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Woman Rescued From Second Storey Window

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
photo courtesy Ferndale Fire Department

[image: image13.png]


 

Early in the morning of Wednesday, Nov. 18, 2009 the Ferndale Fire Department responded to a call on E. Hazelhurst saying that there was a small fire in the closet of a second storey bedroom.  Firefighters arrived to find a 49 year old woman hanging out of the bedroom window.  

According to Fire Chief Schmidt, the home was occupied by a 75 year old woman and her daughter.  They had gone out the evening before and spent the night with friends.  At about five in the morning they returned home.  The mother went upstairs and turned on the closet light.  She left the light on and went downstairs.  When she went back upstairs there was a fire in the closet.  

 

The woman went downstairs to call 911, while the daughter took a pail of water back upstairs to try and put the fire out herself – a move that the Fire Chief called “dangerous.”  The water was not enough to douse the flames, but it was enough to create more smoke and prevent the woman from making her way back down the way she’d came.  So she made her way to the bedroom window and was attempting to climb out when firefighters arrived on the scene.
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Firefighter John Schwall quickly got a ladder, propped it against the house and rescued the woman, who appeared fine at the scene but was taken to a local hospital as a precaution.  Firefighters were unable to make their way through the house with their hose and other equipment because of clutter inside the house, so they went back in through the bedroom window and extinguished the flames.

 

Ultimately there was not much fire damage, but the smoke did permeate much of the upstairs.  “The woman is very lucky,” Schmidt said.  “Fire and smoke can spread quickly, and people can get trapped before they know it. We have two fire stations and can get to any location in Ferndale or Pleasant Ridge within a couple of minutes.  People should not try to put out fires like that on their own.”

 

If you see a fire, please call 911.

Raise a Glass to the End of Prohibition and Support Ferndale Goodfellows

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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Last year's celebration at Danny's, photo courtesy Larry Mills


On Saturday, December 5, 2009 several Ferndale Bars will be celebrating the anniversary of the End of Prohibition and helping out needy families for the holidays by raising money for the Ferndale Goodfellows.  Goodfellows is an organization that provides food and presents to low income families in Ferndale and Pleasant Ridge.  Their motto is “No Child Without a Christmas,” and each year city employees, including Police and Fire personnel, collect food, presents and cash to help out the families that are struggling to meet their basic needs.

 

Last year seven area bars and a dozen volunteers raised over $2,500 for Goodfellows.  This year is expected to be even bigger with many venues for drink-loving patrons to enjoy.  From 1920 to 1933 alcoholic beverages were outlawed in The United States, and many illegal businesses began in the wake.  On December 5, 1933 President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the 21st amendment which ended prohibition and made alcohol legal in the United States.  
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According to event organizers, remembering prohibition is important because of the lessons learned from our nation’s history.  “During prohibition, illegal liquor was in high demand, expensive and making criminals rich and powerful.  Police officers and the FBI were investing much time and money fighting a loosing battle,” said Larry Mills in a press release for the event.  “Legalizing and taxing liquor offered better control and lawful jobs.  During the Depression, President Roosevelt tried to help solve economic problems by raising money for the Federal government from alcoholic taxes and tariffs.”

 

This year marks the 76th anniversary of Prohibition’s repeal.  Firefly Sweet Tea Flavored Vodka is the main sponsor of the celebration, and participating clubs and restaurants include:

 

Buffalo Wild Wings

Danny’s Irish Pub

Dino’s

Ferndale Elks Club (members and guests only)

Gracie’s Underground

Howe’s Bayou

New Way Bar

Post Bar

Sneakers

Tony’s Sports Bar.

 

All evening long donations will be collected through “passing the moonshine jug” raffles and possible cover charges at the venues.  In order to reminisce about the past, employees from each venue and patrons are encouraged to dress in their best 1930s attire.   Flapper dresses and gangster suits will blend well with the 1930s décor that many of the locations will be adopting for the evening.  

Ferndale Goodfellows is accepting donations and applications for assistance through December 15, 2009.   They will also be doing their annual newspaper sale on December 11, 2009, where they will stand in busy intersections and peddle papers in exchange for donations all morning long.   Contact The Ferndale Fire Department at (248) 546-2510 for more information about applying for assistance or donating.
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 Last year's celebration, photo courtesy Larry Mills

December 5, 2009 is also the night of a triple-band fundraiser for Michigan AIDS Coalition at Rosie O’Grady’s.  For a suggested donation of $5 or more, patrons will be able to enjoy the music of Jaye Thomas and Rogue Satellites, Murrow’s Boys, and Chrome Folk BBQ, along with the emceeing skills of Ferndale Mayor Craig Covey.  That event begins at 9pm.
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December 12th is Ice Festival

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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Warm-hearted cookies meet with chilly carved-ice characters for Ferndale’s Seventh Annual Ice Festival taking place from 8:30am- 9pm throughout the downtown area on Saturday December 12, 2009.

 

This festive day kicks off with The Ferndale Rotary Pancake Breakfast at Blumz by JR Designs from 8:30am – 11:30 am.  Santa Claus will be at Schiffer Park from 10-11am and from 2-4pm for photos.  There will be live reindeer from 10am-2pm.  And from 11am to 5pm there will be hayrides from Schiffer Park.

 

Lunch with Santa will be held at Buffalo Wild Wings from 11:30-2pm, at a cost of $6 per child and $10 per adult.  From 1-4pm there will be a video game challenge at The Loving Touch, and from 6pm-midnight people are welcome to ride the free 5 city-trolley that runs to shopping locations along the Woodward Avenue area.  

 

All day long there will be ice sculptures along 9 Mile and Woodward Ave, and world-renowned ice sculptor Tajana Raukar of Plymouth will be giving ice-sculpting demonstrations.  This year’s theme is that of characters – with over 40 pop culture-inspired ice creations waiting outside of downtown stores.  New this year to the ice fest is the chilly ice jungle that will be carved at the new pedestrian walkway at Woodward and E. 9 Mile.  

 

There will also be kids’ karaoke at Rosie O’Grady’s, strolling musicians and a performance by The Great Lakes Pride Band.

 

Another tradition of the Ice Festival is the Warm –Hearted Cookie Challenge, organized by Sharon Chess of Chess Roofing.  All day long delicious cookies will be available at various downtown stores, with the proceeds benefiting local charities.  This year three stores have paired up with Fern Care, the upcoming free health clinic:  Strawberry Moon, State of the Art Framing and Just 4 Us.  Others involved include Elegance by Design, Boston Tea Room, Peace Action Michigan, The David Michael Smith Memorial Fund, Ferndale Seniors and more!

 

In 2008 the Warm-Hearted Cookie Challenge raised over $1,200 for charities, with the winning sales going to Affirmations Community Center.  Their Shorty Shortbread Cookies were crowed Ferndale’s Favorite for 2008.  (see recipe below, courtesy Ferndale DDA (http://www.downtownferndale.com/DDA/HIF_links.asp).  More information can be found at www.downtownferndale.com.

 

The DDA is also seeking volunteers to help with Ice Festival activities, including helping children buy presents for family members at the Ferndale version of Santa’s Secret Shop, i.e. Dollar Castle.  They also need volunteers to help the children wrap presents.  If you are interested in volunteering contact Sharon Chess at Sharon@sharonchess.com.
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Shorty Shortbread Cookies

1 Pound Unsalted Butter
1 Cup White Sugar
5 Cups All-purpose Flour
1 Package Semi-sweet Chocolate Morsels, or Chocolate of Choice

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.

Cream butter and sugar with mixer. 

 Add flour slowly and mix with a wooden spoon. 

 Once all the flour is added, thoroughly mix with hands.  

Line a jelly roll pan with parchment or waxed paper and press shortbread mix evenly into pan.  Use fork to completely pierce holes all over pressed mix. 

Bake for 10 minutes.  Reduce the heat to 300 and continue to bake for 40 minutes more.  Remove from oven and let set for 2 minutes.  Cut into finger size bars.  Cool thoroughly in pan.

Once completely baked, remove from pan.

Chocolate Coating:

Melt chocolate. Dip underside of the cookie in chocolate and place on waxed paper to cool.  Drizzle remaining chocolate in a spiral on the tops of cooled dipped cookies, if desired.  

Vonage Customers May Be Entitled to Refund Under Settlement with the State

By, Ernest A. Truant

 

               LANSING - Attorney General Mike Cox today announced a multi-million dollar, 32 state settlement with Internet phone service giant Vonage, requiring the Delaware corporation to offer refunds to eligible Michigan customers, make significant changes to its marketing practices and honor consumer cancellation requests.
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Filed Nov 18, 2009, in Ingham County Circuit Court, the settlement addresses customer complaints about the difficulty or inability to cancel their Vonage service.  The company formerly paid incentives to customer service representatives for retaining or "saving" customers in lieu of cancellation when consumers called to terminate their service.  As a result, consumers reported that cancellation was extremely difficult and sometimes impossible.  The agreement puts strict limitations on this practice and requires recording and verification of these telephone calls.

 

The settlement also addresses additional marketing practices which have led to consumer confusion about the costs associated with Vonage equipment and service.  Specifically, Vonage will be forced to revise its disclosures regarding the offer of "free" services, money-back guarantees and trial periods.

 

 "Business practices like these are unfair to Michigan families," said Cox.  "When a business solicits new customers with advertisements offering a 'free trial period' or 'money back guarantee' they have an obligation to deliver."
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Current and former Vonage customers across the state are eligible to receive refunds if they were billed after attempting to cancel their service, attempted but failed to qualify for the company's cash-back guarantee or signed up for a free trial without being told there was a minute limitation on their phone usage.

 

The broad restitution plan requires Vonage to make refunds to eligible consumers who filed unresolved complaints with the Attorney General regarding unauthorized charges beginning on January 1, 2004 and extending until March 16, 2010.

 

Attorney General Cox's office led the investigation along with Connecticut, Illinois, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Texas, and Wisconsin.   Other participants in the settlement include Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Florida, Hawaii, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Missouri, Montana, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Vermont, Washington and West Virginia.  In addition to the customer refunds, Vonage has agreed to reimburse taxpayers in these states a combined $3 million.

 

Michigan consumers who wish to file a complaint may do so on-line at http://www.michigan.gov/ag or by writing to the Consumer Protection Division, P.O. Box 30213, Lansing, MI  48909.

 

Complete terms of the settlement agreement ("Assurance of Discontinuance") are available on the Attorney General's website;  http://www.michigan.gov/ag.

Coffee with Ellen Cogen Lipton

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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Ellen Cogen Lipton, the State Representative from the 27th District, held a Coffee Hour at AJs Music Café on November 23, 2009 to meet with residents who had questions about various topics.  Lipton represents residents in Ferndale, Berkley, Hazel Park, Huntington Woods, Pleasant Ridge and part of Oak Park.  Since taking office earlier this year, Lipton has been busily working on the Energy and Technology, Insurance, Judiciary and Tax Policy Committees.  Much of the early-morning discussion focused on the State Budget, with Ferndale resident Sherry Wells inquiring about education funding.

 

In particular, Wells wanted to know about the Promise Grant, which was started in 2007 as a way to provide higher education funding for students.  Public Act 132 of 2009, approved on Oct 19, 2009, took away all funding for the Promise Grant program.  “The issue with the Promise Grant,” Lipton said. “Is that people wanted to do something unique – out of the box – to catapult education.  I don’t know if they predicted the economic downturn, but the Promise Grant cost $120 million a year.”  It was one of many cuts that Lipton anticipates might upset constituents as the budget gets debated out.

 

Lipton explained that balancing the budget involves a lot of proposals and politicking that makes it hard to form consensus.  One proposal was to change the rates that cable and satellite services are taxed.  Currently cable customers pay 6% tax, while satellite customers only pay 1%.  Lipton explained that when the satellite industry was new they lobbied to have a lower tax rate to help them compete better with the cable companies.  “Now that they’ve been around a while we could raise the rate to bring it in line with cable providers,” Lipton said.  “But that proposal was rejected.  We [Democrats] submitted several proposals like that but we can’t get them to pass.”
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An option that Lipton says would raise revenue would be to institute a tax on services.  Currently 33 other states tax services.  She said that if the State were to lower the sales tax to 5.75% as well as begin taxing services, it would generate $1.6 billion dollars in new taxes.  The Michigan Constitution currently limits sales tax to 6%, but does not restrict lawmakers from instituting a “use” tax.  Lipton says this is one of the many possibilities that are being tossed around the House.  “I don’t know what the right answer is, but if you’re going to do a service tax then you better be aware of the numbers.”  She said that states with use or service taxes do not tax the “learned professions,” such as legal, medical, and accounting, and that most do not tax nonprofits or business to business services.

 

On top of those common restrictions, Lipton says that other State Reps have discussed exemptions they would want for their own constituents.  She claims that Mike Bishop, who represents the Auburn Hills area, wants ticket sales not to be taxed.  And that Andy Dillon would like golf courses to be exempt.

 

“It seems like for some representatives they are more worried about getting re-elected than about making the hard choices for the long-term growth of the state,” Lipton said.  “If things weren’t so horrific it would be an interesting case study in political jockeying.”

 

She also said that although a service tax would be a big step in bringing in income, it may not be the best move politically for representatives.  “I don’t know if people will vote to raise use taxes because they don’t want to go back to their districts and loose their seats for raising taxes.  People need to stop looking at is as if it is “their” seat.  They need to do what’s right.”

 

Another issue brought up by residents was that of tax breaks, and how to draw new businesses and jobs to Michigan.  Lipton said that she has read several studies that look at what attracts businesses to a state, and found that tax breaks weren’t a very big factor.  She pointed out that Pfizer left Michigan to go to New Jersey, which is in the top five for high tax burdens.  “What do businesses look for when moving to our state?  They look for education of the workforce, infrastructure, quality of life, workforce preparedness and availability of capital,” Lipton said.  “Businesses know they have to pay taxes.  And people have to understand that a tax break is just like expenditure.  You have to make sure that the mathematics work out.”  

 

She also said that building up a stable economy “doesn’t happen overnight.”  She talked about Alabama, and how they went from the state with the least amount of education funding to the fourth, while Michigan is now 44th.  “Alabama was a dying steel state that was destined for oblivion.  Their notion was that if they build medical facilities and schools we can draw people there.  In the mid 70s they recruited medical professionals from around the country.  It’s a much different place.  They have a lot of technology and a diverse economy.  But it took about 30 years to build back up.”

 

Lipton, a Huntington Woods resident, often holds coffee hours and other events to give residents a chance to meet her in person and express their concerns.  For more information on her, the committees she serves on, the budget process and more go to:  http://027.housedems.com.


“Man Cave” Catches Fire, Flames Spread to Neighbors’ Garages

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

At 8:53pm on November 15, 2009 Ferndale Firefighters were called out to the north end of Mc Dowell Street in response to a garage fire that had spread to two neighboring garages as well. According to Fire Chief Roger Schmidt, the resident had been using a 10x20 shed as a garage and a “man cave,” complete with a TV and a wood burning stove.  The stove had been improperly installed and was too close to the wall of the wooden structure.  

 

The occupant had spent the evening relaxing in the garage and went in for the night, thinking that the fire in the stove was out.  The structure was “fully involved” by the time firefighters arrived, but they were able to prevent the loss of two other structures that received damage from the heat and flames.

 

Power lines going to a neighbor’s home had to be replaced, and a pine tree was severely damaged by the incident.  Because the fire was not intentional, there are no charges to be filed in the case, but neighbors are going to have to file homeowners’ insurance claims to recover their damages.  Schmidt urges people to take the time and money to have stoves and furnaces professionally installed to avoid fire and that damages that come along with it.
Driver Flips Truck on Oxford Street

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

On Wednesday, November 18, 2009 at approximately 1:20pm a Ferndale man driving on Oxford Street in Pleasant Ridge hit a parked car, causing his compact pickup truck to roll over, trapping him inside.

 

Neighbors called 911, and the Ferndale Fire Department, which provides services to residents in Pleasant Ridge, arrived at the scene.

 

“They had to cut the top of the truck right off to get the man out,” said Fire Chief Roger Schmidt.  The man, an unidentified Ferndale resident, was taken to the hospital.  The man was not sure what had caused the accident, and firefighters had a hard time communicating with the man because he was deaf, and also very shaken up.  Though there did not appear to be any serious injuries, the man was taken to the hospital to be examined.
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photo courtesy Ferndale Fire Department
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Hungry Howie's Pizza
419 W. 9 Mile Road
(248) 546-0643

Mon-Thurs 11am-11pm
Fri-Sat 11am-1am
Sun 12pm-11pm

Hungry Howie’s is the Original Flavored Crust Pizza™. With 8 great Flavored Crust™ pizzas and a wide selection of toppings, we have a pizza to please almost anyone. In addition to our mouth watering Original Flavored Crust Pizza™, we have plenty of other menu items like Howie Bread, Howie Wings, Oven Baked Subs, Crisp & Cool Salads, and more. Call us today, We’ll make it FAST, We’ll make it FRESH, and We’ll make it just FOR YOU!

Laminate Art Opening Accents House of Chants

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

Zip ties and laminated plastic pieces make the darndest things.  
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That’s what local artist/actress/writer/techno DJ and opera writer Mere Costello has discovered through her evolving work in laminate art.  At a late night opening at fashion clothing and accessory store House of Chants on November 21st the young, beautiful and talented artist displayed various pieces with the plastic theme she calls “laminate art.”

 

The exhibit shows Costello’s evolution from simple pictures protected in clear sticky plastic, to complex wall art and high fashion dresses spiked with the long plastic ties that most people use to bundle together cables.  As people filtered in and out of the funky Nine Mile shop for the opening, Costello explained the various pieces.  “I started out making flat blankets that were pictures connected with different things.  I used fishwire for a while, but it didn’t hold well.  So I started connecting with cable ties and made this kind of funky blanket.  And I thought, what if I made this into clothes?”  

 

And so began the quest to push laminate art as far as she could. She found that by connecting smaller pieces of plastic together she could get a lot of flexibility from the material, but that by using larger pieces she could create dramatic curves and visual effects.
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Along with the eye-catching outfits and interesting wall art, Costello has created a techno opera, performed on a stage lit from below to show off the contours of the futuristic designs.  She is also in the middle of a film project that she calls “a female version of spinal tap.”    As these projects come together there will be more information on her website www.marecostello.com.  From now until the end of February, Costello’s work will be on display at House of Chants.  

 

Linda Robbins, owner of House of Chants, said that the store doesn’t normally hold openings like this, but that it brought in more business than expected.  “I thought it was a really great response and a nice mix of people,” Robbins said.  “I looked around and the place was packed.  It’s always good to have positive energy like that.”

 

Her favorite piece is one called “Optimism,” a collection of black triangles connected with black ties that jut out like some kind of plastic exploding star.  It accents the front display window, centered between mannequins wearing cozy fall fashions.   Other pieces are mixed through out the store, including techno blankets on the walls and a giant eyeball photo cube suspended from the ceiling.
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Parts of the opening were filmed for an upcoming Mare Costello production.  The event also marked the 15th Anniversary of House of Chants in Ferndale, and it was part of a three-store celebration.  American Pop! exhibited Wyll Lewis’s salvage art and had a special appearance by Wolfman Mac, while Candlewick Shoppe and Boston Tea Room held psychic readings and offered coffee, tea and art.  

For more information on Costello’s work go to www.marecostello.com.  Her work will be on display at House of Chants through February.  House of Chants is located at 210 W. 9 Mile.  More information can be found at www.houseofchants.com.
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Recycling 101 Workshop

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

There are many misconceptions about recycling in Ferndale.  Some people put more work into it than they should, while others in the city simply don’t bother.  The Recycling 101 Workshop at the Kulick Center on Nov. 19th introduced residents to the many benefits and methods of recycling, including the cost to taxpayers.
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One benefit of recycling is that the City actually earns money every time residents choose recycling over throwing away trash.  According to Shaun Slocum, Parks & Forestry Supervisor at the Department of Public Works (DPW), it costs the City $25.49 per ton to dispose of regular trash, but that recycling earns the City about $30 per ton.  SOCRRA is the Southeast Oakland County Resource Recovery Authority, a collaborative effort of twelve communities to recycle and earn money for member communities.  Each year the cities receive about $860,000 back in rebates for the items they’ve recycled.

 

Ferndale, Hazel Park, Oak Park, Pleasant Ridge, Royal Oak and other member communities all have the same recycling practices, and SOCRRA holds workshops throughout the area to inform residents of how to recycle properly.

 

To begin with, residents need a recycling bin, available at the DPW office at 521 E. Cambourne.  The bins cost $10, and on trash day a special truck comes around that empties the recycling bins.  Basic recycling is easy.  Paper products must be separate from the other recyclable plastic and metal.  Paper can go inside of a paper bag or cardboard box so that it can easily be tossed into its own compartment on the truck.  Everything else gets thrown together and sorted at the recycling facility.

 

There is some confusion however on what items can be recycled in the bins, what must be taken to the recycling center or otherwise disposed of properly, and what can go in the regular trash.  Kathy Hyde of SOCRRA explained what items must go where.

 

RECYCLE IN BINS

            ●ALL plastic containers, regardless of the type or code on the bottom

            ●Batteries – must be in sealed plastic bag

            ●Any kind of metal, including old metal hangers.

            ●Large metal items such at grills, bikes, lawnmowers, water heaters etc can be placed on the curb next to the recycling bin.  

            ●Paper (including mail, newspapers, magazines, catalogues etc)

            ●Cardboard (flatten boxes and either bundle with twine or put inside a larger box)

            ●Food containers (metal cans, food and beverage boxes, milk and juice cartons, paper cups etc)

            ●Glass bottles and jars

 

TRASH

            ●Styrofoam

            ●Cereal bags and other waxy types of food packaging

            ●Candy wrappers

            ●Ceramic cups and other ceramic items

            ●Regular light bulbs

            ●Paper towel, tissue or napkins

            ●Foam egg containers

 

SPECIAL DISPOSAL ITEMS (Drop off at the Transfer Station in Troy, unless otherwise noted) 

            ●Shoes, blankets, rags and other fabric items can be dropped off at the main recycling facility or donated if in good shape

            ●CDs, video tapes, and electronic items can be dropped off

            ●Auto batteries can be dropped off

            ●Medicines can be dropped off, or they can be donated to Fern Care (www.ferncare.org) to be either re-used overseas or properly disposed of.  Both places can take medicine that is good or expired.

            ●Medical equipment (functional or not) can be donated to FernCare.

●Compact fluorescent light bulbs (drop off)
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●Aerosol cans, bug spray, dyes, cleaning products, smoke detectors, syringes, glues, paint (latex paint can be dried and thrown in trash but the rest should be brought in for proper disposal)

●UNACCEPTABLE FOR DROP OFF OR TRASH: waste generate by a business or industry, radioactive materials, or explosives.  

●There are also limits on the amount of waste you can take to the center at one time, such as no more than 20 gallons of any material, or more than 80lbs of electronics

●YARD WASTE – Yard waste is accepted at the curb from April 4-December 20, and must be in lawn bags or containers marked “yard waste.”  From Dec 21-April 3, people can bring their yard waste to the Transfer Station at 991 Coolidge Highway in Troy, including Christmas trees.

 

Pam Bellevar spoke about the importance of pre-cycling, or making good decisions about what products to purchase.  She said that buying items with clear or white packaging are worth more because they are easier to recycle.  She also said that water bottles are made from petroleum, making them valuable.  But she noted that only 23% of them get recycled.

 

The DPW also has compost available to residents any weekday from 7am-4pm at their offices on E. Cambourne, or in bulk at the city storage yard.  For more information on other DPW services contact them at (248) 546-2514.  For more information on recycling, or to schedule a hazardous waste drop off, call SOCRRA at (248) 288-5150, or check out their website at www.socrra.org.
WORLD AIDS DAY DECEMBER 1ST

Events To Be Held Around The World Tuesday 

By, Ernest A. Truant

 

World AIDS Day is this Tuesday, December 1st, with education, awareness, and advocacy events to be held on every continent around the globe.  Several events in Detroit, Ferndale, and other Michigan cities are taking place that day.

 

A Multicultural World AIDS Day event will be at LA SED Youth Senior Center at 7150

W. Vernor in Detroit beginning at 5:30 pm sponsored by Detroit Latin@z, Al Gamea, Americorps, Michigan Dept. of Community Health, Young Brothers United, and Michigan AIDS Coalition.  The event features a candlelight vigil, free HIV testing, refreshments, and speakers in Spanish, Arabic, and English.

 

“This is a day the whole world pauses to focus on the AIDS pandemic,” said Craig Covey, longtime AIDS educator and MAC Chief Operating Officer.  “Our event features African American, Latino, Arabic, and Caucasian activists and educators working together to fight this scourge,” he added.

 

“Our community is at risk, and we will work as long as it takes to protect our Latino and Hispanic brothers and sisters,” said Reynaldo Magdaleno, founder and co-chair of Detroit Latin@z, a new GLBT Latino organization.

 

Other events in the Metro Region on Tuesday include an ecumenical memorial AIDS service at Zion Lutheran Church on Woodward Ave. just south of downtown Ferndale, a breakfast meeting and gathering at the MAC office in Ferndale, and many other events across the state.



Transgender Day of Remembrance

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

 

FERNDALE - As the names and stories of transgender murder victims cycled on video screens at each end of the room, over a hundred people mourned together in the Metropolitan Community Church of Detroit’s (MCC) 9th Annual Transgender Day of Remembrance Service and Candlelight Vigil on Nov. 20, 2009.  They held hands for an opening prayer given by Rev. Mark Bidwell to remember the people who have died because of transphobia so that “parents, children, spouses, friends and each of us are connected to them – somehow, some way.”

 

This year alone there have been over 118 reported murders of trans people world wide, including Foxy Ivy who was shot in the back of the head in Detroit on May 25.  People listened in silence as the names of over 300 victims from the past 30 years and their tragic stories were read by Jessica Manko and Tina Seitz.  Some of the crimes were so horrific that it brought audience members to tears.

 

Several speakers shed light on the problem of violence and discrimination against trans people.  Michelle Fox-Phillips of Transgender Detroit read a statement from the family of Angie Zapata, who was murdered in 2008.  Earlier this year Zapata’s killer was the first person convicted under a gender identity-inclusive hate crimes statute.  The conviction was a victory for those in the trans community, but also a somber reminder of the work left to be done to protect transpeople from harm.  “Every day and night my mother has to deal with the experience of having to bury a child,” she read. “A part of the family was stolen from us.”
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Brooke Adams, Secretary of the Board for KICK the agency for LGBT African-Americans spoke about her involvement with the planning of this year’s Remembrance event, and how much she had to learn about trans people.  “I learned that trans people face employment discrimination at every step of the process.  …I learned that trans people can be denied healthcare.  …I learned that for trans people something as basic of a human need as going to the bathroom can be a dangerous situation.”  

 

Adams said she was also shocked to learn that a transgender person has a 1 in 12 chance of being murdered, while a non-trans person has a 1 in 18,000 chance.  She spoke about the prosecution in the Zapata case, and about how this year President Obama signed the first Federal Hate Crimes bill that included gender-identity protection.

 

Rev. Rick Beatie of Renaissance Unity Church also read a proclamation by Michigan Governor Jennifer Granholm naming November 20, 2009 Transgender Day of Remembrance in Michigan in honor of the citizens that have lost their lives due to hate crimes. “Transgender Day of Remembrance serves as a way to publicly mourn and recognize more than 300 individuals around the world who, since 1970, lost their lives and might otherwise be forgotten.”  The proclamation goes on to say “Whereas, transgender people, who often are undeservedly maligned and misunderstood, contribute greatly to our state’s rich diversity and prosperity.”  It also recognized the creation of Transgender Michigan by Rachel Crandall in 1997.  

 

The event raised $320 for The Ruth Ellis Center and Truth Fellowship Church, and plaques in remembrance of six Michigan victims were presented to Triangle Foundation, Affirmations and The Ruth Ellis Center.  

Oakridge Street Residents Turn Out to Block Parking Change
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By, Crystal A. Proxmire

As residents from Oakridge Street piled into the City Council Chambers for the November 23, 2009 meeting, many seemed surprised to see so many of their neighbors there.  Some met their neighbors for the first time, while others recognized faces and had to reconnect.  Many had speeches prepared, and the entire room buzzed with wonder that anyone would even consider making such a drastic change to their street, a change that would ultimately impact their daily lives.

A resident on the street had gone to Traffic Control Officer Steven LaRowe to complain that with parking on both sides of the street there were simply too many problems.  According to Michigan code, residents may put in a request for changes in traffic control devices, including parking signs, which will be reviewed by the Ferndale Police Department and passed along to council if appropriate.  In this case the woman’s claim said “I would like to request that the dead end portion of West Oakridge (west of Pinecrest) have street parking restricted to one side of the street only.  Currently with parking on both sides of this street it creates very narrow passage at times, which could limit ability to pass for large emergency vehicles.  It also makes getting in and out of narrow driveways difficult and prone to incident.  Finally it limits vision for drivers or anyone entering the street (like a child from behind a parked car.).”

Chief Kitchen forwarded the request on to council, along with LaRowe’s letter stating that “I would not make a recommendation on this issue and I believe this should be presented to the City council so that they can conduct a public hearing and get input from the residents since they are the ones who would be affected by the change and let the City Council decide as to whether or not parking should be restricted.”

Letters went out informing residents of the proposed change, and their right to be heard publicly about the topic.  Nine residents spoke out against restriction, while many more sat in the audience giving them support.

Doug Stall of 871 W. Oakridge pointed out that the North end of the street faces a dead end, and the fire extinguishers are on the South side of the street, and also that having parking on both sides forces people to slow down.  He said that in 1979 the Homeowners Association had restricted parking signs put up along the street,  but that those are rarely enforced and signs that have come up missing over the years had never been replaced.

Janet Ruszkowski of 815 W. Oakridge worried that limiting parking might force cars to park on leaf piles, raising the risk of fire, and Marsha Walker of 741 W. Oakridge said, “In this day and age we need more parking, not less!”

After many speeches and repeated arguments not one person had come to the podium in support of the parking restriction.  Mayor Craig Covey took an informal poll of the room, asking how many people on Oakridge wanted to restrict parking, and how many wanted it to remain on both sides.  Over a dozen showed support for the status quo, while only two hands went up asking that the city change it’s parking rules on their street.  Councilperson Lennon moved that parking remain the same, and the city leaders unanimously agreed, leaving a room full of frustrated citizens free to leave in peace.  Covey explained that usually traffic changes and similar issues normally require a petition or some larger of a movement before they get presented to council, and that he will be looking into how to resolve resident traffic complaints before they get to the point of a council vote.

The room nearly cleared after the council vote, with many residents reconnecting in the hallways, and a sense of relief that they could drive home and park on whichever side of the street they’d like.

“It didn’t used to be like this,” said John Murner of 839 W. Oakridge.  “Residents have more than enough room in their driveways and yards, but people want to park on the street. …People don’t respect their neighbors.”

But maybe now the knowledge that they all have similar needs will help bring them together to solve the problems on their street – with or without help from the Police Department and City Council.

The Ferndale- Oak Park Border War, 1969
View of The Ferndale Historical Society

Printed with permission from The Crow's Nest Winter 2009
The demarcation line between Ferndale and Oak Park was not always a peaceful place.  Well into the early 20th century part of Hubbard’s March (which extended from near 8 Mile Road to 11 Mile Road) defined much of Ferndale’s Western border.  During rainy seasons the marsh flooded and was often impassable.  For the rest of the year the area was a smoldering peat bog that even into the 1930s emitted smells unforgettable to Ferndale residents.

Once drained in the 1930s as housing subdivisions were built, the marshy bog ceased to be the natural boundary between Ferndale and its immediate western neighbor, Oak Park.  Streets became the new border.  Ferndale incorporated as a village in 1917, then as a city in 1928 and major street construction touching the new border was an immediate project.  Meanwhile Oak Park was in incorporated as a town in 1927, but not as a city with major street building projects until 1947.  Thus were the innocent beginnings of the border conflict.  

Ferndale’s Drayton Avenue (formerly Elmdale) was constructed in the 1920s.  It was 29 feet wide and originally came to a dead end at the Oak Park line.  By the late 1940s, to accommodate new home tracts, Oak Park had built a four-lane road, Oak Park Boulevard, which connected with the narrower Drayton, creating a traffic “funnel” between the two communities that often was a headache or relief to drivers, depending on traffic and which direction they were heading.

The funnel, in 1969, was ultimately the cause of Ferndale residents building what Oak Park residents called the “Berlin Wall.”  Barricades were erected on Drayton, Lewiston, and Earl Blvd – streets which corresponded to Oak Park Blvd, Kenwood, and Breckenridge in Oak Park.  Ferndale’s Mayor Bruce Garbutt, city officials and irate Ferndale residents said that the blockade was the only way to deal with the out-of-control congestion that made Drayton and surrounding routes impassable during busy hours.

Oak Park residents, concerned about safety and convenience, immediately showed up en mass at Ferndale’s City Hall with a petition of 1,860 signatures denouncing the barricade tactics.  They also announced a boycott of Ferndale businesses.  Four Lincoln Junior High School students picketed outside City Hall.  Several street fights and a number of ruined laws from drivers steering around the barricades were reported before a solution was agreed upon by officials of both cities.

Enforcing speed limits and encouraging parking on both sides of Oak Park Blvd. in Oak Park to make it seem more like a two-lane street coinciding with the narrower Drayton in Ferndale, ended the disagreement.  The wall came down.

And peace was restored… at last.

*sources consulted:  Hubbard Marsh: Maurice Cole, Ferndale of Yesteryear, Ferndale Historical Society, 1971:16.  Barricade controversy facts:  “Ferndale Firm Behind Barricades as Oak Park Attacks on 3 Fronts,” Daily Tribune, September 9, 1969: 1-2 [Note: Special thanks to “Charles,” a faithful Museum visitor, for suggesting that research be done on the Ferndale-Oak Park border dissention.]
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Holiday Showplace

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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The holiday spirit was alive and well at the Kulick Community Center on November 21, 2009 as local crafters and vendors gathered around for the annual Holiday Showplace.  This Ferndale tradition, much loved by the Ferndale Seniors, marks the officially beginning of the holiday shopping season for Ferndalians (nearly a week BEFORE the popular Day-After-Thanksgiving Shopping rush).  For only $1 shoppers were able to view a room full of crafty gift ideas.  From handmade quilts, homemade jams and gift baskets, to genuine pine garland and wreaths, the show had plenty of gift ideas.

[image: image33.png]



[image: image34.png]



[image: image35.png]




Green Demolition Begins on Moorehouse Street

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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A little home on Moorehouse Street that has fallen victim to the poor economy and human neglect is now being used as an example of green demolition as construction workers tear it – responsibly – to the ground.
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Earlier this winter City inspectors found the property at 2012 Moorehouse to have been abandoned.  The kitchen and bathroom fixtures had been removed and a leaky roof had allowed water to get in and feed a growing mold problem.  In October the mold had greatly increased and there had been no attempts to rectify any of the problems on site. The City got a court order obtaining ownership and the right to demolish the home.  They sought out bids for the job, and City Council voted on November 9, 2009 to award the bid to Cuda Construction to Oak Park, who had both the lowest cost, and the most environmentally-friendly plan for removing the blighted house.

 

At a cost of $6,275 Cuda Construction is currently taking apart the old home essentially piece by piece.  The eight-step plan outlined in their bid ensures that approximately 75% of the home’s building materials will be recycled or reused.  

 

According to the bid, all the debris left by the previous occupant will be removed first.  Then they will remove the roof shingles and deliver them to a shingle recycling plant in Sterling Heights.  Tar paper is sent directly to the landfill, while roof sheathing will be either recycled or reused.

 

The aluminum siding and gutters are recyclable, but because the garage siding is painted plywood sheathing it cannot be recycled.  It will be saved and stored for later use.

 

Next all the widows will be removed.  Those in good condition will be reused.  The ones that can’t will be disassembled and the metal and glass recycled independently.  

 

All PCV and metal piping left in the home will be recycled along with all faucets, sinks and bathtub parts that are metal.  Any good standing vanities are donated to Habitat for Humanity.  Toilets are recycled.

 

The deck, which has been Wolmanized, will be removed for reuse, then all framing lumber will be removed for reuse.  Any lumber under two feet will be recycled.

 

And finally all concrete will be removed from the property, leaving neighbors with a clean and empty lot that the City will then be responsible for maintaining.
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5 Tips to Protect Yourself from Credit and Identity Theft

By, Carol Jackson
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Today’s fast paced world of electronic convenience have made identity theft an ever-increasing problem.  You probably know someone who this has happened to – it may have happened to you.  It can be a nightmare—and an expensive and time consuming one at that.  There are simple actions you can take that can help to protect your identity and your credit rating:

 

When you order checks don’t use your full first or middle names; use your initials with your full last name instead.  Who’s going to guess that “B” stands for “Barbara” or “Bertram” when attempting to forge your signature.

 

Instead of using your home phone number on your checks, put your work number.  In addition, if you have a PO Box, use it for your address and never, ever publish your Social Security number on your checks.

 

Make photocopies of every piece of identification that you carry with you daily – and be sure to copy both sides.  Keep the copies in a safe and handy place.  If you’re wallet is ever stolen, all the information you’ll need – auto license and registration, credit card account numbers, and customer service hot lines, will be available to you in one place..

 

If your credit cards are stolen, file a police report in the jurisdiction where it was stolen immediately.  You’ll want enough back-up proof as possible for your credit card issuers to know that you were diligent.

 

5.If your credit cards are stolen, call all national credit reporting organizations immediately to place a fraud alert on your name and Social Security number.  The alert lets any company that checks your credit know that your information was stolen and that they are to contact you by phone to authorize any new credit.  Their numbers are: Equifax  800-685-1111, Experian, 888-397-3742 and Trans Union  800-999-4213.  In case your Social Security card or number is stolen it may be best for you to notify the Social Security Administration at 800-269-0271, too.

 

While no amount of caution can be totally fool-proof, being aware of the potential identity theft possibilities and of how to protect ourselves-even if we fall victim – are simple steps to give us added defense.

 
Citizen Satisfaction Survey Results In

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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Downtown Ferndale During 2009 Motor City Pride

 

The results of the Ferndale Citizen Satisfaction were presented to City Council on November 23, 2009 by Cobalt Community Research, a nonprofit group hired by the city to determine what features of the community are most important to the residents.

 

The survey was done using two mailings in September and October 2009.  1500 surveys were mailed out, and 344 residents returned them with their input.  The results of the survey may be used by City officials to: 1. Aid in establishing budget priorities and funding choices, 2. Determine residents’ perceptions about quality of life, 3. Revel levels of satisfaction and importance about current services, 4.  Provide a baseline for tracking outcomes, and 5. Maximize service quality over time.
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Data collected was put into charts to visually show what areas of service the city could improve, and how important improvements to those areas of service would affect resident’s perception of satisfaction.  For example, the data indicates that people surveyed are very happy with the fire department, utility services and police departments, but that citizen satisfaction does not go up if those services are improved, or down if those services are cut back.  The results for those fell in the area labeled “may show over investment or undercommunication.”  Essentially those services do not have much impact on resident satisfaction compared to services involving things like community events, shopping opportunities, economic health or public schools according to the study.

 

Areas that had a high impact on satisfaction but received a low score were economic health and public schools.  The survey suggests these may be places to “prioritize investment to drive positive changes in outcomes.”
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People and puppies enjoying Fido Does Ferndale, 2009

The survey, which cost the city over $6,000, is likely to come up in future debates about the City budget.  The presentation given by Colbalt is included in the Council Packet for Nov. 23, 2009 (downloadable at http://www.ferndale-mi.com/Resources/Agendas/Council/2009/091123Packet/091123Packet.pdf).  

 

Readers are welcome to share any opinions they may have about the budget (or any other Ferndale-related topics) in our Ferndale Views Section by simply e mailing Editor Crystal Proxmire at editor@ferndale115.com.  





PARAMOUNT BANK
John D. McQuiggin
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jmcquiggin@
paramountbank.com
FERNDALE VIEW: A New Group Offers Support and Friendship to Adoptive Parents
by, Julia Music

When my husband and I made the decision to adopt we excitedly began the process of telling our friends and family.  We were hit with the same questions that expectant parents get but with a few more follow up questions than we expected: 

Question:  When are you expecting the little one's arrival? 

Answer:1-6 years but probably not more than three years.

Follow up question: Seriously?  That long.  Why is it going to take so long when so many kids need homes?

Question:  Do you know if it is a boy or a girl? 

Answer: Probably a boy.  90% chance (in our case at least). 

Follow up question:  Aren't there more girls open for adoption than boys? I thought all Asian adoptees are girls.

At first, we were taken aback by all the follow up questions.  It was simply more difficult to answer so many questions without the help of people who had already been though the adoption process.  I started reading an adoption blog that a high school buddy's wife kept as they adopted their little boy.  She had a lot of information posted to help new adopted parents explain adoption to friends and family. We also started to meet some families that have adopted that helped us gain real understand the adoption world that books [image: image42.png]Metlife



couldn't provide.  By meeting these people we were able to expand our adoption vocabulary and answer almost every question that came our way.

Throughout our adoption process I continually looked for other Ferndalians who already adopted.  A few months before our little guy's homecoming, I decided to search for a Ferndale adoption group when I couldn't find one.  That is when I decided to start Ferndale Adoptive Families.  The group's first goal is to set up a network of Fernalian adoptees and adoptive parents to chat about adoption issues, parenting issues and to make new friends.  The ultimate goal of Ferndale Adoptive Families is to allow our children to grow up in a positive adoption community.  The group is accessible through Facebook by searching  Ferndale Families Adoption Group or clicking on the link below.  If you have adopted or are in the process of adopting you are invited to join our Facebook group.

To link to our group click here: http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=112375997645

For more adoption information check out Abigal's blog: http://www.kevindhendricks.com/abby/category/adoption/
 

"From here to there and there to here funny things are everywhere". --Dr. Suess
-Julia Music

Ferndale
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2010 Ferndale Blues Festival
is coming Jan 29- Feb 6!

Sponsorships now available.  Money raised goes to help Ferndale Youth Assistance and Michigan AIDS Coalition.  For information on how to be part of this great event go to:

www.ferndale
blues
festival
.org
FERNDALE VIEW:  AJs Economic Stimulus Idea

November 13. 2009

Good day,

I accept President Barack Obama's call for input on "any plausible
ideas on how to help in our national economic recovery".

I am asking for a place at the table for the upcoming economic summit
that was announced by the President.

My cafe, AJ's cafe in Ferndale, Michigan was
just awarded a Guinness World Record for 'The longest continuous
concert by multiple artists."

Called, "The Assembly Line concert," we paid tribute to the domestic
3, Detroit-born automobile industry and all of us affected by them.

We also had a campaign called I Promise America, now I Pledge America which
gives everyone an opportunity to make a simple pledge, "on my honor, 
the next car that I buy will be a domestic 3, Detroit- born Ford, GM
or Chrysler.

In just over 2 1/2 years, a little cafe in Michigan has propelled
itself into the media limelight in ways unimaginable to even giants in
our industry.

What created such overwhelming media attention and what has continued
to inspire us as an unlikely player in the road toward our national
economic recovery, is that we accomplished something so profound, it
garnered the
attention of millions of people from every walk of life.

What unfolded as a result, is nothing short of a "little cafe that
could" story. Our unique contribution towards positive progression of our
national economic recovery should not be ignored.

Our immense success has been
acknowledged on three fronts; the grass - roots level, from
which our platform began, to both the political and
corporate worlds.

Laying out our idea as we move forward, we propose: 

1. a national I Pledge America campaign.

The I Pledge America campaign, incepted in December, 2008, 
is a simple pledge which states, "On my honor, the
next car that I buy will be a domestic 3, Detroit-born Ford, GM or
Chrysler."

2. "The Assembly Line Concert II; The Second Shift" March 19-31, 2010.


The first "Assembly Line Concert" was done mainly by talented Detroit area
"garage bands" and those who regularly perform at AJ's "open mic
nights". It was done as a tribute to the Detroit-born, domestic
automobile industry and all of us who are affected by them.

And, all of us are affected by the domestic automobile industry,
whether you live in Michigan or anywhere else in the USA; whether you
work for an auto
maker, supplier, neighborhood diner, builder of homes,  a nurse.....

We Did It! We achieved not only international and extensive
recognition; AJ's Cafe
achieved a new Guinness World Record for our 288 hour non-stop musical
concert.

All the while, we encouraged people to make the I Pledge America pledge.

Many thousands of people made that commitment, however that was far
short of my intended goal of 15 million pledges.

We therefore are going to have "The Assembly Line Concert; Second Shift".

This concert will repeat our past attempt, breaking our own
existing record by one full day.

"The Second Shift" will do even more.

With the proper implementation, we can lead our efforts to direct
purchases for the domestic automobile market on an immediate basis.
and "incentivize"  this awareness of
the domestic-3 , Detroit-born automobile industry.

This is how; 

we will have our next concert at AJ's Cafe, the small
unpretentious community music cafe in the heart of downtown Ferndale.
Ad’s began this unlikely journey and has achieved international
notoriety for its grass-roots activism since it first opened on April
1, 2007.

'The Assembly Line Concert, Second Shift" will
attempt to break our own record by one full day, or 13 days, equaling
312 non-stop
hours.

It will take place March 19-31, 2010, with a charity preview
party Thursday, March 18, 2010.

During the entire length of the concert, domestic auto dealerships
from all across the USA will have a sales incentive called
I Pledge America. Dealers can offer whatever sales incentives they
wish, which should be an optimal time for them as year end model
clearance sales are also during this time.

The USA government can add an extra incentive, by way of a tax credit, 
even $500.00 that would give further encouragement to purchase a
domestic 3 vehicle.

A caveat to this tax write-off would be that the car must be a
Detroit-born domestic car.

States, like Michigan or any other state, can also kick in an
incentive of there choosing.


To summarize, we know that we are onto something. We feel a moral
obligation to do what we can to create a "Main Street solution' to
this economic malaise. We hear our President's call when he says "the
government cant and shouldn't solve all of our economic problems."

We have the heartfelt commitment from our representatives in congress
in a bipartisan way. Both Democratic Representative Gary Peters and
Republican Representative Thaddeus McCotter were strong advocates for
our "Assembly Line Concert."

Rep. McCotter not only performed in the "Assembly Line Concert,"  he
had a proclamation read into the congressional role of the 111th
United States Congress that applauded our efforts. The proclamation,
read into the
role on October 15, 2009 is something that we are very proud of.

Finally, we need your help and participation. Though we reached
phenominal recognition, we remain a 'small fish in a big pond.'

The decline in our American manufacturer base and the products which
are purchased and made domestically has impeded our economic growth
and added to the unsustainable downturn in our economy.

A disproportionate amount of cars on our American roads are not
manufactured here at home. That affects us all. Let's face it; we are
not going to in the foreseeable future replace auto-related jobs with
high tech and different types of jobs for an enormous amount of our
citizenry.

We can best retain a meaningful employment base in this field if more
of us purchase these products. These products, mind you are as well
built, as nice, as economically and environmentally built as any comparable
product made by anyone, anywhere.


We are ready, willing and able to create the "Farm Aid" concert
setting that will create the awareness that will bring meaningful
employment to untold numbers of Americans.

Again, we need your help.

I have meaningful input to present at President Obama's  economic
summit. Please allow my place at the table.

Time is of the essence.! March 18, 2010 is getting very close!

Thank you for your kindest consideration.

Warmest wishes,

AJ O'Neil
Owner; AJ's  Cafe
Founder; The Assembly Line Concert, The Assembly Line Concert; Second
Shift, I Promise America and I Pledge America.

240 W.9 Mile Rd.
Ferndale, Michigan 48220
248 399.3946
FERNDALE VIEW:  Michelle Gives Slurpees for Good Grades


My Husband and Myself both are really big on our children's education! Our Daughters both do very well in school and have discussed that the community needs to be more involved in the Education of all children not just our own children. It takes involvement from the whole community to ensure a success of our children. We wanted to do something to give back to a community. We are grateful for our Business being in Ferndale it is an awesome Community to be a part of! We want the kids to know that hard work should be rewarded and that maybe more business will see what we are doing and together we all can help ensure the success of these children! Thank you for letting us into your Family Ferndale! The Walker Family 805 East 9 mile.  As long as they have a report card showing there grades K-12 we do realize younger grades don't letter grade but if all school districts are the same S and Ps for younger grades will qualify them for a 12 oz slurpee!

Michelle Walker

711

805 E. 9 Mile

FERNDALE VIEW:  DNR/DEQ REQUESTING INFO FROM RESIDENTS

Public involvement is a vital part of many programs administers by the Departments of Natural Resources (DNR) and Environmental Quality (DEQ).  A successful public involvement process ensures that those who are most likely affected by a decision are notified, understand the proposed decision, and have an opportunity to provide meaningful input prior to a DNR or DEQ action. Staff from the DNR and DEQ has put together a survey to better understand how the public participation process is currently working and where improvements can be made.  Please take a moment to answer a short survey on public participation located at the following link:   

 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=xySmS2igGfT_2bizpMOKGB7g_3d_3d
 

Please only respond to the survey once and share the link with others who can provide feedback.  

 

Thank you for providing input into this important process.

 

Susan Kilmer

MDEQ

Kilmers@Michigan.gov
517-373-1279
POLICE REPORT –

Marks Crime Tips

 

Hope every one had a great holiday!

Recently a client of mine  was dinning out and a her side car window was broken. Her garage door opener was stolen along with her Garman. The bad guys went to her house and tried to break in from the garage. Did I mentioned that she was a client of mine? The alarm alerted the police when they tried to break in from the garage door.

 

1. Remove your garage door opener from your vehicle, Keep it in purse or out of sight. 

2. Remove any documents with your home address. Keep registration on you. Home address's can be found via a persons name over internet.

3. If you have an attached garage, lock the door so anyone gaining access to your garage cannot get into your house.

4. If you have a Garman do not have HOME programmed in to it.

Thank You,

Mark Hill

Alert Alarm Inc.

4915 Delemere

Royal Oak, Mi. 48073

Phone (248) 288-3573

E-mail mhill@alert-alarm.com
Police Reports sent out by Lt. William Wilson via e mail unless otherwise noted.

Wed, November 25, 2009 8:38:48 AM
The bad news is there is no information for dramatic new articles. The good news is, people are not being victimized by crime and catastrophes which are down and there is no bad news to report!

 

Have a good Holiday Weekend!
Mon, November 23, 2009 8:19:50 AM

Nothing earth shattering over the weekend

Thu, November 19, 2009 8:59:13 AM

Not a huge story, but the biggest we have recently since the cops are keeping the bad guys in check. 

 

 

SUSPECT: BRADIC, Milija Mitch, w/m, 59, Detroit resident. 

 

On 11/18/09 Ferndale Police arrested Bradic for the second time in three days – both times he was arrested for stealing from cars. 

Yesterday at about 9:50 a.m. officers responded to the 2000  Block of Hilton on report of a larceny from auto. Upon arrival, the officer observed the accused thief begging his victim not to press charges, and offering to return money he stole from the car. 

According to a woman witness, she first observed the suspect attempt to open a locked door of a business. After the door did not open, she observed the thief open the door of a 1987 Mercedes that belonged to one of her co-workers. She notified the co-worker, and he went to investigate. The car owner went outside and caught Bradic inside of the Mercedes, stealing money. 

 

On 11/15/09, Ferndale police had a report of Bradic entering several cars. Police responded and determined that Bradic broke into several cars, and had stolen property from different cars. He was arrested, charged, then bonded out. 

 

Today, police will be requesting a higher bond in attempt to keep Bradic in jail pending final outcome of the case. 

Tue, November 17, 2009 8:00:18 AM
Ferndale has been quiet for quite some time.
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Modern Tax & Accounting Services


 


Robert B. Babut - Accountant/Owner


445 W. Woodruff Avenue
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Phone - (248) 544-2002


Fax - (248) 399-7827


email - � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@moderntaxservice.com" �info@�


� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@moderntaxservice.com" �moderntaxservice�


� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@moderntaxservice.com" �.com�


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.bravenet.com/common/images/smilies/dollarsign.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.bravenet.com/common/images/smilies/dollarsign.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.bravenet.com/common/images/smilies/dollarsign.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.bravenet.com/common/images/smilies/dollarsign.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.bravenet.com/common/images/smilies/dollarsign.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.bravenet.com/common/images/smilies/dollarsign.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.bravenet.com/common/images/smilies/dollarsign.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.bravenet.com/common/images/smilies/dollarsign.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.bravenet.com/common/images/smilies/dollarsign.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���








� HYPERLINK "http://www.candlewickshop.com/index.php" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/CANDLEWICK.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����


The Candle Wick Shoppe�1-248-547-2987�195 W 9 Mile Rd Suite 1B�Ferndale, MI 48220


Hours: Mon - Sat 10 - 8, Sun 12-5


Got a question? Catch us on yahoo IM


 (� HYPERLINK "mailto:candlewickshoppe@ymail.com" �candlewickshoppe@ymail.com�)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.candlewickshop.com/index.php" �www.candlewickshop.com�








�� HYPERLINK "http://www.ctechsinc.com" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/c-tech-logo-vwr140.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





C! Tech Solutions - Your small business and home computer repair, service, support, and consulting specialists. We are a proud member of the Ferndale community, and provide service the northern Metro Detroit area.  You can reach us by web, by phone at 586.995.0509, or by Twitter as @ctechsinc.  Why Settle For a Geek When You Can Hire a Pro?








Support Ferndale businesses!��� HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ferndale-MI/AJs-Music-Cafe/82327570761" \l "/pages/Ferndale-MI/AJs-Music-Cafe/82327570761" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/AJSlogosmall.JPG" \* MERGEFORMATINET ������AJS Music Cafe�240 W 9 Mile Road�Ferndale, MI 48220��For more events look for AJs Cafe on � HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ferndale-MI/AJs-Music-Cafe/82327570761" \l "/pages/Ferndale-MI/AJs-Music-Cafe/82327570761" �Facebook�.��Sign the I Promise America Pledge � HYPERLINK "http://www.ipromiseamerica.com/" �here�.





American Pop!  


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/APOPlogo.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


�American Pop!�175 W. Nine Mile Road�Ferndale, MI 48220�(248) 837-9835��Hours:�Tues-Sat 11am-8pm�Sunday 11am-6pm








Now Open�� HYPERLINK "http://www.chazzanocoffee.com" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/Chazzano.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ������Chazzano Cafe Ebraica�1737 E 9 Mile Road��� HYPERLINK "http://www.chazzanocoffee.com" �www.��� HYPERLINK "http://www.chazzanocoffee.com" �chazzanocoffee��� HYPERLINK "http://www.chazzanocoffee.com" �.com����Now open Monday Through Friday 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.�Saturdays 7pm to midnight�Sundays 9 a.m. to 4pm���Good Coffee Makes You Singtm�248-691-4256�� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.bravenet.com/common/images/smilies/coffeemug.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���








� HYPERLINK "http://www.lennyscopycenter.com/" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/LENNYSxLOGO.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET �����


Lenny's copy center was founded in October of 2003 by Bob & Mary Lenaway. They are a family run business committed to giving you a warm welcome, a wide variety of products, fair prices, and old fashioned friendly service.


They offer so many things it's hard to believe they can fit everything in one cozy store. Office Supplies, Printing, Engraving, Rubber Stamps, Laminating, Gift Items, Personalized Tee Shirts, Legal Forms, Desktop publishing, Notary Service, Faxing, Imprinted Merchandise, Printers, Business Machines, Tee Shirt Making Supplies, oh and don't forget about the COPIES!


2103 Hilton


(248) 544-6313


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lennyscopycenter.com/" �www.�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lennyscopycenter.com/" �lennys��� HYPERLINK "http://www.lennyscopycenter.com/" �copycenter.com�








� HYPERLINK "http://www.westernmarket.net" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/WesternxMarket.JPG" \* MERGEFORMATINET ������Western Market�447 W. 9 Mile�Ferndale, MI 48220�248.546.7288�� HYPERLINK "http://www.westernmarket.net" �www.�westernmarket�.net���� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/WesternBasket01.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ������ INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.bravenet.com/common/images/smilies/corn.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Fresh produce daily�� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.bravenet.com/common/images/smilies/corn.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Fresh meat counter�� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.bravenet.com/common/images/smilies/corn.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Fresh deli products�� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.bravenet.com/common/images/smilies/corn.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Bakery�� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.bravenet.com/common/images/smilies/corn.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Bulk cheeses�� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.bravenet.com/common/images/smilies/corn.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Gift baskets & party trays�� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.bravenet.com/common/images/smilies/corn.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Grocery & dairy�� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.bravenet.com/common/images/smilies/corn.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Nuts & candy�� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.bravenet.com/common/images/smilies/corn.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Organic Products�� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.bravenet.com/common/images/smilies/corn.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Prepared foods�� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.bravenet.com/common/images/smilies/corn.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Seafood�� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.bravenet.com/common/images/smilies/corn.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Wine


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/WesternBasket02.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


Mon-Sat�8am-8pm��Sunday�8am-6pm








� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/historicalxsocietyxlogo.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����The Ferndale Historical Society is asking for memberships for the year 2010.  Individual membership is only $10.  Family memberships are $25 and Lifetime Memberships are $100.  Please MAIL payment along with your name and mailing address to The Ferndale Historical Society 1651 Livernois, Ferndale, MI 48220.  Your membership helps support the Ferndale Historical Museum and will provide you with copies of their wonderful newsletter The Crow's Nest.  Go to www.ferndale historicalsociety.org for more info.








Mother Fletchers �234 W 9 Mile Rd�Ferndale, MI 48220-1794�(248) 398-4816��Mens and womens vintage clothing and accessories spanning all decades.��� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/fletchersxadx004.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





� HYPERLINK "http://www.michiganfinancial.metlife.com/ecard.cfm?ID=271360" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/metlife.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET �����Carol Jackson�Metlife Investment Adviser Representative�Financial Services Representative�Financial Adviser�Liberty Center, suite 400�50 West Big Beaver Road�Troy, MI 48084�248-680-0490 ext 511








Carol Jackson is an 8 year resident of Ferndale, MI who is best known for her financial planning services and her animal rescue efforts.  She is an active volunteer with the Michigan Humane Society and is on the Board of Directors for The Ferndale Chamber of Commerce.  Contact Carol for a free one-on-one to discuss your financial planning options.  ��� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/CarolxJacksonxferndale115.JPG" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





This section of The Ferndale 115 News is brought to you with inspiration given from the good people at Fern Care, the upcoming free health clinic in Ferndale.  Check them out at www.ferncare.org.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ferncare.org" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/ferncare.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





Let’s Talk Health series - free classes


First Thursday of every month 7-8:30pm


Kulick Community Center


Dec. 3   Asthma and Allergies – What Do We Need To Know


Jan. 7  Mental Health – The Hardest Thing To Talk About


Feb. 4   Garden Time!  Seedlings, Gardens and the Good Earth


 Mar. 4   Don’t Get Up!  Sit Down!  Chair fitness and exercise








NOW OPEN!


Monday Through Friday 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.�Sundays 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.�1737 E. Nine Mile Rd., Ferndale, MI 48220


www.chazzanocoffee.com
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'8:30 am - 9 pm

Featuring 40+ kce Sculptures, Santa Claus,Live Reindeer,
Great Shopping Experiences & Enter to Win Contest,
The Warm Hearted Cookie Challenge & More.
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