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FERNDALE FEATURE:  FernCare

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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When a group of caring residents went looking for information on how to start a free health care clinic in Ferndale, they found that there simply wasn’t a status quo.  “It turns out that no free clinic was started the same way,” said FernCare Board President Ann Heler.  “We’re creating something news.  We are absolutely going into new territory.”

 

But they carried on, and two years after first beginning the process The FernCare free clinic is expected to open this spring. The clinic, currently under construction at 459 E. 9 Mile, will provide free non-emergency medical and mental health services for adults age 21-64, generic medicine distribution, community resource referrals, limited dental services and a possible venue for some holistic health treatments.  

 

FernCare also provides education and other health resources free to the community.  Even before opening the clinic doors, they have brought several services to people in the area.  

 

Their educational Let’s Talk Health Series has talked about Asthma and Allergies (http://www.ferndale115.com/p11asthma.html) and the benefits of Indoor Plants for Health.  In the coming months they’ll be teaching us about Mental Health – The Hardest Thing to Talk About (Jan 7), Garden Time! (Feb. 4), Chair Fitness and Exercise (Mar. 4) and more.  The talks are on the first Thursday of each month from 7-8:30pm at the Kulick Community Center at 1201 Livernois.  All talks are free.

 

Each month FernCare teams up with the Oakland Livingston Human Services Agency (OLHSA) to bring a mobile health clinic to the city on the first Thursday of each month. The clinic is parked at the Oakland Livingston Human Service Agency (OLHSA) at 345 E. 9 Mile across from Credit Union One from 9 - 12 pm. The clinic then moves to the Ferndale Foods parking lot at 600 W. 9 Mile from 1:30 - 4 pm.  

 

They also offer a resource page on their website www.ferncare.org, which lists other places where people can get low-cost or free medical services in the area.  

 

The idea of a free health clinic had been tossed about for years. But it wasn’t until a group of community activists were sitting around after a Citizens for Fair Ferndale meeting in November 2007 complaining about the lack of affordable health care for the poor, that they finally decided it was up to them to make a difference.

 

Former Ferndale Mayor Bob Porter came up with the name FernCare and sent out applications for volunteers for the FernCare Board.  Their first public forum was held at AJs Café in March of 2008, and their first official board meeting was held in April 2008.  The board had ten people at the time.  Current members are Bob Babut, Treasure, John Sterritt, Secretary, Kate Baker, Jeanne Cavanaugh, Brian Harris, Denise Lillvis, Andrea Nelson, Matt Nowaczok, Joann Willcock, and Richard Willcock.  Former Mayor Porter, Current Mayor Craig Covey, and Ferndale Friends Publisher Stephanie Loveless are Honary Board Members.  And Chaplain Ross Hulbert and Ann Warner serve as liaisons to the Board.

 

Ann Heler took on the role of Board President and began the task of trying to figure out how to get a free clinic started.  She connected with Mary Ellen Howard of the Cabrini Free Clinic, which has been serving the people of SW Detroit since 1950.  This is the oldest free clinic in the US and has had 58 years to grow into the organization it is today.  Heler met with Charissa Shawcross of the Joy-Southfield Clinic and learned that they grew from their affiliation with the Methodist Church.  And Brian Harris of the Gary Burnstein Community Health Clinic in Pontiac told her the story of how their clinic got started through doctors in honor of Dr. Burnstein, who saw patients for free from 1997-2003 when he passed away.  The clinic opened in his name the same year, thanks to generous benefactors.

 

Each free clinic offered inspiration and ideas, but none had begun as an independent, grass-roots project.  Heler and the other volunteers decided to carry forward and figure it out as they went along.  And their success, despite of the uncertainty, has come about thanks to the hundreds of people who have gotten involved so far.

 

Board members volunteer on the building committee, the clinic committee or the fundraising committee.  

 

Over 250 health care professionals have contacted the group about volunteering once the clinic opens, and hundreds of people have attended and helped through a variety of fundraisers, including concerts (see http://www.ferndale115.com/p13band.html), dinners, and partnerships with businesses.  So far they have raised $35,000 that will go directly towards medical care.  Chaplain Hulbert held a fair at Martin Road Park to raise money for holistic counseling for those who may seek it. (see http://www.ferndale115.com/sept1p14hulbert.html), while Darlene Berger of Community Health Acupuncture gave all the money raised in a day to the cause (see http://www.ferndale115.com/p4stuck.html).  Many other businesses and groups have done similar fundraisers.   A recent $150,000 budget allocation ( see http://www.ferndale115.com/p9fcmoney.html) will help cover the remaining construction costs, as well as help keep the clinic operating.  

 

“We’re so grateful that we’ve been able to do this, and we want people to know that all they’ve given will be put right into care,” Heler says.  “Even after we open, we’ll always be looking for ways to raise money and keep the clinic going…We don’t want to open up and then end up having to close our doors.”

 

For more information about FernCare and how you can get involved, please go to www.ferncare.org.




www.ferncare.org
Lets Talk Health #3

The topic this month is Mental Health - The Hardest Thing To Talk About.

Leon and Mary Ellen from National Alliance on Mental Illness- Metro chapter and Deena Guice, psychotherapist will present an evening of discussion and resources on aspects of mental illness.

This is presented by FernCare and the City of Ferndale.  The series is FREE.

January 7
Thursday
7:00 - 8:30 pm
 Ferndale Community Center
1201 Livernois
 between Hazelhurst and Pearson
meeting room #1

FREE!

Details Emerge on Murder at VFW Hall – Police Catch One Suspect, Looking for Others

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

A suspect was arrested on December 28th in the murder of a 16 year old boy, and the attempted murder of another at the VFW Hall in Ferndale, where a sweet 16 birthday party for two Ferndale High School girls was interrupted by party-crashers with a shotgun just days before Christmas.  Police are also looking for three other suspects, listed below:
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1.       Bobby Prince McGowan  - Street name “Bags” , b/m, 19 years, 5’11”, 150 lbs., slight mustache and goatee beard. 
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2.       Jonathan Clayton Woods – Street name “JT”, b/m, 15 yrs, 5’7”, l40 lbs., 
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3.       Kyira James Glover – Street name “KJ”, b/m, 17, 5’ 11”, 170 Lbs.

Family members of the victims of the shooting at VFW hall on that late Saturday night spoke out about the crime at a press conference at the Ferndale City Hall on Monday, December 21, 2009.  Lt. William Wilson and Chief Michael Kitchen also answered questions about the incident.

 

Police say it began as an innocent sweet sixteen birthday party for two Ferndale High School students.  The girls were friends whose birthdays were close, and the mothers legitimately rented the hall for the gathering.  Lt. Wilson said when they arrived there were decorations, board games and bowls of candy on the tables.  The party began around 8:30pm, and parents on hand monitored the youth activity, even once turning up the lights and warning the teens about dancing appropriately. It wasn’t until the end of the party that any sign of trouble arose, beginning with an influx of party crashers just before the incident.  

 

The party was scheduled to end at 12:30 am, and things seemed to be winding down when an unidentified black male, aged 18-20 came in with a group of other men of similar age, and pulled a shotgun from beneath a long dark trench coat.  The shooter was also wearing a winter hat with earflaps.  He fired a shotgun into the stomach of a 16 year old boy who police believe was the intended victim.  The shell pierced the boy’s stomach, came out his back and entered a second victim who had been standing behind him.  Currently the first victim is in critical condition at a local hospital and is unable to communicate.  The second victim lived briefly, but died later at the hospital.

 

A 911 call from the neighbors came in at 12:16am, and Lt. Wilson and another officer who were on foot patrol across the street made it to VFW Hall within 15 seconds to find over 200 panicked teens and young adults running from the building, exclaiming that someone was firing shots.
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Wilson said that once the shot was fired, some party goers began fighting with the shooter for the weapon, but that the shooter presumably kept the gun and fled before police made it inside.

 

Many of the witnesses ran away in panic, and once on the scene the police priority was getting the young people to safety since they did not know if there was still a safety risk or not.  Wilson said that it was “a very graphic scene” and that although the room was packed with young people, most did not see the actual shooting because it happened quickly, at close range, and in a room that was darkened for dancing.

 

“Most of the kids were legitimately at the party and probably didn’t know the shooter,” Wilson said.  The party was crashed by a group of older teens, who found out about the party through Facebook postings.  Both of the teens shot were believed to be crashers, and not friends of the birthday girls.   The victims were from Detroit and Royal Oak Township.

 

Many partygoers fled before giving statements, and Wilson worries that those who may have seen him, or even those who know him, may be reluctant to come forward out of fear.

 

“What we’re relying on is a break from a party goer,” Wilson said.  “With everyone having cell phones now it’s likely that someone has his picture either before the shooting or even after.”  Family members of the victims spoke in hopes of tugging on the heartstrings of someone who may have information.  There is also a $1,000 reward being offered through Crimestoppers at 1-800- SPEAKUP.  Tips can also be made anonymously.  “I’m certain there are people who know the shooter.  Some people are just scared of what might happen if they speak up.”  One man was arrested, but police have not yet revealed if he is the suspected shooter, or just an accomplice.

 

Linda Dorchy, the grandmother of one of the victims, spoke to reporters in an effort to reach out to the killer.  “I want to say to all of you that I love you.  Even the person who did this – I love you and I forgive you,” she said.

 

Dorchy said that violence has spread in her community “like wildfire,” and that it’s up to parents and adults to reach out to youth to “put this fire out.”  In addition to wanting the shooter to come forward, Dorchy urged parents to get more involved in their children’s lives, and wanted to let young people know “you are loved.  You don’t have to look in the wrong places for love.  Reach down in yourself and find that you are loved by God…and you are here to do more.”

 

“I can’t look on the TV and turn my face away, because now it is here in my home.”

 

Dorchy says that others have told her that before her grandson died, he raised his arms and said “I love ya’all,” although police say they cannot confirm that.  They were able to talk to both boys before they were taken to the hospital, and neither would reveal the name of their attacker or the motive behind the shooting.

 

An aunt of the survivor, known only as “Noni,” said that her nephew “was just like any kid who was out to have a good time.”
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“He was somebody’s brother.  Somebody’s cousin,” she said.  “If you don’t come forth it is going to happen again.  If they feel like they got away with it, they’ll keep doing what they’re doing,” Noni said.

 

Wilson says that the shooting seems to be gang-related, and that investigators are talking to members of two known Detroit area gangs, as well as working with many other departments including the Detroit Police, Detroit Public Schools, and other agencies that deal with drugs and gang violence throughout the region. 

 

The VFW Hall, Post 1407, is located at 177 Vester – just a block away from the busting downtown district along Woodward Avenue.  Wilson says that they have not had problems with parties in the past at this or any of the other hall rental establishments in the city.  In the past ten years there have only been five murders in Ferndale – a number that police are determined to keep low.

 

“We’ve been talking with people in the two gangs, and with other law enforcement who say that Ferndale is a place gangs know to stay away from,” Wilson said.  “There are gangs around us, but we have zero tolerance for violence and have been able to keep most of it out of our borders.  Somebody didn’t listen to that rule, and we will find them.”

 

If you have any information about the shootings, please contact the Ferndale Police Department at (248) 541-3650.

New Look For City Signs Voted On

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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The new look for navigational signs around Ferndale was decided on by a group of about 30 residents at a Wayfinding community input meeting on December 17th.  Sketches of four different designs were hung on the walls for public voting, and the clear winner was a concept called “Radio City,” which features the retro lines and curves reminiscent of old-style movie theatres.  The art-deco design was likened to The Berkley Theater or the old Radio City Theater that was one block north of 9 Mile on Woodward in the 1950s.  

[image: image33.png]


 


The Way finding project includes designs for many levels of signage throughout the city, but mainly in the Downtown area, including a grand sign in the Woodward Ave. median on 9 Mile, totem-style signs to mark major intersections, 100 new historical markers, and signs to direct people to parking, city buildings and other important features.

 

The quest for new signage began several years ago as the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) became a Preserve America Community in order to qualify for various development grants.  A parking study done in 2006 concluded that better signage was needed to direct traffic to available parking.  And for several years the DDA has been working on branding the downtown by making sure that the communications and designs used throughout the area have a consistent look and feel.

 

The signs will incorporate the Downtown Ferndale logo which is a D and an F in circles, or the shortened dtwn Ferndale with an arrow after the D.  They will also tie in the funky Downtown Ferndale colors of green, blue and purple.  “This will make Downtown Ferndale more recognizable to everyone across generations,” says DDA Director Cristina Sheppard-Decius.  She said that the program will also include an online tour of Ferndale that people can view online, or print out and do in person.
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The DDA won the $120,000 grant, which is going to be matched with $80,000 in DDA funds, volunteer time valued at $20,000 and a $20,000 contribution from the City of Ferndale.

 

At the public voting, residents debated the pros and cons of four designs.  A traditional design gave a sleek, basic municipal look, while a whimsical design used a lot of swirls and circles and an illuminated design had a plain metallic look backed up with creative lighting.  Designs can be viewed online at: http://www.thelakotagroup.com/Ferndale/Phase2.html.

 

Among those who voted were councilperson Melanie Piana and her husband James and Ferndale Mayor Craig Covey.  Ferndale resident Sam Moschelli said that at first he preferred the traditional look, “but if the Radio City one had some changes I would pick that.”  Moschelli is an architect, and though he did not work on this project, he said that working with the public to get input is an important part of the design process, and that he was happy to be able to have a say in the way his city will look in the future.

 

Another public planning meeting is coming up on January 14, 2010 that will help the DDA determine what types of signs should be a priority as well as what changes could improve the designs.  A meeting location has not yet been determined, but more information will be available at www.downtownferndale.com.

[image: image35.png]cayha >
oo 3

E
R
N
D
A
L
E

mr»ozIm




[image: image36.png]Police looking for suspects
in VEW Hall Murder

ferndalell5.com






Hungry Howie's Pizza
419 W. 9 Mile Road
(248) 546-0643

Mon-Thurs 11am-11pm
Fri-Sat 11am-1am
Sun 12pm-11pm

Hungry Howie’s is the Original Flavored Crust Pizza™. With 8 great Flavored Crust™ pizzas and a wide selection of toppings, we have a pizza to please almost anyone. In addition to our mouth watering Original Flavored Crust Pizza™, we have plenty of other menu items like Howie Bread, Howie Wings, Oven Baked Subs, Crisp & Cool Salads, and more. Call us today, We’ll make it FAST, We’ll make it FRESH, and We’ll make it just FOR YOU!





Western Market
447 W. 9 Mile
Ferndale, MI 48220
248.546.7288
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Wishing all a Happy and Healthy New Year to all!


Mon-Sat
8am-8pm
Sunday
8am-6pm

Look for Western Market's Upcoming Huge January Wine Sale!
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City Streamlines Event Application Process Puts Off Votes on Several New Fees
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By, Crystal A. Proxmire

In an effort to ease complications of event planning, the City Clerk’s office has worked with several departments and event planners to put together a checklist for those who want to use Ferndale for an event.  The checklist also included several new requirements for event planners, including new fees for trash compacting services, additional background checks for alcohol permits and a new $500 fee for the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) for any event occurring in the Central Business District.

 

The packet was presented to council on Dec 28, 2009, and after several comments by the public, the council voted to adopt some of the event planning provisions, while putting off the parts in the proposal that involve new fees.
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According to City Clerk Cherilynn Tallman the proposal had three purposes.  “The first we started out with was to provide a consistent application and approval process so that everyone was treated equally and that all the various factors that go into making these special events successful were addressed,” she said.  “A lot of stuff slips through the cracks because we haven’t had a comprehensive process.”

 

“Secondly because the process has been so unwieldy, our department heads have been spending a lot of manhours on this, so we are seeking to reduce the number of man-hours spent by our highest paid employees by making the process a simple checklist.  [Third] In view of our upcoming budget deficit, to start recouping some of the actual costs for city services.”

 

Large events such as Motor City Pride, The DIY Streetfair, The Woodward Dream Cruise and the Sierra Club’s Green Cruise require the work of several city departments.  The Department of Public Works (DPW) closes the city and assists with cleanup of trash during and after the event.  The Police and Fire Departments have extra staff on duty, and they also play a role in approving event plans.  The Clerk’s office processes applications, and helps bring items to council that need approval.  If events are in a city park, the Recreation Department may have to arrange for pavilion rentals and opening of bathrooms.  If downtown, the DDA has a hand in alerting member businesses of the event and handling phone calls from vendors and those looking for more information.

 

Some of the provisions adopted by council include a six month deadline for submitting an application to the city.  This will give the various departments time to review the application and make sure things are well-organized.  Planners will also have to present their plans to a board made up of the relevant departments, so that those departments have the chance to discuss ways of working together to make the event easier on city employees and better for the guests and businesses involved.

 

Council also voted to have all billing for special events services managed by the City Clerk’s office.  In the past, each department billed planners separately and there was no easy way to ensure that outstanding bills were paid before allowing a group to return.
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Items removed from the checklist which may be voted on at a later City Council meeting include a $100 fee for use of trash compactors to compensate for the extra weight of trash sent to the landfill after an event,  a $250 fee for any events involving alcohol to compensate the Police Department for time spent on background checks, a $200 fee for having the DPW install banners across a street, a $250 fee for having DPW install signs on the light posts, and $500 for any Downtown event to compensate the DDA for time spent giving information about the event to businesses and for their role in publicizing such events, as well as time spent coordinating clean up efforts after the events.  

 

Several people came to the podium to share their views on the proposed fees.  Dave Wait from Motor City Pride and Triangle Foundation said that “on the fees it would really impact on us being close to $15,000…Please really take that under thorough review.  After hearing the discussion with the DDA it sounds like there are a lot of issues in that area.  Motor City Pride brings a lot of people.  The merchants, for the vast majority, like having the new clientele in to see the businesses, and it seems weird to be charging $500 when we’re bringing people in to see the businesses.”
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Chris Johnston, owner of the Woodward Avenue Brewery, The Loving Touch and the Emory and the creator of the DIY (Do It Yourself) Streetfair suggested that DDA money might be better allocated to cover expenses at events, and to give business owners more control over what events the DDA gives money to.  “So perhaps some of the DDA’s special event funds could go to the art fair or other things the city businesses would like.  And as someone who pays City taxes on three buildings in the DDA district a lot of my money goes towards that and I would like to see some of that money come back as opposed to more of it going that way.”  Johnston said that the DIY has lost money both years, though he hopes it will grow into something big.  He questioned the need for the trash fee because in his case they have their own trash compactors and have a stringent recycling program. He also pointed out that cities like Royal Oak pay event organizers to come to their city, rather than charging fees that might drive them away.  “Some events are worth keeping and some events are worth going out and getting,” Johnston said.

 

Jacki Smith, owner of the Candlewick Shoppe, spoke of events having a mix of costs and benefits.  She said that the events attracted her to the city, but that once she had a storefront she realized how unseen businessowners could be in the event planning process.  

 

The entire council meeting can be seen online at http://www.ferndale-mi.com/Services/Cable/CityCouncilVideo.htm, agenda packets are also available on the site, which let voters know when topics like this will be voted on.

Now Open




Chazzano Cafe Ebraica
1737 E 9 Mile Road

www.
chazzanocoffee
.com

Now open Monday Through Friday 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturdays 7pm to midnight
Sundays 9 a.m. to 4pm


Good Coffee Makes You Sing!
248-691-4256

City Council Meetings Now Online

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

The City of Ferndale now offers internet viewing of the City Council meetings at the City website at http://www.ferndale-mi.com/Services/Cable/CityCouncilVideo.htm.  Not only can residents watch the meetings, the site makes it easy to go to clips about specific items on the agenda.

 

Dell Schmidt, Ferndale Cable Director, says this is better than other municipal websites that simply stream the meetings in entirety.  “It means you can go to any topic you want without having to fast forward and try to guess what they’re talking about,” Schmidt says.  “And it’s quicker because you don’t have to download as much.”

 

Schmidt, who is the sole paid employee of the Cable Department, worked closely with the City Clerk Department to implement the new system, and was able to get it online months sooner than expected.  “We are happy to provide yet another avenue by which our residents and other concerned parties may access Ferndale’s City Council meetings,” says City Clerk Cherilyn Tallman.   “This is exciting, user-friendly technology which adds to the openness of government in Ferndale.”

 

Members of council are excited about the online access.  According to Mayor Craig Covey, "This is a great new service that not only takes advantage of new technology, but is critically important to help keep the residents and business owners informed about local government, issues being discussed, and decisions being made.  Transparency is critical to fair and honest governing."

 

Councilperson Mike Lennon hopes that with access there will be more communication with residents. “It's another avenue to make the council meetings available to another segment of our residents. It will hopefully generate more feedback to council on issues that require public input.”
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As debates continue on the upcoming budget cuts, city expenditures and potential new fees in various areas of service – the online streaming may have an impact on how involved residents get in the process.  The Clerk’s office continues to work with the public and department leaders to find ways of making the website easier to use and more informative.

 

“It has long been a goal of City Council to make the city website more functional and valuable to our residents,” said councilperson Scott Galloway.  “Placing the meeting materials on-line was a significant step forward for transparency in government.  All citizens now have easy access to the same materials the Council looks at to make decisions.   Streaming video of council meetings [live] is the next significant improvement for the website.  This improvement may allow us to trim our budget for cable television without significantly affecting the services we deliver to our residents.”




Lenny's copy center was founded in October of 2003 by Bob & Mary Lenaway. They are a family run business committed to giving you a warm welcome, a wide variety of products, fair prices, and old fashioned friendly service.

They offer so many things it's hard to believe they can fit everything in one cozy store. Office Supplies, Printing, Engraving, Rubber Stamps, Laminating, Gift Items, Personalized Tee Shirts, Legal Forms, Desktop publishing, Notary Service, Faxing, Imprinted Merchandise, Printers, Business Machines, Tee Shirt Making Supplies, oh and don't forget about the COPIES!

2103 Hilton

(248) 544-6313

www.

 HYPERLINK "http://www.lennyscopycenter.com/" lennys

 HYPERLINK "http://www.lennyscopycenter.com/" copycenter.com
AJs Danny Boy Concert Makes Ripley’s Believe It or Not

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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The quirky and lovable Danny Boy marathon, the 50 hour non-stop music fest held at AJs Café 240 W. 9 Mile Road in Ferndale from March 15-17, 2008, has won entry into the latest edition of Ripley’s Believe it or Not.

 

Over 700 renditions of the song – traditionally an Irish Ballad – were sang, strummed, piped and otherwise performed by over 1000 participants during the three day festival.  According to owner AJ O’Neil, the song was recreated by “everyone from church choirs, to families to drag queens.”

 

The marathon started as a running joke at open mic nights.  “I’d sing it when we were slow, and after about the fifth time I started really getting heckled,” O’Neil says.  “I told them – if you won’t sing I’ll have to do it, and finally I agreed that if everyone sang it I would put it to rest.  Then it grew into this big thing.”

 

Danny Boy is a favorite of O’Neil, who first sang it publicly at his father’s funeral in 1996.  The marathon encouraged people to put their own creative spins on the song.  It also inspired local writer Karen Wilhelm to write a book about the concert called “In Sunlight and Shadow,” which is available at AJ’s for $14.95.  The event is now forever chronicled in Ripley’s Believe It or Not.

 

“Ferndale is a great little place that has rubbed off on me,” O’Neil says.  “Here I can be as weird as I want to be.”  AJs Music Café is also home to the World-record breaking Assembly Line Concert (see http://www.ferndale115.com/p8party.html), as well as a constant-stream of open mic nights, concerts, meetings and other fun events. For more information go to www.ajsmusiccafe.com.
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2010 Ferndale Blues Festival
is coming Jan 29- Feb 6!

Sponsorships now available.  Money raised goes to help Ferndale Youth Assistance and Michigan AIDS Coalition.  For information on how to be part of this great event go to:

www.ferndale

 HYPERLINK "http://www.bluesfestival.org" blues

 HYPERLINK "http://www.bluesfestival.org" festival

 HYPERLINK "http://www.bluesfestival.org" .org
Ferndale Inventor Helps Everyday People Plow

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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A local man recently laid off from the auto industry is using his newfound time to make something he believes will ultimately save others time – a snowplow that attaches easily to any standard class 3 trailer hitch receiver and can be raised and lowered from inside the car. 
 

Though the idea itself isn’t entirely new, the approach is.  Steve Brook has begun the application process to patent his idea, which he’s been developing and testing for the past three years.  Only with his recent layoff from Cadillac has he really had the time to commit to the lengthy patenting process.

 

Brook has patented other products before, including the roof rack for the Cadillac SRX, and was highly involved in the process for the SRX’s high-intensity discharge (HID) headlights – a technology that he describes best as “those are the annoying blue headlights that people hate to look at but love to have on while they’re driving.”

 

His newest invention could also be a great tool for drivers, especially here in Michigan.  The detachable plow he designed weighs over 200 lbs, but is designed to be hooked up and unhooked easily by nearly any user.

 

And unlike traditional plows the “hitch adapter plow” does not affect a person’s car insurance rates, and does not need to be permanently attached, or even bracketed, to the vehicle.

 

Though he’s spent years developing the hitch adapter plow, Brook’s original motivation was pure laziness.  “My elderly parents wanted me to come and do their snow all the time.  As I got older it started tiring me out.  I was doing my driveway and theirs.  It took a lot of time and I thought – there has got to be a better way.”

 

So began the invention process.  “I started out with small plastic models, then wooden full size ones.  After I knew that would work I welded up a prototype – then I used it until I broke it.  Then that’s the whole process – to use it until you break it, then fix the problem and use it all over again.”

 

After several improvements, Brook is confident that his design is good.  He is currently selling the home-made plows for $950, but ultimately hopes to find a manufacturer to purchase the rights so that he can continue focusing on his inventions, and on his other pet project – The Assembly Line Concert Part Two: Second Shift.  He is working with AJ O’Neal of AJ’s Music Café to produce a second world-record-breaking event.  He is also in charge of sponsorships for the event.  To purchase a plow for yourself, or for more information about the upcoming Assembly Line 2 Concert contact Steve Brook at 248-980-8280. 




C! Tech Solutions - Your small business and home computer repair, service, support, and consulting specialists. We are a proud member of the Ferndale community, and provide service the northern Metro Detroit area.  You can reach us by web, by phone at 586.995.0509, or by Twitter as @ctechsinc.  Why Settle For a Geek When You Can Hire a Pro?

Lez Rock
Led Zeppelin tribute band channels classic rock era at Ferndale show
By Jessica Carreras
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Shannon Conley of Lez Zepplin must be a Shakira fan.

At their Dec. 4 show at Ferndale's Magic Bag, the lead singer of the all-female tribute band's hips didn't lie - and they sure were talking.

Belying the quartet's lady-loving label, the audience was more 40-something-straight-man than lesbian. Conley's sexed-up performance - complete with relentless navel baring and gyrations - would've made even the She Wolf herself blush. And the crowd - gay or straight - ate it up.

But don't be fooled: the New York-based group, led by guitarist Steph Paynes (the group's only original member), didn't get popular through flashy showmanship. Hips or not, the music was still the main draw.

Casual fans of the group's namesake ('70s rockers Led Zeppelin, for those in the class who are a little behind) may not have gotten what they expected at the Magic Bag, but they got a good show. At Friday's performance - which, loyal fans will tell you, was a routine rock-out - cop-out regurgitations of "Stairway to Heaven" and "Black Dog" were absent. Instead, the Lez ladies brought some of the group's more obscure songs to the forefront, like the adrenaline-pumping opener "Nobody's Fault But Mine" and "Dazed and Confused," for which Paynes played a five-minute guitar solo. With a violin bow.

Winding guitar licks, heavy, complicated drums (kudos to Leesa Squyres, who seemed to channel John Bonham's ability directly) and eerie, almost incomprehensible lyrics all made their appearances.

The group slowed it down for a drum-free duo of acoustic songs, during which Paynes and bassist/keyboardist Megan Thomas shared mandolin duties. The set quieted down the usually rowdy crowd with haunting vocals and echoing solos before launching back into the hard rock sound they wore so well.

For concertgoers like me - born after Led Zeppelin's break up but raised by parents with a healthy love of rock 'n' roll - seeing this band is about as close as a 20- or 30-something could hope to get to the real thing. 

Everything about the show - from the band's outfits to the music to the long-haired, leather-jacket-wearing audience - seemed to be taken straight from the period of rock music it sought to emulate (There may even have been - ahem - a bit of the '70s penchant for joint-passing present at Friday's show. Yeah, you know who you are).

But Lez Zeppelin is much more than a tribute band. The look and sound are borrowed, fittingly, but the experience of seeing them live is no $50-an-hour wedding band. If Led Zeppelin's music was written by and for men in a totally different era, you wouldn't know it listening to this women-run group. And I highly doubt Robert Plant could shake his booty like that.

American Pop!
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American Pop!
175 W. Nine Mile Road
Ferndale, MI 48220
(248) 837-9835
Hours:
Tues-Sat 11am-8pm
Sunday 11am-6pm
HISTORICAL SOCIETY VIEW: 
 Ferndale’s Hand Grenade, a Live Reminder of World War II

From the Ferndale Historical Society’s Newsletter The Crow’s Nest, Summer 2009

 

Former Ferndale resident Christ Rodgers, currently serving as a U.S. Navy SEAL, Master Chief, visited the Ferndale Historical Museum on April 29, 2009.  A display of items donated by Ferndale residents who had served in the military during wartime caught his eye.  Intrigued by a World War II “pineapple” grenade, he asked for a flashlight, examined the grenade’s interior, gasped, and accompanied by a now nervous museum volunteer, quickly preceded – grenade gingerly in hand – to the Ferndale Fire Department headquarters next door to the Museum.

 

There, in quick succession, the grenade was examined, at a safe distance, by firefighters, a Ferndale police officer, and then the State Police Bomb Squad –who immediately proceeded to safely deactivate a World War II “leftover” that still had sufficient charge to produce a significant Boom.

 

Whew!  The grenade had been a popular attraction at the museum since the mid 1980s, intriguing to kids and adults alike.  Thanks to an alert Navy SEAL, Ferndale’s grenade is now safely deactivated and back on display at the Museum, a real-life example of World War II – but also a stark reminder of the role of Ferndale residents in the nation’s history of the past nine decades.
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The Ferndale Historical Society is asking for memberships for the year 2010.  Individual membership is only $10.  Family memberships are $25 and Lifetime Memberships are $100.  Please MAIL payment along with your name and mailing address to The Ferndale Historical Society 1651 Livernois, Ferndale, MI 48220.  Your membership helps support the Ferndale Historical Museum and will provide you with copies of their wonderful newsletter The Crow's Nest.  Go to www.ferndale historicalsociety.org for more info.

Seniors Win Cookie Challenge

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 


The Ferndale Seniors pulled out all the stops to win the 2009 Warm-Hearted Cookie Challenge, as part of The Ferndale Ice Festival on Dec. 12, 2009.  The Cookie Challenge pairs a non-profit group with a local business to peddle cookies in exchange for donations.  Eleven nonprofits competed and together earned $1,960, which exceeded donations from last year when fifteen groups earned a total $1,200.

 

Jeanie Davis, President of the Ferndale Seniors, and a team of volunteers made and individually wrapped twelve dozen Chocolate Chip Cookie Bars.  They teamed up with Dino’s Lounge at 22740 Woodward and were able to raise a total of $370.07 for the Seniors.

“Dino was our host, and he was so generous, setting up a special place for us, telling the waitstaff to make us happy. And with seniors, that isn't easy to do,” said Davis.  “We had decorated a cart from the [Kulick] Center's kitchen, and loaded it up with cookies, strolled the 9, hawking our wares.  Did I mention that we were wearing antlers?  Yeah, we looked pretty pathetic.  I think that is why we did so well.  People felt sorry for us.  Meanwhile, back at Dino's our volunteers were "working the room" and making as much money as we were on the street.  We had a blast!!’

 “My goal was to get the Seniors noticed, raise our visibility.  So many people don't think of the seniors, discounting us because they think we aren't capable of a lot of things.  I wanted them to see that we could halp, and we are fun.  I was thrilled to find that we won!  We had more volunteers than anybody else.  We were tripping over each other in the a.m., and that is why 3 of us were able to work the cart, and 3 stayed at Dino's.  Our team is absolutely the best, and I am so proud of them.”

The 2nd place non-profit was the David Smith Memorial Fund / Ferndale Youth Assistance Program collecting a total of $338.59 and partnering with the Candle Wick Shop, serving Peanutty Butter Cookie.  “They had the opportunity nailed down by putting a scout on the sidewalk passing out coupons for a free candle inside, and setting the table of cookies inside the store,”  according to Sharon Chess, the Cookie Challenge organizer.  

Jacki Smith, owner of The Candle Wick, says the Warm Hearted Cookie Challenge is the best retail day for her shop, and looks forward to the event each year.

The 3rd place non-profit is Ferndale Community Foundation collecting a total of $283.10 and partnering with A.J. Café, serving the Chocolate Chocolate Chip Cookie.

The Warm-Hearted Cookie Challenge is one of the many traditions at the Ferndale Ice Festival.  This most recent event featured cartoon ice sculptures, an ice jungle in the pedestrian alley behind Dinos, pictures with Santa Claus, reindeer and more.  (see http://www.ferndale115.com/p3icefest09.html)

For more information about Ice Festival each year, go to www.downtownferndale.com.

Free Legal Services For FHS and Middle School Families

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

Students and families of Ferndale High School and Ferndale Middle School now have access to free legal consultations with lawyers from the Dykema Law Firm, at a clinic held on the first Thursday of every month from 4-6 pm. The clinic is held at Ferndale High School, and those interested in attending can schedule an appointment by calling 248-203-0550.

 

The Dykema Free Legal Clinic can help in areas of family law, domestic violence, immigration, landlord/tenant, guardianship, veterans’ benefits, expungement, consumer protection, estate planning and problems with home contractors.  The clinic cannot accept criminal cases or matters that involve the Ferndale Schools.

 

Heidi Naaski, Dykema’s attorney pro bono coordinator said that “children who face the threat of eviction as well as those who are exposed to domestic violence at home have a hard time focusing at school and need legal assistance to ensure their safety and opportunity for achievement.  Dykema’s clinic will play a role in minimizing these obstacles for students and their families.”

 

According to Naaski, The Dykema Free Legal Clinic is the first of its kind in Michigan, and the first one ever to be sponsored by a law firm.  Dykema is a national law firm that plans on expanding the free outreach to other cities if it is successful here in Ferndale.  The clinic operates in partnership with several non-profit organizations including the Family Law Assistance Project, Lakeshore Legal Aid, The Michigan Poverty Law Project and Thomas M. Cooley Law School.  

 

For more information about Dykema’s pro bono program go to http://www.dykema.com/probono/ .

Modern Tax & Accounting Services

Robert B. Babut -

Accountant & Owner

445 W. Woodruff Avenue

Hazel Park, MI 48030-3226

Phone - (248) 544-2002

Fax - (248) 399-7827

email - info@

 HYPERLINK "mailto:info@moderntaxservice.com" moderntaxservice

 HYPERLINK "mailto:info@moderntaxservice.com" .com
Parking Fines Go Up, Other Changes to Come

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

At the Dec. 14, 2009 City Council meeting, officials voted to raise the price of parking ticket fines from $6 to $10, with the additional $4 going directly into the parking and highways fund.  They listened to other parking-related ideas from the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) Executive Director Cristina Shepard-Decius, who says that parking is a crisis, but decided not to take any further action after several residents expressed the concern that their needs hadn’t been considered in the DDA proposals.

 

There are many components to the parking issue.  Most recently there have been complaints from residents on Troy Street and other residential streets that their parking is being taken up by people in the daytime who don’t want to pay for parking in the lots and in the evenings and on weekends by a shortage of parking spots because of people coming to bars and restaurants.  With another restaurant on the verge of opening, residents in the area are vocal about a change being made.  Residents have come to council meetings, called the DDA, called the police department and approached members of city staff and council asking for help.

 

Additionally other downtown business owners, like Jacki Smith of Candle Wick Shoppe and Veronica Lujic of State of the Art Framing, say that lack of parking costs business owners sales.  

 

The DDA took the lead and set up a parking committee, which concluded that Ferndale needs a new parking structure.  They presented the findings of a 2006 parking study as the basis for needing a parking structure built on half of the current Withington parking lot.  At the time of the study there were 2548 spots available, but that in the daytime the city is short by 115 spaces on average, and in the evenings there was a deficit of 483 spots.  

Their recommendations involved making changes to the parking fee structure to help raise money for a structure.  The first step, which council approved, was to raise parking fines by $4.  They are also recommending that the city raise metered rates from 50cents an hour to $1 an hour in prime locations.  The theory is that by raising the rates some people will be pushed out into the further lots, leaving close lots open for customers to come and go several times through the day – thus generating more meter fees and ideally welcoming more customers so they won’t have to drive around looking for spots.

 

The tiered parking system suggestion generated several responses from council and audience members, who feared that raising rates would only send more people into the residential neighborhoods where parking is free or that the increased rates would be a hardship for people who come to Ferndale frequently, or on a daily basis.

 

However, tiered parking is often used in other cities to ease congestion in busy lots and encourage turnover in the most needed spaces.  

 

Another recommendation was to raise the price of permit parking, and to prohibit permit parking in the busiest lots.  “We truly are undermining ourselves with what we are charging right now,” said Shepard-Decius at a special meeting on Dec. 7, 2009.  She said that about 25% of the parking spaces taken at any given time are from parking passes, and that the rates should be raised to $60 a month, $170 for 3 months and $660 a year, and that the extra money should be earmarked for a 455-space parking deck.  They also are asking the city to implement a shuttle system to help deal with parking problems while the deck is being built.
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The DDA tried starting a shuttle service for downtown employees, but the service would cost employees $4 per day, which is less than they would pay with a current parking permit or by parking for free on a residential street.  Shepard-Decius said that increased permit and metered parking fees would encourage employees to use the shuttle instead.  The shuttle program is now on hold until more people are interested.

 

Councilperson Mike Lennon said that eliminating parking permits in certain lots might drive away officeworkers and might put some handicap people at risk of having to constantly make their way out to the lots to put in quarters.  A representative of Foley Mansfield said that raising the parking fees would make his expense for 37 employees go from $6,600 a year to over $20,000 just so that his employees can park their cars.  Without the ability to use permits in their lot, that cost would be even more.

 

Another restaurant owner was angry that no one had come to him asking for his input, and a resident of apartments in the area also felt left out of the decision-making process and wondered where he was supposed to park if his permit would no longer be good.  Lennon also expressed concern that raising prices might cause even more overflow into the residential neighborhoods, though none of the recommendations dealt with issuing residential permits, although the DDA said it could be considered by the council.

 

The Parking Committee meetings are open to the public, though the date has not yet been set for the next meeting.  Cindy Wilcock of the DDA said they look forward to getting more feedback and more business and residential involvement.  “Sometimes when it’s a small group working on a problem it’s easy to overlook other options that might be out there.  We will be working more with the city to solve this ongoing problem.  It is a problem.  And it will be a process to solve it.  But we’ll get there.”

 

The Ferndale 115 News aims to bring you multiple perspectives on this and other debatable issues.  Your feedback, and your opinions, are essential to good communication within our community.  Please share your views through the feedback form below on this or any other topic.

 

Continue to check our event calendar for upcoming meetings.

Roosevelt Students Learn About Money

Courtesy of the Ferndale Friday eNews

At www.ferndaleschools.org
Students in Roosevelt’s third grade class enjoyed a special lesson on currency and the history of money this month.  The program MONEY! Provided by Cranbrook educators, is a free program through a grant from Northern Trust Bank.  It corresponds with the new Social Studies curriculum, particularly the Economics lessons.

The MONEY! Lesson introduces the idea of economics by allowing students to become part of the ancient Silk Road trading route to discover why bartering benefited many different people.

Students examined ancient coins to discover how money developed and had a great time setting up their own small stores to experience both buying and selling of goods.  The students paired up, determined their retail price (to make sure they made money over the wholesale cost), and decided if they were going to offer special deals to customers.

The students also received spending money for their ‘day off’ and had to budget $100 and decide on whether to purchase a more expensive item, such as a sports car, or buy more practical things like sunglasses and food.

When all the stores were put away, the students shared what thye learned.  Here are some lessons from Judy Smith’s students:

●Really expensive things are not worth spending money on.

●Make sure customers don’t see the wholesale price.

●Some people buy things because they like it, not because they need it.

●Do not spend all your money in your budget, so you can save.

●It’s easier to work with exact change.

●Lowering your price is good advertising.

The Ferndale Public Schools website at www.ferndaleschools.org is a valuable source of information for students and parents in the Ferndale School District.  The Ferndale 115 News is currently seeking parent involvement in writing about school-related topics.  If you are a parent, teacher or student who would like to get involved, please contact Editor and Publisher Crystal A. Proxmire at editor@ferndale115.com.

POLICE REPORT  - 

The following are messages from the Ferndale Police Department to media contacts unless otherwise noted.  For more information on any of these cases contact The Ferndale Police Department at 248-541-3650. 



Teen fires shots towards Ferndale apartments 09-3827

 

On December 23 at 11:00 p.m. Ferndale police were called by and assisted Detroit Police with crowd control on 8 Mile near the State Fair Grounds. The crowd was mostly teens who were attending a concert at the Dumar Field House located in the fairgrounds. Shortly after midnight, gunshots were fired near 771 E. 8 Mile (Cash Your Checks Plus). Detroit and Ferndale responded to the area and found  eight teens in the parking lot. Police also found a .38 revolver on the ground near the teens. Investigation showed that the gun was stolen in Detroit on Dec. 21st. 

Further investigation showed that the gun was loaded with three rounds. Two shots had been fired, the third round mis-fired. Using statements from some of the youths and a tester for gunshot residue, Ferndale officers determined: 

1)      The shooter was a 16 year old Detroit boy. The boy was arrested and is being held pending transfer of the case from Oakland County Probate to Wayne County Probate Court. Juveniles matters are handled in the jurisdiction where they live. 

2)      Shots were fired towards apartments and houses on the north side of eight mile. Nobody was injured, and there is no known property damage. 

Criminal charges the youth faces include a four year felony of firing a weapon at a building. 

 

Obviously, information on the juvenile will not be released. 

 

No further information is available regarding this matter. Due to today’s work load,  please do not phone for further details.  Thanks much!

 

 

Det. Lt. William Wilson

Ferndale Police Department 

310 E. 9 Mile

Ferndale, MI 48220



 

POLICE ARREST SUSPECT IN VFW HALL MURDER

 

At approximately 6:45AM this morning, Monday, December 28th, the Ferndale Police Department along with the South Oakland County SWAT Team, and the Detroit Police Department arrested a suspect at his Detroit home in connection with the murder and attempted murder of two young men in Ferndale that occurred on Saturday, December 19th at the VFW hall at 177 Vester.  The Ferndale Police Department is still looking for accomplices in this crime and urges anyone with information to call us at 248-541-3650 or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-SPEAKUP. 

 There will be no further information released at this time, so please do not call. I will put out another message tomorrow afternoon – late. 

 Thanks

 

Detective Lieutenant William Wilson

Ferndale Police Department



 

 

SKETCHES RELEASED OF MURDER SUSPECTS- 

Dec 23, 2009 5pm

 

Regarding the shooting at the VFW Hall. 

 

After interviewing witnesses, FPD has obtained two sketches of suspects in the shooting that resulted in the death of one sixteen year old, and the wounding of another 16 year old who is still in the hospital.  

 

If anybody has information regarding the people depicted in the sketches or any information regarding the shooting, they should call FPD or Crimestoppers. 

 

The suspects should be considered armed and dangerous and should not be approached by citizens. 
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The person in sketch # 1 is described as: 

b/m, 16-22 yrs. Old, 5’7” – 5’8”, 140-160 lbs, Thin build, with a little goatee and sparse mustache. 
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The person in sketch #2 is described as: 

b/m, 16-19 yrs, small, 5’2” – 5’4”, 120-140 lbs., 

 

 

 

Police are unclear which suspect was the shooter, as there was a struggle over the gun after it was fired.

 

 

 

TEEN SHOT AT VFW HALL

 

On 12/19/09 at 12:16 a.m. Ferndale Police Responded to a shooting at the VFW Hall on Vester St. Police arrived w/in seconds of the call. 

Police arrived to about to find many of about 200 people, mostly teens running from the hall. Many were yelling that a gunman was inside firing shots. 

Police immediately entered the building and found that the shooter already fled the scene. Two 16 year old boys were inside wounded from a single shotgun blast. 

One of the boys died later in the morning, another is hospitalized and listed in critical condition. One of the victims resided in Detroit, the other in Royal Oak Twp. 

 

The shooting appears to be gang related involving rival gangs from Detroit and Royal Oak Twp. 

 

The party was being hosted by two mothers for a joint “Sweet Sixteen” birthday party for their daughters. 

Party announcements were made through Facebook. As a result, many people not even known by the hosts showed up to the party. Apparently the information was used by gang members to target their victims. 

 

The matter is under investigation. No arrests have yet been made. 

 

A lesson to relay to parents is to control any parties they or their children host. Keep the number of guest to a controllable number, do not make public open invitations. If unknown guest show up to the party, do not let them in. If they refuse to leave, or if trouble seems to be developing, call the police for help. 

 

ANYBODY WITH INFORMATION SHOULD CALL THE FERNDALE POLICE AT 248-541-3650 or PHONE CRIMESTOPPERS. 

 

THIS IS THE END OF TODAY’S PRESS RELEASE. NO OTHER INFORMATION IS BEING GIVEN OUT TODAY. 

MORE INFORMATION WILL BE PUT OUT AS THE CASE DEVELOPES. 

 

 

Detective Lieutenant William Wilson

Ferndale Police Department

310 E. 9 Mile 

Ferndale, MI 48220

Dec. 11, 2009 From Rep. Sander Levin's Office:

 

$1.025 Million for Oakland County’s CLEMIS Included in Consolidated Appropriations Bill: Funding will be used to upgrade biometric technology that helps officers solve crimes 

 

(Washington, D.C.)  – The House of Representatives approved $1.025 million for Oakland County's Courts and Law Enforcement Management Information System (CLEMIS) yesterday.  The funding is part of the Consolidated Appropriations bill, a measure which combines 6 of the 12 annual funding bills, that the House passed by a vote of 221 to 202.  The project funding, which will purchase new biometric identification technology, was requested by Reps Levin, Peters, and Rogers, as well as Senators Levin and Stabenow.

 

“Putting these tools in the hands of our officers improves our ability to identify and arrest offenders,” said Joe Sullivan, Director of CLEMIS.  “Evidence collected can be shared across agencies to ensure that officers are aware of every lead when trying to solve a crime.”

 

 “The Justice Department reports that 40% of crime scenes contain palm print evidence,” said Rep. Levin.  “The new technology that this funding will purchase for CLEMIS will allow law enforcement officials to collect and share this evidence, effectively solving more crimes.” 

 

“This investment will help make Oakland County safer by facilitating communication and information sharing between hundreds of law enforcement agencies across Southeast Michigan,” said Rep. Peters.  “In particular, these funds will streamline officer communication, enhance criminal identification and bring more criminals to justice.  Public safety budgets have been particularly strained in recent years and we must continue to work together to secure targeted criminal justice investments such as these.”

 

The funding will be used to upgrade the CLEMIS palm print system, streamline the LiveID application to over 3,500 patrol vehicles in the field, and purchase 62 portable biometric identification devices.  CLEMIS promotes communication and sharing of criminal justice information by serving as a technical link among the multiple law enforcement agencies of Oakland County.  

 

 

 

09-3633 – BANK ROBBERY

Charter One Bank located on Woodward in Ferndale was robbed at on December 2, 2009 at approx. 10:20 a.m. 

The same bank was robbed on October 7th by the same person. 

During both robberies, the crook implied having a gun, but no weapon was seen. 

On the latter incident, the man walked into the bank, approached a teller and told her to open the cash drawer. He displayed a note that demanded money. 

After getting about $1000 dollars, the suspect left the bank. 
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SUSPECT DESCRIPTION: 

Black male, short and thin, short black hair. He has very crooked yellow teeth and bad breath. The whites of his eyes are yellow. He looks and smells dirty. He was wearing a black hooded Carhardt type of jacket. 

 

09-3199 – PARK SHOOTING

 

Stephan Alexander Thurman was arrested and arraigned on Dec. 3rd on charges of Felonious Assault and Felony Firearm. He was arraigned by Magistrate Mead who set bond at $250,000. 

 

Ferndale Detective Thull and Simpson interviewed several witnesses and used a photo line-up in their investigation. As a result of the information gathered, the Oakland County Prosecutor’s office authorized a warrant request. Police checked the Royal Oak home of the suspect, but he was not there. Police left messages for Thurman to turn himself in. Word reached the suspect, and he surrendered at the Royal Oak Police Department.

FERNDALE VIEW:

Smoking Ban INCLUDES Outdoor Patios 

by, Craig Covey

http://coveys-corner.blogspot.com/
The new Michigan smoking ban in workplaces includes all bars and restaurants in the state. And in their wisdom to protect workers from second hand smoke, the legislature included all areas of the premises of our bars and restaurants, including outdoor patios.

Billed and sold as a way to protect employees health, which is a noble thing, the law includes banning people from smoking outdoors. One wonders then if there were other reasons the legislators had for enacting this new law.

Michigan relies on huge amounts of tax dollars from tobacco to run its government. Millions of dollars per day are collected. So it seems that they will take money from smokers with one hand but slap them with the other if they want to sit outside and have a smoke with a beer.

Smoking is unhealthy, expensive, and addictive. But it is also legal. Well, legal except in places were it is illegal. And that now includes the great outdoors. 

Big Brother isnt done yet.

The next sin to be taken up will be over-eating, junk food, and obesity. I wonder what else will come down the pike from our benevolent government. Since drinking is also often unhealthy, maybe they will ban drinking in the bars as well ? 

Oh, and you can still smoke while you gamble. But you can't smoke where you drink where you gamble. Only two sins at a time are permitted.

Oh Come All Ye Faithful Ferndale Shoppers

By Kat Bruner James

This year, my husband Josh and I decided to do as much of our holiday shopping in Ferndale as we could.  For me, there were two major reasons for this.  First, I hate shopping.  I can think of several means of torture that I’d rather endure instead of going anywhere near a mall during the holiday season.  Second, we thought this would be a good way to spend money in Ferndale, turn our loved ones on to some great Ferndale stores and Michigan products.

I might as well disclose up front that I cheated little bit.  About 10 days before Christmas, I got a little nervous and bought a few things on Amazon.com, just to give myself the impression that I had at least started some of my shopping.  So, I ordered reusable CYMA shopping bags (to use as gift bags), some LEGOs and a purse that you can draw on for my little cousins and a Monty Python DVD for my husband.

Then, the Saturday before Christmas, the real fun began.  We started on Woodward at Detroit Comics.  We bought two graphic novels—one for a friend and one for Josh.  We also bought a Detroit Comics t-shirt for my two-year-old niece, who is now officially way cooler than we are.  Next stop, gift certificates for one hour massages at Essential Massage.  (NB: We are also big fans of Laura at Solstice Massage!)

Next, we moved along to East Nine Mile.  In recent years, I’ve bought some fabulous gifts at Naka, and this year was no different.  We bought cute leg-warmers and a board book for our aforementioned niece, a purple pansy hair clip to go with one of the massage gifts, a stone necklace for my sister-in-law, and an embroidered wallet for my teenage cousin.  We popped a few doors down to the Boston Tea Room and Candle Wick Shop.  This had less to do with holiday shopping and more to do with conducting a little reconnaissance for my future visit to one of the Tea Room’s psychics.  Still, we found an awesome gift for one of my coworkers among the Motor City Mojo Bags.  

At this point, we were almost done, but we needed a little snack.  So, we stopped for a cookie and a drink at Pinwheel Bakery.  While there, we decided that Josh would return to Pinwheel later in the week to get some boxes of little cookies to include with some of our gifts.  I should also mention that this is where we ran into Crystal and the foundation for this article was born.

Here’s the part that was just so easy, I can’t believe I haven’t done this before.  For our grandparents and my in-laws, we made gift bags full of goodies.  We filled them with Garden Fresh chips, B. Nektar mead, Chazzano coffee, Belly Ache Candy Shoppe chocolate bars (which we “conveniently” forgot to put in to the bags) bought at Detroit Comics, Michigan made honey, Grandad’s Sweet Tea, Schuil coffee, Dearborn honey mustard, and probably a few other tidbits that I can’t remember.  Most of these items came from Western Market, so it made for easy shopping.

The whole trip took only a few hours.  And I actually enjoyed myself… shopping!  I think it helped that Josh and I went together and made a fun day of it.  But it also made us very proud and happy when we presented these gifts in the following days and explained to our friends and family that all of these gifts were made and/or bought within a few blocks of our house.




Make sure your hair looks fabulous as you enjoy downtown Ferndale!  Call (248) 544-2439 to set up your appointment today with Bill Ristov at Dye Salon.  Dye Salon is located at 230 W 9 mile Road in Downtown Ferndale, MI.  Click on the picture below to see Bill's Myspace Page with samples of his work. 




Dear Ferndale115,

For the past four years, I’ve had the privilege of working for one of Ferndale’s many hard-working non-profit organizations, Affirmations.  

Located in downtown Ferndale, Affirmations is metro Detroit’s community center for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people and our allies.  We serve more than 50,000 individuals each year through our many programs and services, which include youth services, health and human services, and social enrichment programs.  Affirmations’ toll-free Helpline, 1-800-398-GAYS, provides essential emotional assistance and resources to more than 2,000 people in need every year.  Additionally, we prepare LGBT and allied young people for adulthood through after-school drop-in hours where youth receive encouragement, homework help and resume-building assistance.

Affirmations also reaches out to the Ferndale community in a variety of ways.  Our monthly gallery openings offer Ferndale residents an opportunity to appreciate artwork created by the area’s talented LGBT community.  Our cyber center and café provide residents with a welcoming atmosphere, access to computers and a warm mug of caramel apple cider.  Affirmations is also a partner and friend to local businesses.  Various components of special events provided by the Ferndale Downtown Development Authority, such as Fido Does Ferndale, have found a home at Affirmations.

In these times of economic uncertainty, Affirmations is seeing increased participation in our programs and services while experiencing a reduction in financial resources needed to maintain these crucial lifelines to our community.  I am hopeful that the faithful readers of Ferndale115.com will consider supporting Affirmations with a tax-deductible contribution that will allow Affirmations to continue providing life-saving programs and services to their LGBT and allied brothers and sisters.

If you are able to help today with a gift in any amount that feels right for you, please go to www.GoAffirmations.org/YearEnd, visit us at 290 West Nine Mile, or give us a call at 248-398-7105.  Thank you in advance for your consideration and generosity.

Best,

Carrie E. V. Copeland

Special Events Manager

Affirmations

The Ferndale 115 News is published on the first and fifteenth of the month at www.ferndale115.com by Crystal A. Proxmire, PO Box 20293, Ferndale, MI 48220.
Contact:

editor@ferndale115.com
Mother Fletchers �234 W 9 Mile Rd�Ferndale, MI 48220-1794�(248) 398-4816��Mens and womens vintage clothing and accessories spanning all decades.�� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/motherxfletchers.JPG" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���








Advertise in The Ferndale 115 News for as little


 as $20 an Issue. 


 Reach over 1,000 readers.  Go to


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com" ��www.ferndale115.com� for more info.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.nightmaresinema.com" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/WolfmanMacFerndale115.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET �����Wolfman Mac hosts classic 'B' horror and cheesy sci-fi movies on � HYPERLINK "http://www.nightmaresinema.com" �Wolfman Mac's Chiller Drive-In�™ (formerly known as Nightmare SINema). You can catch Chiller Drive-in every Saturday night at 10 pm on RTV and at Midnight on Detroit's My TV 20 and Ft. Myers' My TV 8!

















� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/just-4-us.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET �����211 West 9 Mile Road�Ferndale, MI 48220 �(248) 547-5878��Gifts and specialty items








� HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ferndale-MI/AJs-Music-Cafe/82327570761" \l "/pages/Ferndale-MI/AJs-Music-Cafe/82327570761" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/AJSlogosmall.JPG" \* MERGEFORMATINET ������AJS Music Cafe�240 W 9 Mile Road�Ferndale, MI 48220��For more events look for AJs Cafe on � HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ferndale-MI/AJs-Music-Cafe/82327570761" \l "/pages/Ferndale-MI/AJs-Music-Cafe/82327570761" �Facebook�.��Sign the I Promise America Pledge � HYPERLINK "http://www.ipromiseamerica.com/" �here�.








