Bike Rodeo, raising money for DNA kits for the police department and for the Fire Safety House and assisting the Ferndale Public Library with getting new book donations.  

Nevill Geake joined Ferndale Rotary in 1949, and was recently honored for having perfect attendance at the weekly Rotary meetings for over 50 years.  The 92 year old Ferndalian still drives to the weekly dinner meetings to sing, pledge to the U.S. Flag, put Happy Dollars in a collection bucket, listen to informative speakers and come up with ways to help the community.    
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“All you Rotarians weren’t here when I started in the Rotary, and you guys are doing some great things with the club.  It makes me feel good to see young people doing things to help other people.”

 

Members pay $150 a year, plus $12 per meeting for dinner.  Some of their dues go right to the International organization, while others get used for community service projects here in Ferndale.  For more information about Ferndale Rotary, go to http://www.ferndalerotary.com.
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ALLURE KOUTURE
224 W 9 Mile Rd 

Ladies & Men's Shoes & Accessories "We have the Shoe Fit For You!"  Also showcasing fine fashions.
248-336-0700
info@allurekouture.com
www.allurekouture.com
Sun/Mon: By Appt 


 HYPERLINK "http://www.allurekouture.com/" Tue/Wed:11am-7 


 HYPERLINK "http://www.allurekouture.com/" Thur/Fri/Sat:11-9
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Community Conversation:  Michigan’s Defining Moment

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

All around the state people are coming together to hold community conversations about what the priorities are of residents, and to relay those needs as directives to our representatives in Lansing.  The program, called Michigan’s Defining Moment, identifies several policy areas and gives participants the opportunity to vote electronically on what needs to be the focus of state leaders as they prepare the upcoming year’s budget.

 


The conversation came to Ferndale on Tuesday, January 12, 2010 to a group of diverse residents who met at the Ferndale Career Center.  Kim Johnson of the Center for Michigan started the conversation with a game of Michigan trivia.

 

Some things Johnson pointed out that Michiganders may not know:

 

-Michigan lost 950,000 jobs in the past decade, but has gained 57,000 high tech “new economy” job in 2008-2009.

 

-Michigan spends more money incarcerating prisoners than on higher education.

 

-Michigan issued $1.2 billion in student loans in 2008 alone.

 

-Michigan has the highest number of golf courses, boat licenses, and the most per capital philanthropic donations.

 

The current state budget is $44 million, and the projected deficit in 2017 will be $10 billion if we don’t make changes to our spending and income structures, Johnson said.

 

Michigan’s Defining Moment is a think tank with two core beliefs.  The first is that Lansing is broken, and the second is that we as citizens of the State of Michigan must be responsible for finding a way to fix it.

 

According to Johnson, “term limits have come to fruition.  110 seats are up for election and 44 will be turned out due to term limits.  There are enormous unintended consequences of term limits.  Where there is this churn, no one is around long enough to form good working relationships.  It means that the lobbists and parties provide the most information to representatives, and they provide the most fundraising.  Some of these guys have never even seen a state budget before.”

 

The 2010 census will also play a role in our state’s political changes, as we will loose voting districts and boundaries will need to be redrawn.
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Two topics were high on the priority of those in attendance – those of accountability and of education.  Pre K-16 education was the top priority with 36%, Accountability and bipartisan leadership received 27% of votes, Economic development and diversification was 18%, and Entrepreneurialism and Clear taxing and spending policy each received 9%.   

 

Beverly J. Tinsley-Stanbrough, a dean at Oakland Community College said that 63% of students come to the school at an 8th grade reading level or lower, making it hard for them to understand the text books.  A teenage participant named Christine added that “teachers end up teaching how to take standardized tests and it’s not really learning.  We need a longer school year because we spend three months learning how to take the test.”

 

“I’m a single woman with no child, but I’m sold on the idea of better education,” said participant Kay Lemon, “but there are people on my street who don’t know what schools are all about and don’t want to pay for them.”

 

The point of the conversation is to record concerns such as these and present them to the House and Senate, but Johnson did suggest that participants could learn more about their government and the ways that the Michigan Department of Education sets policies for all public schools to follow.  Knowing how government works is a step in the direction of accountability for all areas.  

 

The Center for Michigan provides resources for how people can get involved, no matter what their political ideology may be.  Check out their website at http://www.thecenterformichigan.net.

Now Open




Chazzano Cafe Ebraica
1737 E 9 Mile Road

www.
chazzanocoffee
.com

Now open Monday Through Friday 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturdays 7pm to midnight
Sundays 9 a.m. to 4pm


Good Coffee Makes You Singtm
248-691-4256
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Tim Downing Wins AJs Headliner Contest

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

Two dozen local bands and artists competed on Jan 13, 2010 for the right to have their original work be the themesong for greatly-anticipated Assembly Line Concert Second Shift, which will be take place at AJs Music Café from March 19-31.  This non-stop concert is expected to break the Guiness World Record for longest continuous concert that The Assembly Line Concert set last year.  

 

The marathon concert and the competition for its theme song, are in honor of the Detroit auto worker and the thousands of people affected by auto industry layoffs.  Most of the songs Thursday night were bluesy kinds of tunes that remembered long factory shifts, beers with the guys after work, and the crushing moment in so many lives when they realized that the means of supporting their families was taken away.
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Steve Hall is a third generation autoworker who was on the line for over 20 years before they closed down his plant.  He sang “Workin’ on a Dream.”  Bill McGelligan’s song “Great Lakes Blues,” was one he wrote during his 32 years of working in a steel mill.  Blaise Glandier wrote a song called Vulcan Forge about the plant where his father and his brothers all worked before it was closed.

 

Drunk Don and the Roaches lightened things up with their rendition of Raw Hide, saying “if it wasn’t for the Detroit auto industry we’d still be riding horses!”  Judy Moon and Nancy Wilson sang chipper lyrics about AJs dining options.

 

Every performer was invited to come back in March and play a set for the concert, but the coveted headlining spot is now reserved for local musician and sound technician Tim Downy.  Downy took a break from manning the event’s soundboards with his son Gabe to do his heartfelt song “Working Man.”

 

“I deserve the record for the performer with the shortest amount of notice I think,” Downy said as he took the stage.  He was called at ten minutes before one in the middle of the first concert, and told that they needed someone to fill in for an hour.  He made it with little time to spare and kept the concert going.  On Thursday he sang about the comfort received from being able to get together with others, and singing with his friends – a sentiment that brought tears to his eyes and cheers from the crowd.
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His thrust into Assembly Line stardom was completely a surprise, as was his victory Thursday night.  Before a packed house Downy re-sang “Working Man,” a song that the judges thought most captured the spirit of the event.

 

For more information on the upcoming Assembly Line II Second Shift concert go to http://www.assemblylineconcert.com.




C! Tech Solutions - Your small business and home computer repair, service, support, and consulting specialists. We are a proud member of the Ferndale community, and provide service the northern Metro Detroit area.  You can reach us by web, by phone at 586.995.0509, or by Twitter as @ctechsinc.  Why Settle For a Geek When You Can Hire a Pro?
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With Liberty and Tax Service For All

New Office Brings Fun, Money and Independent Ownership to Ferndale

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

When Jason Kassab was looking for a place to open his newest Liberty Tax office he was given the choice of territories in Oak Park, Centerline or one that included Ferndale and part of Hazel Park.

 

“I really wanted it to be at this vacant location in Ferndale, but there was no lease information and no one to get a hold of,” Kassab said.  “I set up a meeting with the person at Liberty who approves the locations to meet in Oak Park and drive to Centerline.  We were going up 9 Mile and that day they had put a sign up.  I pulled over with the rep. in the car, called and signed the lease the next day.  It was perfect.”

 

The office is located at 258 W. 9 Mile Road, and can easily be spotted by the Lady Liberty sign wavers who stand out in the cold with a Statue of Liberty costume and a sign, waving customers in.

 

“It’s just one of the things we do that is special,” Kassab says.  The new store has hired 15 sign wavers and 15 tax preparers to serve customers during their peak season.  And unlike other chain tax preparers, Liberty Tax will remain open year-round, with reduced hours beginning in April.
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Liberty is also unique because it is franchise-owned, and because they offer fun incentives and an unusual work environment. Their Cash in a Flash promotion offers customers a $50 cash reward from Jan 15-Feb 15, and all year round they offer $20 cash for new customer referrals.  If anyone gives 10 new customer referrals, Kassob will buy them a Nintendo Wii system.

 

At the grand opening ribbon cutting ceremony on January 12, 2010, Kassab said that some tax customers might be in for some surprises.  “The Obama stimulus means that less taxes were taken out of people’s checks,” he said.  “And people on unemployment can elect not to have taxes taken out.  So if they’re used to working and getting money back they might be surprised to not get as much or to owe.”  He also said that new homeowners might be surprised by the big tax breaks they receive.

 

Kassab, a resident of Macomb Twp, owns Liberty Tax Service offices in Detroit and Harper Woods.  His goal is to have summers off to spend with his wife who is a kindergarten teacher.  

 

For more information call (248) 336-8383.
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Carol Jackson
Metlife Investment Adviser Representative
Financial Services Representative
Financial Adviser
Liberty Center, suite 400
50 West Big Beaver Road
Troy, MI 48084
248-680-0490 ext 511
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Peace Action Hears About Visit to Afghanistan
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By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

On a recent week-long visit to the only national capitol city without a modern sewage system, Peace Action’s Organizing and Political Director Paul Martin gained many insights on the war in Afghanistan.  He shared three of them at a discussion dinner for Peace Action Michigan and friends at The Kulick Center on January 8, 2010.  

 

“It is hard to grasp all that is going on over there,” Martin said.  “But there are really three things that people need to understand and look at.”  The first issue he spoke about was the geopolitics of the area.  The second was the issue of women’s rights and how it has been overly-simplified by our national media and used as an excuse for war.  And the third is the complexity of the aid money and scandals surrounding its misuse.

 

1.  Geopolitics

“The geopolitical struggles of Afghanistan have been going on for a number of years.  We met with homeless refugees and leaders who all say that these proxy wars are happening with so many groups.  In the north are the highest gas reserves in the world.  Plenty of countries want that oil, but there is a lot more in play,” Martin said.  He engaged the audience in a game of trying to name what countries surround this land-locked Middle Eastern nation.  Iran, Uzbekistan, Pakistan and China are among their direct neighbors, while India and Russia are both close by.  The United States, The United Kingdom, Germany, France, Canada, Italy, The Netherlands and others have troops there.  The Taliban has controlled the capital city of Kabul and much of the nation since the group formed in 1994.  

 

Martin explained that people think that Americans are in Afghanistan fighting terrorists, without realizing the countries history of power struggles or the potential for those struggles to continue no matter who is in charge.  “It’s really a tough thing to grasp,” he said.  “There are 20-30 countries trying to play for power in Afghanistan.  …Even though I’ve been around the block a few times I’m still surprised by how nefarious this all is.”

                                                                     

2.  Women’s Rights

Martin spoke about the lack of women’s rights in Afghanistan, but said that the problems are often misrepresented in the media. “Some people argue we need to be there to free women, but it’s not that simple.  The Taliban do not treat women well, but it is not just them.  Throughout that society women are not seen or heard.  There are parts of Afghanistan that are like the turn of the century in America for women’s rights.”  He gave the example of the men working in the country to bring about reforms, and how these men too did not get their wives involved in any of their efforts.  “Getting rid of the Taliban won’t get rid of the women’s rights problems,” he said, suggesting that as with other movements, change cannot be imposed upon from outside, but must come about from the social and political process within the society.
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3.  Aid Scandals

Another issue more complex than Martin had anticipated was that of aid funding.  There have been reports of aid money that is supposed to go to the poor of Afghanistan being swindled away or misused.  He claimed that an only an estimated 10-30% of funds donated to help bring relief actually make their way to helping the victims of the war and devastation.  Another problem is that some aid projects are successful, only to be destroyed by the Taliban.  “We have to give the people the opportunity to use the funds to do projects for themselves instead of pushing things on them,” Martin said.  “We have spent money to build schools and the Taliban comes in and burns them down.  But if we give money to the communities and they decide to build a school, the Taliban won’t touch it.”

 

Another funding related problem Martin mentioned is that many troops in Afghanistan are not military personnel, but private security contractors with limited oversight and huge salaries.  War funding itself is kept very secret by the US government.

 

“I cannot describe how powerful the Military-Industrial complex is, it is just indescribable,” he said.  “Millions a year are spent lobbying for military contractors, but there are less than ten people who lobby for peace full time in Washington.”

 

Peace Action is a national lobbying and educational group based near Washington DC, with branches around the country including the Michigan Chapter located here in Ferndale.  The group hosts anti-war protests on the corner of 9 Mile and Woodward every Monday.  Local peace activist Helen Weber is a National Co-Chair.

 

The dinner was attended by nearly 40 activists from several peace organizations including Peace Action Michigan and Michigan Peace Team.  To read Martin’s blogs about his trip to Afghanistan, go to http://peaceblog.wordpress.com/2009/10/02/paul-kawika-martins-second-report-from-afghanistan.  For more information on the national Peace Action group, go to http://www.peace-action.org/.  And to find out about Ferndale-based Peace Action of Michigan, go to http://www.peaceactionmich.org/contact.html.
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Let’s Talk Health:  Mental Health

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

FernCare, the upcoming free health clinic has been providing free classes on various health issues on the first Thursday of each month at the Kulick Center from 7:00 - 8:30 pm at 1201 Livernois.  On January 7, 2010 psychotherapist Deena Guise spoke with a group of people concerned about mental health issues.

 

“A lot of people have been emotionally affected by joblessness, loss of family and loss of stability,” said Guise.  “In our society we’re told there are milestones you’re supposed to pass.  You’re told you’re supposed to go out and get a job and support a family, or you stay in school and when you come out you are already expected to pay back this massive debt.”  Other stresses can affect family life as well, such as older workers who have worked their entire lives only to become depressed when they loose their jobs and can’t find work.  

 

“You have men who were taking care of home and family suddenly thrown out in the street,” Guise said.  “When this started happening I saw an increase in Community Mental Health Services.  It increases tension and domestic violence goes up.  People put their kids through college only to have them move back home working low paying jobs.”

 

Someone in the audience spoke about the lack of jobs and the lack of caring by big companies towards their employees.  “I think that a lot of time they consider us like ants and sheep,” he said.

 

“A lot of men think that there is something wrong with them to be in those kinds of positions, but we need to first let them know that they are not the only ones, and that there is help out there,” Guice said.

 

“One thing I try to do is end the stigma against those seeking mental health treatment,” she said.  “There are people who have long term mental illnesses that need medication, and we’re not talking about them right now.  Even people who don’t normally have mental problems can need help.  Grief, stress and trauma do affect our health.”

 

One barrier to help is that even people who have health insurance may not be covered for treatments and consulting that really could help them.  “It’s so frustrating as a psychotherapist trying to figure out how to help people and work within insurance company guidelines.”

 

The group talked about barriers to health care, and FernCare Board President Ann Heler shared resources for those in need of free or low cost health care, which can also be found at www.ferncare.org.  Psychotherapist Deena M. Guice is part of the Northwest Counseling and Psychotherapy Center at 30375 Northwestern Hwy in Farmington Hills, 248-838-8617.  Guice also volunteers at various clinics and hopes to be working with the FernCare free clinic when it opens in Ferndale in the spring.





www.ferncare.org
Lets Talk Health #4 

Feb. 4   Garden Time!  Seedlings, Gardens and the Good Earth

Trevor Johnson  -   New Dawn Gardenscapes & Good Neighbors Garden

What a sneaky way to talk about nutrition, exercise, sunlight and the other benefits of setting up a garden. Trevor’s enthusiasm is catchy!
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Ferndale’s First Canine Corps

A Ferndale Historical Society View

Previously published in 

The Crow’s Nest Fall 2006

 

Dogs were an important part of the Ferndale Police Department even before Ferndale was formally chartered as a city.  In 1926, the department had two dogs who worked with Officers Reginald Lemkie and Mike Burkart.  In a letter to the Ferndale Historical Society dated July 18, 2006 Officer Burkart’s son Mark Burkhart recalled:

 

My father’s dog was called “Fritz.”  He loved children.  He was my pet and constant companion when he wasn’t working.  I loved him.  On Sunday mornings he would pounce on my bed with a box of Cracker Jacks in his mouth.  He was almost human.

 

[image: image59.jpg]


I remember a trick my dad used to pull to show how well Fritz was trained.  He would tell him to jump on our dining room table with all the china in place and not touch one of them.

 

He was trained by a nice friendly young German man with an accent.  I remember going with my dad [when Fritz was being trained] but I had to keep my distance so as not to distract the dog.

 

Mr. Lemkie’s dog was trained by the same man on different days.  The dogs were kept apart except when working.  I can’t recall the name of Mr. Lemkie’s dog.  Both dogs were trained to disarm a man and hold him until the officer arrived.

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

CONSIDER THIS…

                …..In 1926, a Ford Model T automobile could be bought for $260.




The Ferndale Historical Society is asking for memberships for the year 2010.  Individual membership is only $10.  Family memberships are $25 and Lifetime Memberships are $100.  Please MAIL payment along with your name and mailing address to The Ferndale Historical Society 1651 Livernois, Ferndale, MI 48220.  Your membership helps support the Ferndale Historical Museum and will provide you with copies of their wonderful newsletter The Crow's Nest.  Go to www.ferndale historicalsociety.org for more info.





Ferndale Historical Museum
1651 Livernois
248-545-7606

HOURS
Mon 10am- 1pm
Wed 10am- 1pm
Sat 2pm- 4pm
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16th Annual 

ANTI-FREEZE BLUES FESTIVAL

A benefit for the Detroit Blues Society!

By, Willy Wilson

 

JEREMY SPENCER

with special guests Grand/McCarty/East, Garfield Blues Band and John Latini   

 

In 2009, Jeremy Spencer, member of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame for his founding role in Fleetwood Mac, performed in the United States for the first time in over 25 years, at the Chicago Blues Festival. He was accompanied by a team of Chicago blues musicians, including Dave Herrera on guitar and Marty Binder on drums. Spencer had been out of the spotlight for decades when, in 2005, the promoter of the Notodden Blues Festival in Norway, Jostein Forsberg, convinced Spencer to perform publicly again. He paired the rock legend with some of the best blues musicians in Norway , some of whom had been playing together for twenty-five years. Their performance at the Festival was a huge success. Com pletely taken by the sympathetic backing provided by the Norwegian musicians, Spencer used the group to record his first album in 27 years, Precious Little, on Blind Pig Records, which Vintage Guitar magazine said "may well be the pop music comeback of the past several decades." Jeremy has lost none of the fire from those Fleetwood Mac days. His slide guitar still sends chills. Every note I've heard Jeremy play showcases his great commitment to the blues. I've seen him ignite the stage with a mixture of classic Chicago blues and smart contemporary songs. This tour is the music rediscovery of 2008." 

Jeremy Spencer makes a rare live appearance as he headlines the opening night of the 16th annual Anti-Freeze Blues Festival.

 

BIG BILL MORGANFIELD & LARRY McCRAY

with special guests Thornetta Davis and Laith Al Saadi    

BIG BILL MORGANFIELD

 

With his latest release, Big Bill Morganfield affirms that the blues is indeed in his blood. The appropriately titled Blues In The Blood is proof positive that he inherited more than just a regal blues pedigree and a wonderfully menacing baritone voice from his father - McKinley Morganfield, better known as Muddy Waters. As the son of one of the most influential musicians of the 20th Century, Bill rises to the challenge of meeting many of the burdensome expectations placed upon him. Blues In The Blood documents the full maturation of Bill's musical skills as a guitarist and songwriter and certifies that he is now a major talent in his own right.

His father's legacy lives on in the tools of his art. Big Bill has both Muddy's touring amp and the guitars on which he composed some of his earliest works. More importantly, Bill carries Muddy's spirit and love for the blues, and says he feels a spiritual bond with his father when he's on stage.

"My dad had a reputation for being a very dignified person, a very proud man. He gave us kids all a certain inner strength to go out and do whatever we needed to do." Musically, his father's influence came somewhat later. "Whenever I got the chance to hear him, it struck me strongly." But Bill didn't start off with the idea of being a professional musician until years later. It wasn't until after his father's death in 1983 that Bill decided to explore his musical heritage. "It gave me such an empty feeling, like someone had pulled the bones out of my body, like something was missing. I never sat down and asked all the questions I had for him. Now I feel like I get a chance to talk to him through my music."

 

LARRY McCRAY

 

Larry McCray, the second youngest of nine children, was raised on a small farm in Magnolia, Arkansas . His father played the blues on harmonica and guitar, and his older sister Clara was a guitarist and disciple of Freddie King. The family had records by John Lee Hooker, Howlin' Wolf, Jimmy Reed and Muddy Waters, among others. McCray cites the musical influence of the three blues Kings - B.B., Albert and Freddie - on his guitar playing, as well as Albert Collins, Elmore James and Magic Sam. Larry McCray is one of a handful of talented young blues performers leading the genre across boundaries and into the new century. McCray's savage blues-rock guitar and warm, soulful vocals have drawn attention worldwide. 

His first two albums, “Ambition” and “Delta Hurricane”, signal both a strong commitment to the tradition and the vision to usher the genre in exciting new directions. His 1993 release, “Delta Hurricane”, was produced by veteran British blues maven Mike Vernon. He followed “Delta Hurricane” with “Climbin' Up” in 1995 and “Meet Me At the Lake” in 1996. “Born to Play the Blues” appeared in 1998. “Believe It” was followed in early 2001. Larry’s own record label, Magnolia Records, released his first live album, “Live On 75,” 2005 and in 2007 he came out with his latest CD, the self-titled “Larry McCray”. Also in 2007, Larry McCary was given a life-time achievement award from the Detroit Blues Society. The blues is Larry McCray's business, and business is definitely good! 

Big Bill Morganfield and Larry McCray headline day two of the Anti-Freeze Blues Festival on Saturday, January 16 at The Magic Bag in Ferndale.  For more info go to www.themagicbag.com.
Just 4 Us
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211 West 9 Mile Road
Ferndale, MI 48220 
(248) 547-5878

Gifts and specialty items 
[image: image36.png]:;-.5“””’ Love and Logic Seminar
z FREE for families who
K2 have children in grades K-5.

Femdale
femdalel15.com/pldlovelogic16 html

S e
o S






Love and Logic: 

Free Seminar for Families who have Children in grades K-5

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

“I want you to have respectful, responsible kids who come to visit you when they’re adults and you enjoy each other.  That’s what this is all about.”

 

That is the theme of the Love and Logic system of parenting, as said by Dr. Charles Fay, President of the Love and Logic Institute.  His books and programs have helped families across the country deal with common behavior and communication problems.

 

Ferndale Youth Assistance is bringing the program An Evening of Love and Logic to the Kulick Center at 1201 Livernois on Wednesday, January 20, 2010 from 6-8 pm.  Dinner is included with the presentation.  The event is free to parents of children in grades K-5, but reservations must be made by calling Ferndale Youth Assistance at 248-586-8700 by January 18.

 

The program will give parents simple and practical techniques to help them “have less stress and more fun while raising responsible kids.”  It gives them ideas that they can immediately begin experimenting with, including how to deal with tantrums and how to avoid traps in arguing.  The concepts behind Love and Logic place a heavy emphasis on respect and dignity for children, encourages healthy communication, and teaches everyone responsibility.

[image: image60.jpg]


Ferndale Youth Assistance has been in existence since 1960 and works closely with the Ferndale School District and the Ferndale Police Department to provide young people and their families with resources to improve their lives.  Last year FYA sent 76 children to camp, organized two youth involvement nights, mentored nine youth, and spent over $4,000 granting students opportunities to enrich their academic lives, all while processing over 250 cases during the school year.  The Love and Logic seminar is another way that that the organization provides information to help families.

To find out more about FYA and how you can get involved, go to http://ferndaleyouthassistance.org. 

Wolfman Mac hosts classic 'B' horror and cheesy sci-fi movies on Wolfman Mac's Chiller Drive-In™ (formerly known as Nightmare SINema). You can catch Chiller Drive-in every Saturday night at 10 pm on RTV and at Midnight on Detroit's My TV 20 and Ft. Myers' My TV 8!





You can advertise in The Ferndale 115 News.  Just $20 for a basic ad, or get our special annual package for just $700 which includes even more exposure!

Call v248-259-8961 or email editor@ferndale115.com.
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FERNDALE PLANNING COMMISSION COMPLETES ZONING ORDINANCE OVERHAUL

By Kate Baker
New Code Intended to Protect the Residential Base of the City While Allowing For Business and Downtown Growth

After adoption of the new Master Plan at the end of 2008, the Ferndale Planning Commission continued their efforts and set out to rewrite the Zoning Ordinance.  The proposed code, now complete, is the first full overhaul of the ordinance since 2006.  The overall focus of the rewrite was not only to bring the Zoning Ordinance in line with the goals outlined in the Master Plan, but also: provide additional potential for growth and density, bring more existing homes and businesses into conformance with the code, and in the end provide a more user friendly modernized ordinance that is easier for residents and business owners to understand.  

The comprehensive rewrite included updating the Zoning Districts to comply with the Master Plan; supporting businesses by diversifying the approved uses throughout the commercial, industrial and business districts; encouraging compatibility of business and residential uses, promoting environmental responsibility in design, allowing applicants to propose conditional rezoning that would benefit the community; and clarifying the processes involved for items requiring review.  

One feature of the new ordinance is the introduction of two Mixed Use Districts, MXD-1 and MXD-2, an effort that recognizes the diversity of the business districts and will allow for differing growth in the future.  Another effort was to move toward blending the vibrant business community with the demand for urban residential units by allowing upper floor residential in all commercial, office, and mix-use districts.  

The residents, business owners, patrons, and employees of Ferndale contributed to the process through recommendations both in person and submitted to the various city departments.  Additionally, the commission tracked items that were not clear to applicants over the years as well as the instances of non-conforming properties throughout the city, all in an effort to provide a clear and concise ordinance reflective of the city history while balancing the need for growth.  

The proposed Zoning Ordinance can be viewed in its entirety on the City of Ferndale website at: www.ferndale-mi.com.  

A Public Hearing will be held on January 21, 2010 at 7:00PM at City Hall before forwarding the proposed ordinance to the City Council for adoption.  Public input at the January 21st meeting or submitted to the City in writing or through the City’s website prior to January 21st is encouraged.

POLICE REPORT  - 
The following are messages from the Ferndale Police Department to media contacts unless otherwise noted.  For more information on any of these cases contact The Ferndale Police Department at 248-541-3650. 



2 Arrested for several thefts 09-138, Woman makes false police report 09-122
09-138 – Larceny from Autos
On January 14th at about 7:00 a.m. Ferndale Police arrested two individuals suspected of stealing property from several parked cars (possibly 11 or more), and attempting to break into a garage. 

A COMMON THEME: THOSE who had property stolen from their vehicles did not lock the doors!

 

A woman called from the 1800 Block of Martin Rd. and reported seeing someone inside of her car. Police found two suspects in the area, and after investigating discovered several people had property stolen from their cars. Footprints from the suspects led to several cars and homes. Police tracked footprints. An officer found an opened garage door, and when checking inside found stolen property. Police later checked inside the house and found two suspects. Eventually each suspect admitted to stealing from vehicles. Several stolen items were recovered. The thieves took many items including money, CD’s, Camera, computer, etc. .

 

FPD will be submitting the case this afternoon to the prosecutor for issuance of warrants . 

 

SUSPECTS: 

1)      FOUNTAINE, ROBERT SVEND, w/m, 21, Ferndale

2)      Marsh, John Winston, w/m, 20, Roch Hills

 

 

09-122 – False Police Report
 

On January 14th at approx. 2:40 a.m. the Ferndale Police received a call from Miya Shani HOOKS (b/f, 21, Southfield) claiming that her car was stolen from Ferndale. She made this claim shortly after Hazel Park Police responded to a report of a Hit and Run accident that occurred on Woodard Heights. During the course of the investigation, Hooks gave differing accounts of how her car was stolen. It appears that she lied to cover for her boyfriend  who was using her car when he was involved in the accident from which he fled the scene . 

Hooks was arraigned by Mag. Mead on the charge of Filing a False Police Report (4 year felony), and he imposed a $500 cash bond. 



B&E plus Carjacking 
 

Wed, January 6, 2010 9:08:15 AM

 

On 01/05/09 Ferndale police arrested two parolees for breaking into a garage. In his attempt to escape police, one of the parolees then stole a car from a man and led police on a dangerous high speed chase. 

Both parolees have extensive (pages long) criminal histories that go back several years, and both have many alias names. 

SUSPECT #1: BEY, Lamar Thomas, b/m, 51 yrs, Det. Resident – paroled in November 2009
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SUSPECT #2: HALL, Michael Kareem, b/m, 36, Det. Resident – paroled in December 2009
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At 2300 Hrs., police responded to the 100 Block of Academy when a resident reported that two b/m’s broke into his garage and he saw them stealing tools. Police responded, saw the suspects, and gave chase. Police caught Bey after a short foot chase, he fought with officers, and was arrested. Hall continued to run. He went behind the One Stop store at Marshall / Woodward and stole a 1995 Ford Escort that a man had left running. As an office neared the area, the victim of the car theft point out his car that the officer saw eastbound on Marshall, then flee south on Woodward. Ferndale police chased the thief who fled on the icy streets at speeds of near 100 mph.. 

Eventually, when trying to bail out of the moving car, the suspect (Hall) crashed into a light pole at Woodward / Ralston. He then fled on foot, but was caught by Ferndale police. 

 

Hall was injured, treated for his injuries at the hospital, and is now in Ferndale Lock-up along with his partner. 

 

Police recovered the suspect van which contained several tools believed to be stolen. 

The case is being presented to the prosecutor’s office today to determine charges to be brought. 

Ferndale Police are investigating to determine whether these two parolees are responsible for a rash of similar burglaries that have occurred recently. 

 

FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN VIDEO: This event happened at shift change, and the video equipment in the pursuing police car had not yet been activated. 

 

Thu, January 7, 2010 2:20:36 PM

 

New warrants have been issued against Hall. Added charges are: 

1.       Carjacking – Life Offense

2.       Fleeing 2nd – 10 year felony

3.       Fleeing 3rd – 5 year felony

4.       UDAA – 5 year felony 

5.       Driving While Suspended 2nd or subsequent – 1 year misd. 

Warrants were obtained late yesterday, and the two have been arraigned. We expect more charges against Hall today, with another arraignment. 

 

Mag. Larue Mead set bond yesterday at: 

HALL: $50,000 for B&E and Fleeing 

BEY: $30,000 for B&E

 

NO OTHER NEW NEWS FROM LAST NIGHT

 



ARRESTS MADE IN VFW HALL MURDER - Updated Jan 5, 2010.
On the evening of 01/04/10, Ferndale Police assisted by other agencies arrested all people wanted in connection the VFW “Sweet 16” murder of one 16 year old boy, and wounding of another 16 year old.   All of these people were wanted on warrants unrelated to this murder investigation. 

Immediately after the shooting incident, there appeared to be little evidence and those involved were reluctant to talk.  However the Ferndale Police Department was confident and determined to solve the unusually violent crime.  Members of all levels of the police department worked hundreds of combined hours to solve this difficult case. 

Although we feel the case is basically solved, more investigative follow up work remains, and we do not anticipate presenting the case to the prosecutor for evaluation until Thursday. 

The Ferndale Police did not act alone. This investigation took cooperation and assistance from many members of the law enforcement community, as well as help from conscientious citizens. 

We would like to thank, and the public should be educated as to how many agencies worked hand in hand to track down those responsible for this vicious crime. Without the coordinated efforts of all of the listed agencies who assisted Ferndale Police, this case might still be unsolved. 

1.      Oakland County Narcotics Enforcement Team (NET) – a  multi-jurisdictional team. 

2.      Oakland County Crime Suppression Task Force (CSTF) – a multi-jurisdictional team. 

3.      The Detroit Police Department (Gang Squad and Fugitive Apprehension Team)

4.      The U.S. Marshall’s Office

5.      The Oakland County Sheriff’s Department

6.      Southeast Oakland SWAT

7.      School Resource Officer (SRO)

 

Due to the sensitivity of the investigation, no more details can be divulged at this time. The Ferndale Police still ask that people with information regarding this case call with information. 248-541-3650. 

Marks Crime Tips
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Facts about burglary....
· Six million home burglaries occur yearly in the U.S. That's one every 10 seconds! 

· Nearly half are committed with out force-that is through UNLOCKED doors and windows!

IF YOU MAKE IT HARDER FOR CROOKS, MOST OF THESE BURGLARIES COULD BE PREVENTED.
· Always use a gate lock for the fence. Especially if you have high solid fences around your yard. The bad guys LIKE A LITTLE PRIVACY WHILE THEY WORK. Don't give it to them. 

· LOCK THE DOOR EVEN IF YOU ARE HOME. Home invasion is where bad things can happen. If they can't get in they can't hurt you. A surprised bad guy is a dangerous thing. 

· Have good locks for ALL doors and windows, including garage, cellar, patio, or other out side exits. 

· Install a wide angle lens viewer for the front, back and garage door. NEVER OPEN DOOR UNLESS YOU KNOW WHO IT IS. 

· Have me do a free security analysis of your home for an Alert Alarm system. You can save 5 % to 20 
% on your home owners insurance. 

· Operation I.D. mark your valuables with your driver's license number preceded by the letters MI.

Thank You,

Mark Hill
The Police Report is brought to you by Alert Alarm:





Mark Hill
(586) 718-4157 cell
(248) 288-3583 office
va93ts@hotmail.com

"We are a full service security solutions provider."

Locally-owned 
Commercial and residential alarms
Medical alert products
Wireless options available
CCTV and surveillance systems
Monitored fire protection
Cellular and internet monitoring

FREE security analysis for your home or business!
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Fans of the Ferndale 115 News!
For $15 you can become a Fan of the Ferndale 115 and help support this online community newspaper, as well as be eligible to win prizes from some of our great business supporters.  Each supporter gets to be listed on our Fans page, along with the weblink of your choice (limitations may apply) to share with readers.  Great way to promote your business or a charity, or just share a site that you like. Our goal is to have a community-supported, community focused source of information, inspiration and communication.  Every season will bring something new, and you can continue to check this page to find out what great offers and prizes are up for grabs to Fans of The Ferndale 115 News.

Name: ______________________________________________________

Recommended Website: __________________________________________

Email address: _________________________________________________

Mailing address (for prizes): ______________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Would you like to say something nice about The Ferndale 115 News that we can use in our promotions to help us generate readership and advertising revenue?  If so, leave your comments below:  ______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Payment can be made in cash or in check to Crystal Proxmire.  No payments of over $15 will be accepted, although those who can afford to invest more might consider checking out our advertising plans at www.ferndale115.com.  Mail to Ferndale 115 News, PO Box 20293 Ferndale, MI 48220.  For more information contact Editor and Publisher Crystal  A. Proxmire at editor@ferndale115.com.

Memberships are taken seasonally and cannot be purchased in advance.  Winter ends March 15th, Spring ends June 15th, Summer ends Sept. 15th, and Fall ends December 15th. All members and winners will be listed at www.ferndale115.com/fans.html.  Businesses interested in getting involved, please contact Crystal Proxmire at editor@ferndale115.com.

Thank you for your support!
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American Pop!  
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