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Has Otto’s Train Come In?

Ferndale Views:

An Open Letter to Starbucks

Environmentally Christmas
Tomiko Takes Off: Gumbleton Gives Up Council Seat, Gains Family Time

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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After four years on City Council, Tomiko Gumbleton is ready to pass her seat along to Councilperson-elect Melanie Piana.  Gumbleton decided not to run for a third term mainly so that she could be home for her son’s senior year of high school.  But this isn’t the end for the politically-energized Ferndale mom, who continues to Chair the Ferndale Democrats and to work for US Senator Debbie Stabenow.

 

“My son is graduating in a year and a half and I want to make sure he goes off to college well,” Gumbleton says.  “I’ve talked to other parents and they all say senior year is a busy year.  I don’t want to miss anything.”

 

Gumbleton and her son Ryan moved to Ferndale in 1995 from Highland Park.  In 2001 the single mother and photographer was moved by the September 11th attacks on The World Trade Center and the Pentagon.  “I felt a strong desire and responsibility to get more involved and take a leadership role.  I met Andy Meisner when he was running for State Representative, at the June Fair at Roosevelt School.  Andy had been involved in the SE Oakland Coalition and on a national level.  I asked Andy ‘What can a citizen do to get more involved?’  He followed up with a personal phone call and started connecting me with people in the community.  I took over the Ferndale Dems and started working on campaigning.  

 

‘People kept asking me to run and I said no several times.  I thought ‘I’m a single mom, how can I do this?’ So I started talking to other people and getting more information about how much work being a council person involved.  I talked it over with my son, and ultimately I did it because I felt like I could give people a voice, and that I had something to contribute.”

 

One improvement Gumbleton is most proud of is her role in streamlining the long-term planning and departmental evaluation process.  She and other members of council agreed that each department (The Department of Public Works, The City Clerk’s Office, Recreation, Fire, Police etc) should set specific goals each quarter so that members of council and the public can gauge performance.  She says this practice has improved communication within the city.  The City has also begun looking at budgeting as a long-term process, rather than something that should just be addressed year to year, without looking at the big picture.  

 

Gumbleton served through several challenging Ferndale-wide debates.  “The hardest things were probably last year’s process of looking at the City complex and the politics behind it, the SOS thing and the PSD a few years ago.  There was a lot of misinformation out there.  And even after decisions were made, there were still people putting out misinformation.  People wanted to keep having an argument instead of working together to move forward and that was really disappointing.”

 

On occasion residents have sent the councilperson inappropriate e mails or “speak a little too aggressively” at council, but Gumbleton says she was able to combat some of the hostility with communication.  “Once you start to talk to people, if they know you can hear what they’re saying – whether you agree or disagree – you can still find out ways to help people.  Like with SOS, I met with citizens and I was able to direct them through the governmental process – what they needed to do, who they needed to ask.  Most people, unless they have a problem, don’t know how to navigate the City [government].”
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As Gumbleton prepares to end her run on council, she reflects on the issues that will be carried over into the beginning of 2010 and the choices that will no longer be hers to make.  Council person elect Melanie Piana, and the more seasoned council made up of Scott Galloway, Mike Lennon, Kate Baker and Mayor Craig Covey along with City Manager Bob Bruner and others on the city staff, will begin the year by figuring out how to reconcile a $3.6 million budget deficit.  The deficit is primarily the result of state cuts and a failing economy, and Ferndale has faired the harsh economic climate better than some surrounding cities.  But tough decision will have to be made by those on council in the coming months both with reconciling the budget and with the potential development of a new court house and renovations to City Hall and the police station.  “It’s hard to express your opinion on something until we can see the numbers,” Gumbleton says.  “But everybody lives in the city, and they make their choices based on being residents as well as being on council.”  She says that Bruner has invited her and other previous council people to be available to advise incoming councilperson Melanie Piana, and others who join council in the future.

 

When asked what advice she might have for incoming councilperson Melanie Piana, Gumbleton said “Do your homework, ask questions and vote out of your own integrity.  Make sure you have all you need to make good decisions.  And if you find yourself reacting emotionally to something, try to step back and pause before you react without thinking.”

 

“Being on council adds a lot to your life and connects you with the community and your neighbors,” she said.  “I’ve met countless friends and it’s a really great experience.”

 

As for herself, Gumbleton hopes that she will have more time for her son, more time for photography, and more time to help encourage other women to get involved in politics.  “I’m really excited to get more female elected officials in Oakland County.  We’re under-served.  We’ve got great leaders, but I’d like to get more.  There are a lot of talented individuals out there, and I want to help them with mentoring or campaigning”

 

Councilperson Mike Lennon praised Gumbleton’s performance on council, saying “Tomiko always had the residents’ best interest and when an issue was being discussed she wanted to make sure the public was informed of that issue and explained it fully.    Her service to Ferndale will be missed.”
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Bake Sale With a Message: Save School Funding
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By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

When Jennifer McCafferty joined the Roosevelt Elementary School Parent Teacher Association (PTA) three years ago she was “flabbergasted.”  “I couldn’t believe all the PTA does.  People don’t even realize.  The PTA pays for all the school’s assemblies.  They buy playground equipment.  They do teacher grants to help them buy supplies they need.  They give scholarships and if there is a hardship with a family in the district – like a fire or something, the PTA steps up with gift cards to

help the families.  They do so so much.”                           
 Darcey McLaughlin, James Hanks an
d Jennifer McCaffreysell plus one happy kie!
 

McCafferty, who has two daughters in Roosevelt and a son going there next year, can not add “bake sale” and “state-wide grassroots campaigning” to the list.

 

On Wed, Dec. 2, 2009 PTAs from schools throughout the district held a bake sale at the Kulick Community Center to raise money and awareness for educational funding.  The sale was one of many held simultaneously across the state intended to show state legislators that parents won’t be quiet about the cuts that are affecting their children.

 

Cupcakes and cookies were sold for a quarter a piece.  The $375 raised will go towards a scholarship fund for seniors. “The scholarships are more important now that the Promise Grant is taken away,” said School Board Member Darcy McLaughlin who helped with the baking and selling.  Promise Grants were scholarships recently eliminated by state legislators due to lack of funding.

 

School districts around the state are facing drastic cuts in state funding.  According to Ferndale Public School’s Communications Specialist Jessica Stilger “the initial $165 cut in per-pupil funding reduced our 2009-10 budget by approximately $660,000. An additional $100,000 has been cut from Adult Education funding. The second cut of $127 per-pupil brings the Ferndale Schools total loss to more than $1.2-million, 3% of our total budget, in the 2009-10 budget year. If the School Aid crisis is not fixed, each school district in the State faces additional per-pupil cuts in the 2010-2011 school year. Total revenue for the Ferndale Schools could, over the two years, be cut by more than $3-million.”
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Henrietta Miller and Rosie Turner enjoy cookies 
and brownies to support  school funding

Superintendent Gary Meier stopped by for a chocolate chip cookie and to speak with members of the press.  “Whenever there is a grassroots initiative among parents in support of education there can be significant changes made.  Given the climate in Lansing there needs to be changes in the levels of cooperation among legislators and more compromise on political issues,” Meier said.  “I’m proud of our PTA and the initiative they’ve taken to improve school funding our state.”

 

Parent Bridget Deegan-Krause loaded up on sweets for her four year old and six year old at home.  “Education of our children is the number one priority of me and my husband right now, and I’m excited to see smart education organizing going on around the state.  We wouldn’t be here and involved if we didn’t think Ferndale schools had a lot to offer.”

 

School district officials are urging residents to contact their elected officials and share their views on cuts to school funding. For more information and for contact information for local legislators, visit www.ferndaleschools.org/schoolfunding.html.

Like the Ice?  Our Favorite Things About Ice Festival

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

Along the streets of Downtown Ferndale, ice sculptures glistened in the reasonably warm winter sun while volunteers traded cookies for donations at the seventh annual Ferndale Ice Festival.  The festival brought many merry memories to families throughout the community.
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The most obvious thing about Ice Fest is the ice.  Champion ice carver Tajana Rauka of Plymouth decked the streets with carved-ice replications of cartoon characters, store logos, and other chilly items.  In front of Pinwheel Bakery, John and Lyle Ulinski joined a statue of Snoopy the cartoon dog to share cookies on behalf of Good Neighbors Garden.  A tall clear stiletto marked the entrance to Allure Kourture, while the ladies of Boston Tea Room and Candle Wick Shop posed with their stone-cold Wonder Woman.  “The sculptures are peeerrrrty,” said Ferndale photographer Brita Brooks, a sentiment shared with hundreds of visitors throughout the day.

 

On E. Nine Mile an exotic display awaited those who ventured into one of the city's old alleys.  “It was very cool to see the town bustling with activity and hearing the oooohs and ahhhs from the children walking through the Ice Jungle in the new pedestrian alley behind Dinos,” said Dino’s owner Dean Bach.  The alley was home to several creatures not typically associated with cold weather – like the graceful giraffes, a funny monkey, an elephant, a toucan and more.  
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At the other end of the Nine Mile stretch, visitors lined up to sit on Santa’s lap while others petted genuine Finnish reindeer or loaded up on the back of a trailer for a hayride around town.  The Ferndale Schools Fine Arts Boosters set up a warming tent nearby and many stores, bars and restaurants had special entertainment for the day.  Carrie Copeland admitted that that craft fair held at Affirmations Community Center was her favorite part of the festival, while Jennifer Herman loved the live music and Frank Castronova said his favorite thing was “although Ferndale couldn’t possibly take the credit – the great weather!”  
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In addition to giving families a fun day out together, The Ice Festival brought shoppers to the area and helped raise money for eleven charities.  The annual Warm-Hearted Cookie Challenge pairs businesses with a charity for the day, allowing them to trade cookies for donations in front of their store.

 

Molly Banest, Kat Hodge and Patrick Reiter were three students from St. James raising money to go to Spain.  Their goal is to go in 2011.  Other groups benefiting from the cookie bake-off were Affirmations, FernCare, The Judson Center, The Ferndale Community Foundation and more.  Organizer Sharon Chess says that though the final numbers aren’t in, the charity cookie drive has brought in over $800 more than the $1,500 collected last year.  The winning group and their recipe will be announced in the next issue of The Ferndale 115 News.
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76 Years of Legal Drinking… 3 Years of Giving

Ferndale seizes another opportunity to benefit charities and the city

By, Dean M. Bach
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On December 5, 1933 our nation’s legislative body voted to ratify the 21st amendment to the United States Constitution thus repealing the 18th amendment, Prohibition. This amendment made law out of the “Volstead Act” or better known as the “End of Prohibition Act” and sent America back into the saloons and taverns that, from January 16, 1919 until then, were illegal to operate in the U.S.

 

Now, 76 years later, The City of Ferndale has its self in the midst of rediscovery with a downtown district that seems to be growing and thriving regardless of a sputtering State economy. With stores and shops that don’t reach deep into consumer pockets and friendly charm that reminds us of yesteryear, this is a wonderful town to visit.  
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Ferndale though owes much of its current resurgence to Franklin Roosevelt, for without whom, places like Como’s, Danny’s, Dino’s, Howe’s Bayou and Sneakers would not be able to exist. The “Old School” tavern feel is something that Ferndale has been able to hold onto through its growth which adds to the comfort of this welcoming town. On any given evening a stranger could walk into one of these “Joints” and find the owner conversing with the clientele with a towel in their hand or an apron around their waste, and truly enjoying the biz that keep you busy. 

 

With that, Larry Mills and his wife Monica, who are tremendous community supporters, decided a few years ago that we should collectively celebrate the end of prohibition be having an annual event that would not only attract business to the City but to raise funds for Larry’s favorite charity, The Good Fellows. 

 


This was the 3rd year for the “Celebration of the Abolition of Prohibition” (if you can say it fast at the end of the night you can drive home), an event that as a Lounge owner in Ferndale, I am in high spirits to be a part of. Volunteers dress in 1920’s garb, sport a brown jug, tote cameras and go out cocktailing in a city wide make shift pub crawl. People can be seen sipping on drink specials out of old jars and buckets while swaying to old time music in the seasonal Christmas setting of these cozy gin mills. Gangster props are the accessories of the day and even Santa Clause can be spotted in a pin stripe suite brandishing a “chopper”.  Every establishment has its own ideas on how to raise a few bucks for the Good Fellows and with help from the cheerful volunteers, it is great to see Ferndale coming through for those in need - as well as supporting the local merchants that love being here! 





Dean M. Bach is the owner of Dino's Lounge located at 22740 Woodward Avenue
Ferndale, MI 48220.  "We're upscale but not uptight." best describes not only the attitude, but also the decor and menus.  Don't be fooled by the "bar" atmosphere, dining at Dino's is always great!! They serve Lunch and Dinner 7 days a week as well as daily specials and a fabulous Brunch on both Saturdays and Sundays. With a wide range of items to choose from, they definitely have something for everyone in the family.Visit their website at dinoslounge.com.
Advertising Rates for 2010 now available for

The Ferndale 115 News

Go to www.ferndale115.com to find out how to be seen by over 1000 readers each issue with our low-cost advertising packages.

Quilt Inspires Local AIDS Victims to Share their Stories

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

Since 1987 the NAMES Project has inspired people around the world to be more aware of the AIDS Epidemic.  Each patch of the quilt is in honor of someone who died from the disease.  Their giant AIDS Memorial Quilt last covered Washington Mall in 1996, and has now grown so large that it can no longer be assembled in one place.  Sections of the quilt travel the country, and on December 4, 2009 and emotional opening for one such display took place at Affirmations.

 

There were speakers talking about the quilt and the disease that has claimed so many lives. The Sing Out Detroit Choir sang about hope and remembrance, and people looked in awe at the 12x12 handmade panels which hung from ceiling to floor.  

 

Shirley Gaulzetti was one name out of eight on a panel on the wall.  There are over 5,000 panels in the ever-growing collection.  That’s over 45,000 names remembered.  Gaulzetti’s family took part in the memorial.  Daughters Janita and Lisa, along with son Joe, read a speech their mother had given to a church congregation shortly before dying of an AIDS related illness.  In 1988 the family learned that their mother had been infected with HIV from a blood transfusion.  She died on Nov. 24, 1995. 

 

“Mom saw the quilt at Cobo Hall in the early 90’s and said ‘I want my name on one.’  And you always listen to your mom,” Janita said with both a smile and tears on her face.  The 3x6 foot patch they embroidered for their mother held the same words of advice she gave to the congregation in her speech: Fear less. Love more. Judge no one. Care openly.

 

[image: image30.png]


With the LGBT center’s community room full of supportive listeners, audience members were encouraged to share their stories.  Ryan Oliver of Detroit works with youth at Affirmations stood up and spoke about an HIV-positive young man he met at the center.  “It breaks my heart,” Oliver said, “that a youth who is just 16 years old who is dealing with abuse and neglect, and on top of it found out he is HIV positive.  And this kid gets up everyday and he goes to school every day.  And he does what he needs to do.”

 

Though amazed at the strength of this young man, Oliver has also found himself in an even more personal position to empathize with the young victims of abuse, disease and social ostracism.  Less than a month ago, on November 9, 2009, Oliver’s father passed away from AIDS, after hiding the fact that he had the disease for more than 20 years.  “He told us that he had cancer,” Oliver said.  “He was so ashamed and so afraid of the stigma that he didn’t tell anyone about it, not even his family.  He was a dialysis technician back in the 80s and he got pricked drawing blood.   But back then AIDS was seen as a disease for gay people and drug addicts, so he felt like he couldn’t tell anyone else.”
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Counseling and education has come a long way since the 1980s, and people from many backgrounds continue to speak out about the disease.  One Detroit couple who has been living together with AIDS and devoting their time to education and counseling is Felix and Paula Sirls.  The couple met in San Francisco where Felix was doing AIDS counseling. He had contracted HIV while working as a vocational nurse in California at the beginning of the AIDS epidemic.  Paula came in for counseling services and before long the two fell in love.  Together they have 9 children and 14 grandchildren who are all HIV negative.  

 

“I’ve been positive over 30 years,” Felix said.  “There was a time when people with AIDS didn’t have hope.  We are AIDS activists, but everyone has their own thing.  And our goal is to help people who already have AIDS by keeping them alive and giving them hope.” 

 

As an HIV tester and counselor in Detroit, Felix and his associates deal with 5-7 positive test results per week.  “So at least once a week each counselor has to sit down and tell one person to their face that they are infected with HIV.”
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“When I look at that quilt, I get angry and upset and happy at the same time,” he said.  Those emotions are expressed both in his work and in the spoken-word performances that he and Paula do to help encourage AIDS awareness.  She sings while he reads poetry about his experiences.

 

Another activist in the audience fights AIDS in her own way, by teaching senior citizens how to have safe sex.  “As people become widows and widowers they get back into the dating scene, and many don’t know about this kind of stuff,” says Julia LaPonse, a grandmother of seventeen kids who used to volunteer filling condom orders for Midwest AIDS Prevention Project (now called MAC).  “Senior homes are one of the places where AIDS is spreading, but just like anyplace else seniors think it can never happen to them.”

 

LaPonse’s daughter Kathleen Gerus-Darbison is the co-founder of Stitches, a doll project that shares the stories of women with HIV through an exhibit of handmade dolls.  She learned of her infection in 1985 and has since been working in AIDS prevention and awareness ever since.
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“Projects like this help so that people will not be forgotten,” Gerus-Darbison said.  “These dolls will go on to speak for them once they’re gone, just like the AIDS quilt helps people remember.”

The Bridge is Back!

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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HAZEL PARK – Just five months after a tanker-truck accident destroyed the 9 Mile Road bridge over I-75, the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) has cut the ribbon and opened the brand new bridge.  At 10am on December 14, 2009 officials from Hazel Park and MDOT joining with members of the construction team at Toebe Construction Company to hold the official ceremony.

 

Tony Kratofil, MDOT Metro Region Engineer, said that building such a bridge is normally a five year project from planning to completion, but that thanks to a 24-hour work crew and tremendous cooperation at the city, state and federal levels they were able to complete the work in record time.  

 

“As we celebrate today and in the days to come let this bridge and the people that made this day possible serve as examples and reminders that we can accomplish whatever we set our minds to,” Kratofil said.
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The $12 million project came about last June when an accident involving a passenger car, a semi truck carrying produce and a tanker truck carrying fuel caused the tanker to explode underneath the bridge. People from Hazel Park and Ferndale watched the pillar of smoke and flames for hours while firefighters poured foam and water to try and manage the destruction.  Resources were used from Ferndale, Hazel Park, Royal Oak, Madison Heights and West Bloomfield.  Residents downwind were evacuated and the Ferndale Recreation Department stepped in to help shelter displaced seniors.

 


The bridge collapsed completely and the entire structure had to be rebuilt.  Traffic issues plagued the area and local business owners were divided from customers who avoided the area.  
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Jack Lloyd, the mayor of Hazel Park, called the bridge opening “an early Christmas present” and urged people to begin shopping at local stores again, saying that in the time of rebuilding it was they who “suffered the most.”

 

Vice President of Toebe Construction Company Bob Jones said that in his 20 years of construction with Toebe this was the first ribbon-cutting that he attended, and he did so because the community had been so good to him and his crew.  “The guy over at Days Inn donated his property to us so that we could have a storage facility.  I know Tubbys and Wendys and McDonalds were working overtime bringing food to our guys, so I wanted really to thank the community for all they did,” Jones said.
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FernCare Gets $150,000
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By, Ernest Truant

 

(Washington, D.C.)  – The House of Representatives passed the Consolidated Appropriations bill yesterday by a vote of 221 to 202.  The measure, which combines 6 of the 12 annual funding bills, includes $150,000 to renovate a building and purchase equipment for the FernCare Free Clinic, a health clinic to be located on Nine Mile Road in Ferndale.  

 

“The health care reform legislation under consideration in Congress aims to ensure that every American has access to affordable, comprehensive health insurance.  But until the legislation is passed into law and goes into effect, there will be people without insurance, or without adequate insurance, to cover the medical care they need,” said Rep. Levin.  “The FernCare Free Clinic will provide a place for people to receive crucial health care services.  I look forward to the opening of the facility and all the good work that FernCare and its volunteers will do.”
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“This is such welcome news!  We are in an area with very few medical care resources for people without insurance or who are under insured.  We can’t open soon enough,” said Ann Heler, President of the FernCare Board.  “We have great support from Ferndale and surrounding communities and this very tangible show of support from Washington just emphasizes the ‘community can do’ spirit we have felt as we moved this project along.” 

 

The FernCare Free Clinic is scheduled to open in March of next year and will provide non-emergency medical and mental health care, generic medication distribution, community resources referral, and limited dental health services.  The clinic will focus on providing care to those who are uninsured and not served by other facilities or programs, targeting those made most vulnerable by the current economic downturn.  The clinic will be staffed by licensed medical professionals and has received donated services, equipment, and medical supplies from the business and philanthropic community.  The funding requested by Rep. Levin will be used to renovate a facility on Nine Mile Road for the clinic and purchase equipment.

 

The lack of affordable medical care for people without insurance is what led a group of Ferndale residents to organize and begin creating a free medical clinic. The group is now its own nonprofit organization with monthly free health forums, a medication/medical equipment re-cycle program and a website that continually updates health resources.  For more information about this grassroots community effort go to www.ferncare.org.

FernCare’s Let’s Talk Health Series: Asthma

Presentation Explains Proper Inhaler Use, Med. Laws for Kids and More!

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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In an effort to help educate people about health issues, FernCare’s Focus on Health Series brought the Executive Director of The Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America’s Michigan Chapter Kathleen Felice Slonager to speak at The Kulick Center on Dec 3, 2009.

Slonager says that many general practitioners and patients don’t know enough about asthma, and her goal is to change that.  According to Slonager, asthma affects over 62 million adults and children.  It is the number one reason students miss school, and also the most common reason that kids end up in the emergency room.  “If we can get this problem under control, think of how much we can save,” Slonager said.

Slonager talked about what asthma is the variety of ways to help control it, and the things that people and doctors do wrong when it comes to treating the disease. 

“Asthma is a chronic inflammatory disease of the airway, characterized by coughing, wheezing, shortness of breath and chest tightness and pain and it is at least partially reversible, unlike chronic problems like emphysema,” she said.  “There is inflammation in the lungs as well as constriction of the muscles of the airways.  Doctors mistreat asthma because they often give medicine that treats the constriction, but it is really the inflammation that is the problem.”

She urged people to talk with their doctor or seek out a specialist if they use their inhaler more than twice per week, if they wake up more than twice a month with breathing difficulties, or if they refill their inhaler more than twice a month.  “There are many medicines on the market, but doctors tend to stick with Albuterol because that’s what used to be the standard.”  She says that it can be hard for family doctors to keep up on all the latest medical information for every illness, so a specialist may be appropriate if asthma is uncontrollable.

People with asthma can take care of themselves and their environment in order to experience some relief.  “Knowing your triggers can make it better.  One more reason to ‘go green’ is that it eliminates a lot of the things that can make asthma worse.”  She recommended removing irritants from the home, including chemical-based air fresheners, cleaners, cigarettes and any other products that affect air quality.
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She also said that keeping healthy can prevent a viral infection that triggers asthma.  That means getting exercise and controlling emotional stress.  Medicines are the next step in controlling asthma.

“One thing I try to tell everyone is that we have a self-carry law, and children are allowed to have their inhalers, EpiPens, AniKits and other medicines with them in class.   A lot of schools make the kids keep their meds at the office, so if there’s an emergency they have to wait for help.”

Another thing that is commonly misunderstood is the proper way to use a medical inhaler.  

Slonager explained that the inhaler should not be shot directly into the mouth, but should be held three fingers away from the lips before dispensing.  The patient should push the chamber down and allow a mist to form before sucking in.  An even better way to use the inhaler is to use a spacer, which is a plastic tube several inches long that fits with the mouthpiece.  The patient dispenses the medicine into the tube, then inhales the smoke over the length of three seconds and gently sucks the medicine into their lungs. 

“Many people put the inhaler in their mouth and push down.  They cough because it goes right in to irritate the throat,” Slonager said.  Most of the medicine gets choked down and ends up in the throat and the stomach.  Very little gets to the lungs where it is needed.  

She says that every insurance company covers the spacers, but that big chain pharmacies don’t carry them.  Those who want spacers can ask their doctors for the prescription and get it filled at a medical supply store.  In Ferndale you can get them in stock at Wright and Filippis at 23520 Woodward.  Or you can order them through Medical Supply Company at 1421 E. 8 Mile, but they don’t keep them on location.  “I don’t know why regular pharmacies don’t carry them, or why doctors don’t offer them more.  It’s one of those things where there is just not enough information out there.”

Slonager discussed the different types of asthma medicine, including ones for long term control and short term emergency care.  She stressed the importance of taking the time to talk to doctors and make sure that they are knowledgeable about the treatments available. She recommends that people with chronic problems see an asthma specialist.

More information about asthma and allergies can be found at http://www.aafamich.org/index.html.

The FernCare Let’s Talk Health Series takes place the first Thursday of each month at The Kulick Center from 7-8:30 pm.  Upcoming discussions include: Jan. 7 – Mental Health, The Hardest Thing to Talk About.  Feb. 4 – Garden Time!  Seedlings, Gardens and the Good Earth, and March 4 – Don’t Get Up! Sit Down!  Chair Fitness and Exercise.  For more information on FernCare go to www.ferncare.org.

Parking Fines Go Up, Feedback Sought for Parking Changes

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

At the Dec. 14, 2009 City Council meeting, officials voted to raise the price of parking ticket fines from $6 to $10, with the additional $4 going directly into the parking and highways fund.  They listened to other parking-related ideas from the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) Executive Director Cristina Shepard-Decius, who says that parking is a crisis, but decided not to take any further action after several residents expressed the concern that their needs hadn’t been considered in the DDA proposals.

There are many components to the parking issue.  Most recently there have been complaints from residents on Troy Street and other residential streets that their parking is being taken up by people in the daytime who don’t want to pay for parking in the lots and in the evenings and on weekends by a shortage of parking spots because of people coming to bars and restaurants.  With another restaurant on the verge of opening, residents in the area are vocal about a change being made.  Residents have come to council meetings, called the DDA, called the police department and approached members of city staff and council asking for help.

Additionally other downtown business owners, like Jacki Smith of Candle Wick Shoppe and Veronica Lujic of State of the Art Framing, say that lack of parking costs business owners sales.  

The DDA took the lead and set up a parking committee, which concluded that Ferndale needs a new parking structure.  They presented the findings of a 2006 parking study as the basis for needing a parking structure built on half of the current Withington parking lot.  At the time of the study there were 2548 spots available, but that in the daytime the city is short by 115 spaces on average, and in the evenings there was a deficit of 483 spots.  

Their recommendations involved making changes to the parking fee structure to help raise money for a structure.  The first step, which council approved, was to raise parking fines by $4.  They are also recommending that the city raise metered rates from 50cents an hour to $1 an hour in prime locations.  The theory is that by raising the rates some people will be pushed out into the further lots, leaving close lots open for customers to come and go several times through the day – thus generating more meter fees and ideally welcoming more customers so they won’t have to drive around looking for spots.

The tiered parking system suggestion generated several responses from council and audience members, who feared that raising rates would only send more people into the residential neighborhoods where parking is free or that the increased rates would be a hardship for people who come to Ferndale frequently, or on a daily basis.

However, tiered parking is often used in other cities to ease congestion in busy lots and encourage turnover in the most needed spaces.  

Another recommendation was to raise the price of permit parking, and to prohibit permit parking in the busiest lots.  “We truly are undermining ourselves with what we are charging right now,” said Shepard-Decius at a special meeting on Dec. 7, 2009.  She said that about 25% of the parking spaces taken at any given time are from parking passes, and that the rates should be raised to $60 a month, $170 for 3 months and $660 a year, and that the extra money should be earmarked for a 455-space parking deck.  They also are asking the city to implement a shuttle system to help deal with parking problems while the deck is being built.

The DDA tried starting a shuttle service for downtown employees, but the service would cost employees $4 per day, which is less than they would pay with a current parking permit or by parking for free on a residential street.  Shepard-Decius said that increased permit and metered parking fees would encourage employees to use the shuttle instead.  The shuttle program is now on hold until more people are interested.

Councilperson Mike Lennon said that eliminating parking permits in certain lots might drive away officeworkers and might put some handicap people at risk of having to constantly make their way out to the lots to put in quarters.  A representative of Foley Mansfield said that raising the parking fees would make his expense for 37 employees go from $6,600 a year to over $20,000 just so that his employees can park their cars.  Without the ability to use permits in their lot, that cost would be even more.

Another restaurant owner was angry that no one had come to him asking for his input, and a resident of apartments in the area also felt left out of the decision-making process and wondered where he was supposed to park if his permit would no longer be good.  Lennon also expressed concern that raising prices might cause even more overflow into the residential neighborhoods, though none of the recommendations dealt with issuing residential permits, although the DDA said it could be considered by the council.

The Parking Committee meetings are open to the public, though the date has not yet been set for the next meeting.  Cindy Wilcock of the DDA said they look forward to getting more feedback and more business and residential involvement.  “Sometimes when it’s a small group working on a problem it’s easy to overlook other options that might be out there.  We will be working more with the city to solve this ongoing problem.  It is a problem.  And it will be a process to solve it.  But we’ll get there.”

The Ferndale 115 News aims to bring you multiple perspectives on this and other debatable issues.  Your feedback, and your opinions, are essential to good communication within our community.  Please share your views through the feedback form below on this or any other topic.

Continue to check our event calendar for upcoming meetings.
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Discovering a Hero: Edgar A. Culbertson Dies Saving Three Lives, 1967
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From the Ferndale Historical Society’s The Crow’s Nest, Winter 2009

 

A recent inquiry at the Ferndale Historical Museum from the U.S. Coast Guard is a reminder that all too often heroes may be little recorded in hometown resources.  In September 2008 a U.S. Coast Guard officer called the Museum seeking information on Petty Officer Edgar Culbertson who had died in 1967 while attempting to save the lives of three boys during one of the worst storms ever recorded on Lake Superior at Duluth, Minnesota.  His information indicated that Petty Officer Culbertson had been born in Ferndale.

 

It was only after some diligent searching, guided by the preliminary information provided by the inquiring officer, one internet source, and various local records dating back to the 1930s, that Museum staff were able to identify the Culbertson family, some of whom still live in southeastern Michigan.  In turn, the Museum staff was alerted to the honor, the Coast Guard Medal, that was awarded posthumously to Edgar Culbertson – and notified that a bronze plaque, originally placed on the pier where he lost his life in 1967, had recently been reinstalled on a new pier, a fitting memorial to the “only known member of the U.S. Coast Guard to loose his life in Duluth in service to his country and community.”  The concluding sentence of this citation reads: “His outstanding courage, intrepidity, initiative, and unselfish actions were in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard.”
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Locating such information for the historical records of Ferndale remains one of the most important – and satisfying – missions of the Ferndale Historical Museum staff.

 

For more information about The Ferndale Historical Museum, go to www.ferndale historicalsociety.org.
Ferndale Library Board President Resigns

Board Seeks Applicants to Fill Term

Kevin Deegan-Krause, longtime member of the Ferndale Library Board resigned from the board effective December 10, 2009.  He issued the following statement:

 "I love Ferndale and I am delighted to have played a role in bringing new energy to our library and, soon, a beautiful new space for our community to come together, learn and enjoy.  With the help of the library staff, the board and the support of Ferndale's residents, we have been able to accomplish everything I had hoped for when I first joined the board.  The one thing left to do is for us to bring new energy to the Friends of the Ferndale Library--the oldest friends group in the state--to work with the library staff on innovative programs, arts and culture and raising funds for library projects.  Since Michigan law discourages library board members from playing an active role in library Friends groups, this is a good time for me to leave the library board and work with the Friends to ensure that by the time we cut the ribbon on the new building we have also built a strong and active community of library supporters.”
“Kevin has put his heart and soul into the board and the library,” said Ann Warner, Acting Chair of the Board.  “When we were a new board seeking direction, his vision set us on the right path.  His hard work, passion and commitment played a pivotal role in making the renovation and expansion a reality.  The board, the library, Ferndale residents and library patrons owe him much gratitude.  He will be missed.”   

The vacancy created by Deegan-Krause’s resignation creates an open seat on the library board.  The board will appoint an interim successor to serve until the next election. Persons interested in being appointed to the seat should send a letter outlining their qualifications and stating why they wish to serve on the board.  Letters should be addressed to the Ferndale Library Board and may be sent via e-mail to ferndale.libboard@gmail.com or may be mailed to or dropped off at the library’s temporary facility at 642 E. Nine Mile Road, Ferndale, Michigan 48220.   The deadline is January 15, 2010.    Applicants will be interviewed by the board immediately preceding its January 28, 2010 meeting.






Hungry Howie's Pizza
419 W. 9 Mile Road
(248) 546-0643

Mon-Thurs 11am-11pm
Fri-Sat 11am-1am
Sun 12pm-11pm
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Hungry Howie’s is the Original Flavored Crust Pizza™. With 8 great Flavored Crust™ pizzas and a wide selection of toppings, we have a pizza to please almost anyone. In addition to our mouth watering Original Flavored Crust Pizza™, we have plenty of other menu items like Howie Bread, Howie Wings, Oven Baked Subs, Crisp & Cool Salads, and more. Call us today, We’ll make it FAST, We’ll make it FRESH, and We’ll make it just FOR YOU!
Has Otto’s Train Come In?

Model Enthusiast Comes Out of Retirement to Manage New Hobby Store

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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Rainy Day Hobbies Seems to be on the right track with their new store for train, plane and auto model enthusiasts located at 22961 Woodward.  Their grand opening Nov 21st drew in crowds, the busy holiday shopping weekend kicked off with “a steady stream” of sales, and owner Rainy Hamilton Jr. has been featured in several magazines and newspapers both for his store and his elaborate train collection.

 

Hamilton is a busy Detroit architect, happily being the conductor for his childhood dreams as he spends his weekends surrounded by the locomotives that he loves.  But during the week he trusts Rainy Day Hobbies to a new friend named Otto Nicholas, a fellow train collector who he met coincidently through a mutual friend.

 

Nicholas tells the story of how his friend happened upon the model train room of his basement.  “One day he says, you know Otto, this friend of mine’s got train stuff in his basement too.  Maybe you should meet.”

 

Nicholas had recently added an extension onto his house so that he could turn the old family room into a train room – a project perfect for his retirement from the Chrysler Corporation.  He was very proud of his basement room full of O scale trains, which were mainly from the Norfolk Western line. 

 

Nicholas looked forward to meeting Hamilton, but worried when he found out that their taste in trains is completely different.  “Rainy likes that HO scare and it’s completely different.  Too small.  I like to be able to see all the details,” Nicholas says.  “But… we managed to get along anyway.

 

‘I went over to look at his trains.  He came to see mine.  We talked and had a nice time, but then I didn’t hear from him at all for a couple weeks.  And out of the blue he calls and says he wants to open a train shop and he wanted me to help.  And that’s how I got to be here.”  Hamilton made Nicholas store manager and they have been chugging along ever since.
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For the sake of their friendship, or at least for customer convenience, the store offers model trains, tracks and accessories for both O and HO scales of trains.  There are also starter sets along with other toys for the young and old.
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“For us oldsters, we remember the glory days of trains.  We remember riding them.  I remember going downtown to Hudsons to the 14th floor and looking at displays.  When Lionell first introduced the trains his emphasis was that this is something that Dads can do with their kids, and that’s what I like about it and seeing other people do it.”

 

Nicholas grew up playing with trains, but like so many grown-ups Nicholas’ interest fell to the wayside of work and family.  But in 1989 a trip to California got the coals burning again.  “My sister out there knew that I really liked trains growing up, so she took me to a place called Allied Trains in Clover City, California.  When I walked in it was train heaven.  It had every train I’d ever wanted and there was this one engine I really wanted, but it wouldn’t run.  I tried to tell the guy how to fix it, but he didn’t seem too interested in listening to me.  I left, but the bug had bit me.  I got back to Michigan and I just had to find the same engine.  I found the same thing at a shop here that worked that cost a lot less.  I’ve been collecting ever since.”

 

Now you can find Nicholas behind the counter each weekday, happily swapping stories with others about their hobbies.

 

In addition to offering trains and toys, Rainy Day Hobbies also has an area set aside for classes.  They also offer repair and can custom order products not found on their shelves.  For more information check out their website at www.rainydayhobbies.com.

Ferndale’s Cable Guy: Dell Schmidt

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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For those who tune into the Government Access Channel to watch city council meetings, city wide announcements and clips of fun Ferndale events, the people behind the scenes provide a valuable service.  But what many don’t realize is that Dell Schmidt and his team of volunteers balance many tasks to bring to screen what might look like a simple productions, and that soon they will be unveiling a new, more interactive way to watch current and past city council meetings on the internet.

 

Schmidt is the only employee of the Cable Department and one of his biggest jobs is finding volunteers to help him operate the camera and editing equipment located just on the other side of the wall from where council members sit.  In the old days, large cameras on tripods in the isles of council chambers reminded everyone that filming was in progress.  But now with digital cameras hidden neatly behind small domes on the ceiling it’s easy to forget a production is taking place.

 

Behind the scenes a crew of 3-4 manages the digital output, views each camera’s image on a screen and tells the computer which image to use at any given time, sets up onscreen graphics and helps out with technical issues in the meeting, such as setting up the computer for Power Point presentations or helping with sound issues.

 

Each camera is remote-controlled to show varying angles, and the operator can zoom in or out with a joystick. On the platform where council sits, a small television screen acts as the stage director, letting the Mayor know broadcasting is about to begin.  Each meeting is called to order by the Mayor with the gavel once the cable department is ready.

 

The meetings are shown live, and then are replayed at 2pm, 8pm, 2am and 8am each day on WOW Channel 10 and Comcast Channel 53.  

 

Soon residents will be able to visit the City of Ferndale website and access the meetings at any time.  Plus with the new system the meeting footage will be divided into sections based on the council agendas so that instead of having to fast forward and trying to guess at what point they are talking about a specific topic, viewers can simply click on a point in the agenda and pull up the relevant clip.

 

The footage will be achieved so that residents and city officials can easily find the information they need about past meetings.

 

At the Dec 14, 2009 city council meeting the software had it’s first non-public run, and Schmidt expects that it will be about six months before testing and training is complete and they can go online with the new service.

 

According to Schmidt it was only about a year and a half ago that the Cable Department went completely digital.  In 2002 when Schmidt began working at WFRN, the government access channel, they were using antiquated equipment including the same cameras they’d had since the channel began in the early-mid 1980s.  In 2003 a massive blackout and power surge destroyed a sizeable amount of equipment.  The unfortunate event paved the way the Cable Department getting more involved with digital media.

 

Schmidt says that the blackout was probably the most challenging thing he’s had to deal with in his service with the city.  “We have things that run 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year.  A lot of that system went down.  But we had things up and running in a couple days.”

 

From home Schmidt frequently checks the cable channel to make sure programming comes through properly.  “If the screen is black it means the signal is still being sent and I need to come back to the office to see what’s wrong.  A blue screen means something is wrong at the cable company’s end.”

 

The cable companies are the ones who established public access, educational access and governmental access channels for communities like Ferndale when they began in the 80s.  Cable companies pay fees to use “right of ways” (streets, utilities etc) while operating in a city, and the fees are then used to pay for the Cable Department’s expenses.
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Schmidt has been the director and sole employee for about a year and has spent much of his time helping Ferndale make the digital transition.  He also has the fun job of going to Ferndale events like the Ice Festival and Zombie Crawl to get footage of the festivities.  “I love what I do,” says Schmidt.  “It’s my area of interest.  Local community programming is an important aspect of the city.  It’s nice people can tune in to find out what’s going on.

 

‘Over the years it’s funn the places I’ve seen stuff I’ve done.  The other day a commercial came on with some of my Dream Cruise footage in it.  And Fox 2 News used the same graphic and the same music.  I’m surprised how much has ended up on You Tube.  I think it’s great!  I don’t do this to have a name.  I try to provide a service for the public.  It’s all good will and good promotion for the city.”  He and wife Marne both live and work in the city of Ferndale.

 

For more information about the Cable Department, check out the City of Ferndale’s website at http://www.ferndale-mi.com/Services/Cable.htm.

American Pop!  
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American Pop!
175 W. Nine Mile Road
Ferndale, MI 48220
(248) 837-9835

Hours:
Tues-Sat 11am-8pm
Sunday 11am-6pm
An open letter to Starbucks

By Jessica Carreras

I think it’s great that you care about HIV/AIDS. I think it’s great that your company donates 5 cents of every sale on World AIDS Day to helping the epidemic in Africa. Heck, I’m amazed that a corporate chain even recognizes or cares about World AIDS Day.

Not so great? Your company’s – and the rest of Product Red participants, for that matter – complete ignorance of the pandemic right here in the United States.

Starbucks is a relatively good company with some really delicious products. I love your commitment to the environment, independent artists and fair trade coffee almost as much as I love your Peppermint Mochas. But every year around World AIDS Day, when I see everyone get excited about your Product Red campaign’s donation to help fight AIDS in Africa, I get angry at you, Starbucks.

You are an American company, started in Seattle, Wash. You value “Global Responsibility” and “helping your neighborhood.” Well, here’s some news for you: The very American neighborhoods where you sell your goods – the ones that gave you your start so that you could build up to the 17,000 stores you run today – are filled with people suffering from HIV/AIDS, too.

You are the largest coffee chain in America, with over 60 percent of your stores located in the U.S., so why not give back to the country that keeps you running?

In Detroit and Washington, D.C., for example, HIV infection rates rival those in some areas of Africa. But does Product Red send funds to help them? Nope – only Africa.

Indeed, Starbucks is not the only company guilty of ignoring AIDS at home while strongly supporting efforts to end the pandemic abroad. My mother has a Product Red iPod and T-shirts. I own Product Red shoes. Red phones, red credit cards, red newspapers.

Product Red isn’t a bad campaign – but it shouldn’t be the only HIV/AIDS services that our citizens and companies, like you, Starbucks, support. If you really want to make a global impact, start at home.

I know I will – by supporting local businesses, which in turn support local HIV/AIDS organizations like AIDS Partnership Michigan and the Michigan AIDS Coalition. 

There are several located right in Ferndale, too. Rosie O’Grady’s is hosting a fundraiser for MAC on Dec. 5, in fact, with live music. Aj’s Music Café hosts similar events all the time – and they sell damn good coffee, too.

Starbucks, I may not ever stop buying your Peppermint Mochas. But customers like myself – who care more about our local communities then having a taste caffeinated beverage – may just choose somewhere close to home next time.

Or, you can choose to support important causes – globally and locally.

Environmentally Holiday? 

Friday, December 11, 2009 by Dave Hurst 

Earlier this week I went to a "Greening Your Holiday" workshop put on by the Sierra Club and Berkley's Environmental Advisory Committee.  I got some interesting tidbits from it, some of which wasn't necessarily new information, but I needed reminding of.  Here are the highlights:

- Real trees are much more "green" than fake trees

This item has generated more discussion within my household than anything else.  Most fake trees today are made in China (big carbon footprint just for shipping alone) and are petroleum based plastics (more carbon footprint), many have lead in them or lead dust on them, AND there isn't a good program for recycling them.  While most of your live trees often come from a farm nearby (most tree lots here in the Detroit area get trees from mid to western to northern Michigan farms), which helps reduce transportation carbon.  Tree farms are, well, farms.  So, while you are cutting down a tree, it was grown for that purpose, just as a cornstalk was grown for the purpose of cutting it down eventually.  Additionally, live trees filter CO2 while they grow, and they can be composted.  Here's an interesting article about the issue:
http://www.livescience.com/environment/091210-christmas-tree-green.html
Here's another:
http://www.sierraclubgreenhome.com/featured/oh-christmas-tree-oh-christmas-tree%E2%80%A6/

My wife and I were speculating on how long you have to keep a fake tree to make up for its carbon footprint.  The first link appears to plan on keeping a tree for only 3 years - this seems short to me, but perhaps that's as long as they last these days.  We have a fake tree.  I inherited it from my Great Aunts Marion and Letha, and my dad believes it is from the 1960s (it sure looks like it - there is no mistaking that this is a fake - and a bad fake at that).  So, I suspect that it's made up for its carbon footprint.  But I'm sure this debate will rage on in my household as our poor little tree continues to look worse and worse and we contemplate replacing it.


- New LED Xmas lights cut energy consumption dramatically

We recently picked up a couple strings of the LED lights, although they are still dramatically more expensive than the traditional minibulb lights.  I spent about $19 (on sale) for two strings totaling 110 lights.  This compares to a string of minibulb lights that I picked up at the same time that cost $2 (on sale) with 100 lights.  Yeah, the LED lights use less energy, but even if you figure the traditional minibulb lights use about 50 watts compared to about 0.5 watt (or less) for the LED, that would require me to keep them lit constantly for years to make up for the additional cost.

Some conversions and math:  (DTE Energy residential costs: 6.49 cents/kWh = 6.49c/3600 Watts) (50 Watts = .01389 kWh) so...  50 Watts costs nine hundredths of a cent/hour (0.01389kWh * 6.49 cents = 0.09 cents), which means I'd have to light them for about 18,888 hours to make up for the $17 additional cost (cost of string 1700 cents/0.09 cents for energy per hour).

Considering we only burn them for about 4 to 5 hours (let's be generous and say 6 hours) per night, that means I'll have to use these for 3,148 nights to make up the cost.  Or energy costs will have to skyrocket.

Ok, so these are an entirely "environmental" choice and not an economic choice at this point. Let's just leave it at that for now.

- Tips for how to eat local - the 100 mile challenge (eat an entire meal of foods from within 100 mile radius)

Basically, my wife was most interested in where to find meat that is locally produced, and purportedly, the local farmer's market has local meat.  We've bought Kowalski Meats, but we are still not sure whether they are actually Michigan meats or just packed in MI.  Boarshead is another meat that could be from Michigan, but that's often a crap shoot, since they have plants all over the US.  There are a few other brand names as well, but we'll be checking out the farmer's market for other meats that we use on a regular basis (chicken, ground beef, ground turkey, pork chops, etc.).

- Tips for how to make your own wrapping materials (some paper, some not)

My family has often talked about dumping wrapping paper in favor of wrapping fabric, fabric bags, or something of that ilk, but inevitably we've failed with the exception of a few pieces of fabric.  Or we give it away on wrapped gifts and don't get it replaced.  One of the thoughts that came out of the workshop though was to buy old curtains and baskets to make a nifty little designed gift package, rather than just traditional wrapping.  We also did colorful paint stamps on newspaper to make your own wrapping paper designs at the workshop.  This was something that... um...  well, it sort of screamed "hippie" to me.  And I'm pretty sure my wife thought my newspaper-stamped-wrapping paper was trash.  Oh well, it was fun to make even if it's not something I'm likely to use.

After all this we had several casual discussions during the workshop about some of the things that others do to "green" their holidays.  This was fun to learn what others are doing:
- No big box stores - only local shopping.  Supports the local economy.  Often much lower carbon footprint.  Often much more unique gifts.  But it also likely means no Playstation3 for Christmas.... ;)
- Only homemade presents - one couple bought themselves a home-remodel this year, so for Christmas they are "shopping" at home in order to create new gifts and not spend more money they don't have.  They are trying to find stuff to give to each other that can be easily made from stuff at home.  Interesting thought.  I think this would be fun for a few gifts, but I love finding fun gifts for loved ones that I likely don't have in my basement.  Plus, I just don't have the crafty talents to make good gifts (again, no Playstation3, either).
- Regifting - because as a culture we have so much stuff that is only used periodically at best (or never), many felt that we need to get over our disdain for regifting.  I have a mixed feeling on this.  I think that regifting is fine in concept (isn't that just basically how "vintage" succeeds anyway??)  But often regifting is thought of as unloading your crap or unwanted stuff on others, rather than thoughtful regifting.  One person at the workshop mentioned that they regift books, which I think is brilliant, and my Mom and I have done this in the past. 

So, how green are your holidays?  What other green tips did I miss? 
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Mark's Crime Tips
[image: image8.png]


  

Happy Holiday to Everyone and a Happy and Prosperous New Year To All!!!

1. If you are leaving town or even going out with friends, DON"T PUT IT ON THE WEB Or GIVE TIMES AND DATES OUT!  Not only are you telling your friends but also EVERYONE who can access your Twitter, Face Book or blog that you are on. Using your personal stats, it's not hard to find addresses on Zaba Search . This really makes it easy for the bad guy to be sure when you're not there.

2. When shopping make sure no one can take a pic with their cell phone of your credit or debit card. Also always make sure you read the name on the card you get back to be sure its yours and not switched for a different card from the same Bank.

3. Always shut off the lights to a real Christmas Tree when you leave the house to help prevent fires. It is a good idea to shut the lights off on fake trees too when you leave the house.

Of course a monitored alarm system with our smoke detector, will notify our Central Station and summon the Fire Department. An added benefit is a 5% to 20% savings on home owners insurance.

Thank You,

Mark Hill " The Alert  Alarm Guy"
Cell 586.718.4157
Direct 248.288.3583
hm E-mail va93ts@hotmail
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POLICE REPORT  - 
The following are messages from the Ferndale Police Department to media contacts unless otherwise noted.  For more information on any of these cases contact The Ferndale Police Department at 248-541-3650. 



Dec. 11, 2009 From Rep. Sander Levin's Office:

 

$1.025 Million for Oakland County’s CLEMIS Included in Consolidated Appropriations Bill: Funding will be used to upgrade biometric technology that helps officers solve crimes 
 

(Washington, D.C.)  – The House of Representatives approved $1.025 million for Oakland County's Courts and Law Enforcement Management Information System (CLEMIS) yesterday.  The funding is part of the Consolidated Appropriations bill, a measure which combines 6 of the 12 annual funding bills, that the House passed by a vote of 221 to 202.  The project funding, which will purchase new biometric identification technology, was requested by Reps Levin, Peters, and Rogers, as well as Senators Levin and Stabenow.

 

“Putting these tools in the hands of our officers improves our ability to identify and arrest offenders,” said Joe Sullivan, Director of CLEMIS.  “Evidence collected can be shared across agencies to ensure that officers are aware of every lead when trying to solve a crime.”

 

 “The Justice Department reports that 40% of crime scenes contain palm print evidence,” said Rep. Levin.  “The new technology that this funding will purchase for CLEMIS will allow law enforcement officials to collect and share this evidence, effectively solving more crimes.” 

 

“This investment will help make Oakland County safer by facilitating communication and information sharing between hundreds of law enforcement agencies across Southeast Michigan,” said Rep. Peters.  “In particular, these funds will streamline officer communication, enhance criminal identification and bring more criminals to justice.  Public safety budgets have been particularly strained in recent years and we must continue to work together to secure targeted criminal justice investments such as these.”

 

The funding will be used to upgrade the CLEMIS palm print system, streamline the LiveID application to over 3,500 patrol vehicles in the field, and purchase 62 portable biometric identification devices.  CLEMIS promotes communication and sharing of criminal justice information by serving as a technical link among the multiple law enforcement agencies of Oakland County.  
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09-3633 – BANK ROBBERY
Charter One Bank located on Woodward in Ferndale was robbed at on December 2, 2009 at approx. 10:20 a.m. 

The same bank was robbed on October 7th by the same person. 

During both robberies, the crook implied having a gun, but no weapon was seen. 

On the latter incident, the man walked into the bank, approached a teller and told her to open the cash drawer. He displayed a note that demanded money. 

After getting about $1000 dollars, the suspect left the bank. 

 

SUSPECT DESCRIPTION: 

Black male, short and thin, short black hair. He has very crooked yellow teeth and bad breath. The whites of his eyes are yellow. He looks and smells dirty. He was wearing a black hooded Carhardt type of jacket. 

 

09-3199 – PARK SHOOTING
 
Stephan Alexander Thurman was arrested and arraigned on Dec. 3rd on charges of Felonious Assault and Felony Firearm. He was arraigned by Magistrate Mead who set bond at $250,000. 

Ferndale Detective Thull and Simpson interviewed several witnesses and used a photo line-up in their investigation. As a result of the information gathered, the Oakland County Prosecutor’s office authorized a warrant request. Police checked the Royal Oak home of the suspect, but he was not there. Police left messages for Thurman to turn himself in. Word reached the suspect, and he surrendered at the Royal Oak Police Department. 



Nov 19, 2009

NOTICE FROM THE OAKLAND COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE

Beginning Jan 1, 2010 the daily room rate at Oakland County Jail will raise from $99.64 per day to $105.26.  So don't go to jail.



 

Wed, November 25, 2009 8:38:48 AM

 

The bad news is there is no information for dramatic new articles. The good news is, people are not being victimized by crime and catastrophes which are down and there is no bad news to report!

 

Have a good Holiday Weekend!

 

Mon, November 23, 2009 8:19:50 AM

 

Nothing earth shattering over the weekend

 
 
 
 
Thu, November 19, 2009 8:59:13 AM

Not a huge story, but the biggest we have recently since the cops are keeping the bad guys in check. 

 

 

SUSPECT: BRADIC, Milija Mitch, w/m, 59, Detroit resident. 

 

On 11/18/09 Ferndale Police arrested Bradic for the second time in three days – both times he was arrested for stealing from cars. 

Yesterday at about 9:50 a.m. officers responded to the 2000  Block of Hilton on report of a larceny from auto. Upon arrival, the officer observed the accused thief begging his victim not to press charges, and offering to return money he stole from the car. 

According to a woman witness, she first observed the suspect attempt to open a locked door of a business. After the door did not open, she observed the thief open the door of a 1987 Mercedes that belonged to one of her co-workers. She notified the co-worker, and he went to investigate. The car owner went outside and caught Bradic inside of the Mercedes, stealing money. 

 

On 11/15/09, Ferndale police had a report of Bradic entering several cars. Police responded and determined that Bradic broke into several cars, and had stolen property from different cars. He was arrested, charged, then bonded out. 

 

Thank you for reading this issue of The Ferndale 115 News.  Go to ww.ferndale115.com for more information about this online newspaper.
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Lenny's copy center was founded in October of 2003 by Bob & Mary Lenaway. They are a family run business committed to giving you a warm welcome, a wide variety of products, fair prices, and old fashioned friendly service.


They offer so many things it's hard to believe they can fit everything in one cozy store. Office Supplies, Printing, Engraving, Rubber Stamps, Laminating, Gift Items, Personalized Tee Shirts, Legal Forms, Desktop publishing, Notary Service, Faxing, Imprinted Merchandise, Printers, Business Machines, Tee Shirt Making Supplies, oh and don't forget about the COPIES!


2103 Hilton


(248) 544-6313


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lennyscopycenter.com/" �www.�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lennyscopycenter.com/" �lennys��� HYPERLINK "http://www.lennyscopycenter.com/" �copycenter.com�














� HYPERLINK "http://www.allurekouture.com" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/allureKouture.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ������ALLURE KOUTURE�224 W 9 Mile Rd 


Ladies & Men's Shoes & Accessories "We have the Shoe Fit For You!"  Also showcasing fine fashions.


248-336-0700�info@allurekouture.com�� HYPERLINK "http://www.allurekouture.com/" �www.allurekouture.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.allurekouture.com/" �Sun/Mon: By Appt ��� HYPERLINK "http://www.allurekouture.com/" �Tue/Wed:11am-7 ��� HYPERLINK "http://www.allurekouture.com/" �Thur/Fri/Sat:11-9�
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Mon-Sat�8am-8pm��Sunday�8am-6pm
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Mother Fletchers �234 W 9 Mile Rd�Ferndale, MI 48220-1794�(248) 398-4816��Mens and womens vintage clothing and accessories spanning all decades.


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/motherxfletchers.JPG" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���








Support Ferndale businesses!���� HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ferndale-MI/AJs-Music-Cafe/82327570761" \l "/pages/Ferndale-MI/AJs-Music-Cafe/82327570761" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/AJSlogosmall.JPG" \* MERGEFORMATINET ������AJS Music Cafe�240 W 9 Mile Road�Ferndale, MI 48220
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C! Tech Solutions - Your small business and home computer repair, service, support, and consulting specialists. We are a proud member of the Ferndale community, and provide service the northern Metro Detroit area.  You can reach us by web, by phone at 586.995.0509, or by Twitter as @ctechsinc.  Why Settle For a Geek When You Can Hire a Pro?








� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.bravenet.com/common/images/smilies/fenderstrat.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����2010 Ferndale Blues Festival�is coming Jan 29- Feb 6!��Sponsorships now available.  Money raised goes to help Ferndale Youth Assistance and Michigan AIDS Coalition.  For information on how to be part of this great event go to:��� HYPERLINK "http://www.bluesfestival.org" �www.ferndale�� HYPERLINK "http://www.bluesfestival.org" �blues�� HYPERLINK "http://www.bluesfestival.org" �festival�� HYPERLINK "http://www.bluesfestival.org" �.org�








� HYPERLINK "http://www.paramountbank.com" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/Paramount.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ������PARAMOUNT BANK�John D. McQuiggin�Assistant Vice President�Branch Manager��22635 Woodward Ave.�Ferndale, MI 48220��(248) 414-6500�fax (248) 414-6580� �jmcquiggin@�paramountbank.com





Modern Tax & Accounting Services


 


Robert B. Babut - Accountant/Owner


445 W. Woodruff Avenue


Hazel Park, MI 48030-3226


Phone - (248) 544-2002


Fax - (248) 399-7827


email - � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@moderntaxservice.com" �info@�


� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@moderntaxservice.com" �moderntaxservice�


� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@moderntaxservice.com" �.com�
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale%20historicalsociety.org" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/historicalxsocietyxlogo.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET �����The Ferndale Historical Society is asking for memberships for the year 2010.  Individual membership is only $10.  Family memberships are $25 and Lifetime Memberships are $100.  Please MAIL payment along with your name and mailing address to The Ferndale Historical Society 1651 Livernois, Ferndale, MI 48220.  Your membership helps support the Ferndale Historical Museum and will provide you with copies of their wonderful newsletter The Crow's Nest.  Go to� HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale%20historicalsociety.org" � www.ferndale historicalsociety.org� for more info.








Now Open�� HYPERLINK "http://www.chazzanocoffee.com" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/Chazzano.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ������Chazzano Cafe Ebraica�1737 E 9 Mile Road��� HYPERLINK "http://www.chazzanocoffee.com" �www.��� HYPERLINK "http://www.chazzanocoffee.com" �chazzanocoffee��� HYPERLINK "http://www.chazzanocoffee.com" �.com����Now open Monday Through Friday 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.�Saturdays 7pm to midnight�Sundays 9 a.m. to 4pm���Good Coffee Makes You Singtm�248-691-4256
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The Candle Wick Shop�1-248-547-2987�195 W 9 Mile Rd Suite 1B�Ferndale, MI 48220


Hours: Mon - Sat 10 - 8, Sun 12-5


Got a question? Catch us on yahoo IM


� HYPERLINK "mailto:candlewickshoppe@ymail.com" �candlewickshoppe�


� HYPERLINK "mailto:candlewickshoppe@ymail.com" �@ymail.com�
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