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P1 Cooperation Drives Library Board Competition
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By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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The Citizens for a Fair Ferndale (CFF) Forum on Oct 18, 2009 introduced residents to four Library Board candidates – each with similar experience and a sincere desire to see the Ferndale Public Library, and the millage money given by the voters to operate it, well-managed and accountable to residents.

“Each of us is dedicated and it’s kind of like musical chairs up here,” said candidate Patrick Dengate.  “Whoever isn’t elected – at least I can speak for me – will continue to be involved in seeing the library move forward.”

Dengate will be competing with Tiffany Gagne and Sara Parmelee for two open 6 year terms.  John Sterritt is the only candidate running for a partial term.  He is unopposed.  All four candidates have experience serving on library committees and have been involved with the library at least since the millage passed in 2007.

Dengate is a former Ferndale City Council member and an active participant in the Library Building Committee.  

Gagne is the current Board Secretary who has lived in Ferndale since 1997.  She is raising two sons and is a part-time substitute teacher and Sunday school teacher.  

Parmelee is the Chair of the Library Finance Committee who is a stay-at-home mother who has lived in Ferndale for six years.

Sterritt has been here 39 years and has seen two sons raised in Ferndale Schools and Ferndale Library Programs.  He currently serves on the Library Building Committee.

Candidates answered questions form the audience, turned in anonymously on index cards.  Some wondered about the candidate’s position on using union labor to build the new library renovations at the 222 E. Nine Mile Road location.  Dengate, who worked on the Building Committee for 2 ½ years explained.  “We were required to take the lowest bid.  The money we saved on contracts goes back into the fund towards services for residents.”

Candidates all agreed that the process of taking and choosing bids was effective and that they would not have changed anything.  “We had to take the lowest bids, even though some were really close.  ... [The bond money] it’s not just for a building.  It’s for more books, more computers… where we could save we did and I wouldn’t change anything,” Gagne said.
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Others wanted to know why the Library is temporarily being housed at the old Mongolian BBQ headquarters at 642 E. 9 Mile.  “You’re constrained by space.  Cost is a factor.  You don’t want to move too far away.  You don’t want to loose patrons,” Dengate explained.  Parmelee told of how “just the other day” she spoke with a neighbor who was so excited about the temporary Library that these can’t wait to see what the new one is like. 
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Another Ferndale resident wondered who is responsible for selecting the items to be put in the Library.  Sterritt answered that the American Library Associate reviews books and that the Library staff chooses which books to order.  Sterritt opposes censorship, recalling “I grew up in an era where some books were behind the desk and you had to ask for them, and you had to be a certain age.”

Although the forum did not bring up any points of contention, viewers may have learned things about the Library they didn’t know before.  The Library has an ever-growing collection of music and data CDs, downloadable resources and computers available for public use.  They are also part of a system that allows users to receive books from other Libraries in the area.  For more information on each candidate, please go to www.ferndale115.com/campaign.html.  For more information on The Ferndale Public Library go to www.ferndale.lib.mi.us.
Advertising Packages in The Ferndale 115 News start at just $20 per issue.  Contact Crystal Proxmire at editor@ferndale115.com.
FERNDALE VIEW: City Council Elections

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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Gagne, Galloway, Pawlica and Piana at Oct 18, 2009

Citizens for Fair Ferndale Forum


When I started The Ferndale 115 News back in June, I didn’t know any of the City Council Candidates.  And I sure didn’t expect November 3rd to come so quickly.
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I’ve said from the beginning that The Ferndale 115 News would remain politically neutral.  I believe I can be the best writer and journalist if I keep myself free of opinions and simply look at each issue with a clear head and the ability to understand and present all sides.  Once a newspaper endorses a candidate it reveals their biases and it means that I personally begin to question their content choices, and how and why they present issues in certain ways.  

 

I understand that papers throughout history have been editorialized, but that does not make it right.  If I am consistently covering issues and presenting both sides, and if people are reading the stories and using opportunities to get more information on their own, the readers will be able to make up their own minds.  If not, there are plenty of other people in the community – friends and neighbors – who will gladly share their opinions.  But there HAS to be one place where no candidate, no business, no government agency and no special interests can taint the information or facts.  If it’s not the place of reporters – who else is there?  I hope that as the public gets more and more involved in the upcoming debates over budgets and changes in leadership, that you’ll turn to a news source that is dedicated to fairness and encouraging open debate – not just ones who only give a token effort to covering Ferndale news and then try to tell you how to vote.  

 

Currently there are four council candidates running for two open seats.  I’m abstaining from voting in local elections as long as I’m a reporter here, and even if I was voting I would have a very hard time choosing.  Each seems capable of doing the job.  And they all have been friendly and open with me as I’ve gotten to know them and to learn more about the issues.  I met Greg Pawlica at the AJ’s Assembly Line Concert when I was just making plans for the paper, and Tom Gagne at a city council meeting when he spoke out against what he considered inappropriate behavior at Motor City Pride.  Scott Galloway, who is currently on Council serving as Mayor Pro Tem, gave the opening speech at The Woodward Dream Cruise and took some time to talk with me.  And Melanie Piana I met at a 338th Army Reserve Band concert at Martin Road Park that benefited FernCare.  From then on each has been helpful in sharing their views with the community, including through The Ferndale 115 News.  
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There are points where candidates disagree.  Big issues seem to be whether or not Ferndale should carry on with their construction plans, how the City should resolve the expected $3.7 million budget deficit, and what to do about parking.  Each candidate filled out a questionnaire for The Ferndale 115 News, which you can access by going to our Candidate page at www.ferndale115.com/campaign.html.  

 

Though the election is very important, what is more important for the people of Ferndale is that whomever wins keep an open dialogue with the public.  And that the people who aren’t voted in still keep their focus on helping the City in other ways.  Two of these fine people will have votes on council.  But they won’t have your voice.  And if we all can get involved and make The Ferndale 115 News a place to share information and citizen opinions, than the problems I mentioned earlier can be publicly debated and resolved with everyone’s help.  No one politician can solve everything.  But as a community we can.

 

So please, read up on your Council choices and make an informed decision that feels right for you.  Turn to The Ferndale 115 News on the first and fifteenth of each month for a complete issue of valuable information about your community, and get involved in any way you can.

Unopposed Mayor Shares Opinions on City Problems in CFF Forum

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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On Oct 18, 2009 Citizens for a Fair Ferndale (CFF) teamed up with The League of Women Voters to host a forum for City Council candidates.  The League of Women Voters will not hold forum for unopposed candidates or for Library Board elections, so Library Board candidate’s forum was held separately by CFF, who also gave time in between the two forums for the unopposed Mayoral candidate and incumbent Mayor Craig Covey to answer voter questions.

 

Covey has become increasingly vocal about his concerns with disagreements among council members over financial decisions.  He has been criticized by some residents as being too involved in the current race, too political and too negative.  While other residents seemed eager to have more public debate about the issues.
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The forums were recorded for public access for those who want to hear all the remarks.  Some basic issues that Covey claims are important during this election involve balancing the budget, communication with council, regionalizing fire services, special meetings, and the hiring of outside consultants for City-run projects.

 

BALANCING BUDGET

 

“This is the largest budget deficit that the City has seen in my dozen years working with the city,” Covey said.  “One of the first things I’d like to see the City do is immediately halt what’s called the Municipal Building Project.  …The concept is to build a brand new courthouse, to renovate fully the police station and to gut and renovate fully the city hall.  The cost of this project is up to $9 million.  While it would be great… this is very very poor timing.  There may come a time when we can do all these projects, but $3.7 million budget is extremely serious.  We’re going to see at least a dozen to 15 members of our City Staff reduced.  We’re going to see services cut.  And even in the past year we’ve spent $60,000 on just planning for The Municipal Project.  That’s the cost of a police officer.”

 

He also added, “We should stop all travel by City employees.  We should freeze all salaries.  We’re going to have to get give-backs from all our unions and we’re going to eliminate some of the service.  But I believe we should share these cuts across all parts of the city.

 

‘I will try and continue to try and halt the constant hiring of expensive outside consultants for studies, surveys and reports.”

 

COMMUNICATION WITH COUNCIL
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“My only negative on this as Mayor in the last two years was for some reason a lack of communication among some of the council members and I can’t explain it but there has been a lack of discussion, a lack of compromise an that is, I think, my failure as mayor so far, not being able to have folks work together better,” Covey said

 

REGIONAL FIRE SERVICES

 

A voter asked about ways in which the City could save money, and one thing Covey talked about was consolidation of services.  “What we are working on…is a combination of fire services with neighboring cities.  Our Fire Chief Schmidt is doing a good job working with Hazel Park.  We’re looking at Madison Heights.  Those two cities would love to work with us and somehow combine into a regional fire department.  That would save us millions of dollars,” Covey said.
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SPECIAL MEETINGS 
 

“The question has to do with special meetings of council which happen at certain times on a fairly regular basis.  These are council meetings that are fully legal but they’re not televised,” Covey said.  “In the last year there have been a lot of secret meetings and through they are legal and you’re allowed to do it, we post them, but usually the audience is empty.  I’ll tell ya something, most of the decisions having to do with hiring Plante Moran, with discussing the three building projects, with listening to our financial folks about budgets and how to pay for a brand new renovated police station and a brand new renovated city hall have been done in special meetings.  I don’t like that.  I think it’s wrong because the voters and the residents don’t get to see that.  They’re not precluded from attending meetings, but most people have lives and aren’t able to follow and figure out when they’re supposed to show up for these special meetings.

 

CONSULTANTS

 

Covey is adamant that the city reduce the number of outside consultants it hires.  “I have voted against some of the hiring of consultants and I think we have gone overboard.  I don’t mean this to really attack any particular candidate or even city staff but there does come a time when people have to do their own work.  And I think that hiring consultants for something highly technical it may be appropriate,” he said.  “This city in the past two years has been hiring consultants right and left.  $1,000 in the last year for surveys, for studies.  Earlier they talked about the parking situation.  Over the past four years we’ve done two parking studies – one on the east side and one on the west side, costing in excess of $25,000.  Those surveys and studies are sitting on a shelf somewhere getting dusty.  I really think that in the touch economic times rather than hire consultants to help us guide us through this process to cut the budget – the council members and the city manager have to talk to the city department heads.  The Police Chief is paid to manage his budget.  The Fire Chief is paid to manage his budget.  The City Manager should manage our budget and we should make them do the job we pay them very well to do.

 

AGREEMENT ON DIVERSITY

 

One point that Covey said seems to be agreeable to all is that Ferndale is making constant progress in the area of diversity.  “We said to the people of Ferndale ‘everybody’s welcome.’  I didn’t hear at the debate earlier much discussion of diversity.  In some sense that’s good because we’ve made it.  Most people are in agreement that this is a welcoming town, that we have all sorts f folks who live here.  And it’s not a gay, lesbian, straight issue.  It’s an idea that Latino people and vegetarian people and left handed people and seniors and young families and gay people can all come to the City of Ferndale and all feel welcome.  That’s partly why our downtown is so popular.  It’s not just bars and restaurants; it’s that people feel safe.  They feel welcome when they come here.”

 

Covey is running unopposed for Mayor on the Nov. 3rd ballot.  For more information about all candidates for election in Ferndale please go to www.ferndale115.com/campaign.html.
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Fern Care Building Plans Approved

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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The blueprints for the Fern Care facility, to be located at 459 E. 9 Mile, have been approved by the City of Ferndale as of October 13, 2009 according to Fern Care president Ann Heler.  Novi-based Fanning Howey has taken on designing the Fern Care building pro bono, giving supervising architect Jim Mumby of Pleasant Ridge and interns Anthony Sikora and Alivia Stanaker the chance to be part of this large community project.  The clinic will provide free health services to anyone, regardless of income or residency and is expected to open sometime in 2010.  “We can’t open until we’ve got enough money on hand to operate for at least a year,” Heler said.  “We don’t want to start this and then have to close when people are depending on that service.”
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Sikora and Stanaker have spent over 125 hours in meetings, doing drawing preparation, field work, measurements and research to make the create the building blueprints.  Architects must complete a three year government-mandated program before becoming licensed, which include community service. “The FernCare clinic is an important project because of the great need for it in the Ferndale community.  The lack of healthcare and treatment for those less fortunate than us is tremendous, and the opening of the clinic will provide access to treatment, medication and counseling for those who would otherwise not be privy to those luxuries,” Sikora said.  Sikora has a BS and Masters of Architecture from Lawrence Tech, and Stanaker is a Lawrence Tech graduate who is currently pursuing her Masters at the University of Michigan.  Both are able to apply their service with Fern Care towards the requirements for licensing.

“The building is designed to provide a warm, comforting, and soothing atmosphere through the use of carpet, wall coverings, and specialized lighting,” said Sikora.  “The space layout centered around the need of the clinic to be separated between totally private, semi-private, and public spaces without segmenting the flow throughout the building.  It was important for Alivia and I to maximize the space that we had to work with in every way possible while at the same time taking into consideration the input we received from the FernCare board of directors, employees who will be using the space, and professionals who have worked in this type of setting before.  It was crucial that we design a space, not only as architects, but as listeners.  Our main focus was to provide a space that was efficient, cost effective, flexible, and easy to build.  One of the most noteworthy things about the clinic is that a large portion of the materials that will be used within the building have been donated by various organizations and agencies, and where materials could not be donated, we have tried our best to reuse materials from the existing building.  Donated materials and salvaged materials provide us with options and opportunities that otherwise may have been overlooked.”  

The Interior Designers Coalition for Change (IDCC) provided interior design solutions and obtained donated materials for the building.   Capital One is providing them with the space at an extremely low rate.  New Dawn Gardenscapes is going to be maintaining a community garden on the premises.  Many others in the community have contributed to this project, which is a completely grass-roots effort by Ferndale citizens to take care of each other.  For more information on Fern Care go to www.ferncare.org.
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DDA Chairperson of the Board Column

By, Veronica Lujic

In the summer of 2005 my partner Nicole Rafaill and I began working on State of the Art Framing and Gallery Phase One (cleaning & painting).  Suddenly, we heard this woman calling from the back of the building.  She introduced herself as Ann from the DDA, and said she was here to welcome us to the neighborhood and to let us know that the DDA was there to help if we had any questions. 

Questions? We had plenty? Who is this DDA? What do they do, anyway?  Appearance review -- what is that?  And, WHO is Cristina?

We opened in June with no significant problems but one significant question. How do we attract customers?  We answered the question with a plan and in November we organized our first Tour of the Town.  If I only knew then…

Planning the event led me to the DDA and soon, I became a volunteer on the promotions committee.  For the next year I helped plan events, met other business owners, attended strategic planning meetings and more.  Even after spending a year with the promotions committee I still didn’t understand the scope of the DDA.  It isn’t really all that complicated but until you take the time to get into ALL that the DDA does -- you really don’t get it.   It wasn’t until I applied for the board of directors and was appointed by Mayor Porter that the real lessons began.
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Lesson 1: The DDA is a non-profit organization, overseen by a Board of Directors.

Lesson 2:  The DDA is defined by geographical boundaries. Unlike a chamber of commerce, you don’t join the DDA --  if your business is within its boundaries, you are a member of the DDA. 

Lesson 3:  The Ferndale DDA is a part of the nationally recognized Main Street program which utilizes the four point approach to historic preservation and economic redevelopment.  The four points become committees: promotions, business development, design and organization. Then each committee has a sub-committee, or two.  The committees set goals and objectives, which are reviewed throughout the year and annually reassessed.   

Lesson 4:  We have approximately 40 to 50 volunteers serving on all the committees,  plus the board of directors – all local business people -- are also volunteers.  All these volunteers dedicate their free time to assist in the development and events and revitalization of the downtown.  How cool is that?

Lesson 5: If you need help with your business, the DDA can help. 

· .It can tap into local, regional and national organizations and their resources.  

· Our business development committee offers FREE in-store business consultations with professionals in business management, marketing & inventory specialists 

· FernNet is a monthly morning networking group that meets to learn more about doing business and share stories.  

Lesson 6:  Once a year the city council reviews and approves the budget and all DDA funds are collected and disbursed through the city accountant.  

Lesson 7: Having an organization like the DDA creates openings for countless grant dollars which we have used for wayfinding, pedestrian walkways, street scapes, benches, etc.  
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Lesson 8:  And finally “Who is Cristina?”  She is the executive director of the DDA.  She does a crazy amount of work, she gets things done and I now know that she is responsible for much more than you or I could ever have imagined.  

In 2009 I was elected by the board and appointed by Mayor Covey to serve as chairman of the board.   This was unexpected and exciting.  Many things have already changed. 

We have:

· Revamped staffing to be more efficient.

· Appointed 7 new board members

· Cajoled 3 new committee chairs

· Recruited a zillion new volunteers

Lesson 9:  Ride the wave.  Experience and be a part of the new energy in the DDA. We are the DDA and we can be the driving force of the business community, when we all work together.
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Visitors to State of the Art Framing at the Gallery Walk 2009, a DDA event.



Zombie Crawl

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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A handful of dedicated zombie enthusiasts crawled the streets of Ferndale – roaming form store to store in search of brains and spooky treats at the Ferndale Zombie Crawl Oct 24, 2009.  The crawl was organized by American Pop! and featured local TV icon Wolfman Mac of Wolfman Mac’s Chiller Drive In.

 

With a booming voice, tattered overalls, a straw had and a beard made out of costume hair, zombie farmer Beth Stewart led the motley crew on their mini-parade along parts of W 9 Mile and Woodward Ave.  After getting zombie swag bags from American Pop, the group crawled down to The Ringwald and left with gummy body parts and Junior Mints.
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Along the way to Detroit Comics, zombies big and small groaned and shuffled along with arms outstretched towards unexpecting drivers stopped at lights.  They made faces in the storefront windows as they passed.

 

Though zombies are traditionally thought to feast on the flesh of the dead, these Ferndale zombies seemed to also enjoy the cookies from Pinwheel Bakery, pizza from Strawberry Moon, candy from House of Chants, and Just 4 Us and popcorn from The Aff Café inside Affirmations.  And they had fun bouncing around the eyeball balls taken from The Candle Wick Shoppe.

 

They returned to American Pop where they were greeted by Wolfman Mac, who selected the most gruesome zombie – a tattered prom queen who walked in the chilly drizzle with no shoes on her feet – to be a special guest on his show.  The boisterous werewolf signed autographs while zombies devoured one last treat – a buffet of imitation brains and blood, artificial spleens and severed body parts.  The event raised money and canned goods for the Ferndale Food Bank and gave those passing through Ferndale an interesting glimpse at just how diverse our community really is.  The zombies ranged from kids to adults of different sizes, skin colors and sexual orientations.  But one thing they all had in common was their love of Halloween fun, candy, zombies, and celebrity werewolf sightings.
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To get a CD with pictures from this and other Ferndale events go to www.cafepress.com/ferndale115 after Nov. 15th to order our special bonus CD.  For more info on Wolfman Mac’s Chiller Drive in, check out http://www.nightmaresinema.com. 
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Chamber Members Learn the Power of Positive Thinking

By, Crystal A. Proxmire

There are benefits to talking fast, and if you’re ready to listen to some challenging but intuitive advice at 400 words per minute, Michael Jeffreys will be happy to share with you his secret to a rewarding life.

Jeffreys, founder of the Yes! Network, gave a free 90 minute presentation to Chamber of Commerce members ($10 for non members) at an October 28th luncheon on The Power of Positive Thinking and Advanced Communication Skills.  The fast-paced presentation focused on three modes of communication: verbal, tonal and body language.  Jeffreys also talked about the Law of Attraction, and the idea that successful people learn how to attract what they need simply by having a clear vision about what it is they want, and taking action towards it even when the path may not be clear.
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Beginning with the importance of nonverbal communication, Jeffreys explained that body language makes up 55% of what people respond to when interacting.  Thirty-eight percent of our impressions come from the tone of voice a person uses, and only seven percent comes from their actual words.  By being conscious of our posture, our tone of voice, the amount that we interrupt each other, the speed of our speech etc we can greatly increase our chances of building a good rapport with others.

One easily mastered technique of good salespeople is that of “mirroring.”  Mirroring means that one pays attention to the posture and mannerisms of the person they are talking to and subtly mimics them to create a sense of familiarity.  Another tip Jeffreys gave was to talk faster.  He said that people can comprehend words up to four times the normal rate of speech, and that by talking quickly a person can keep people’s minds from wandering because it takes more concentration to listen.

He also stressed that words are important if we are creating negative subconscious impressions by the words we choose.  One example he gave was that “I have to check on that,” sounds like much more of a chore than “I would love to.”   On the flip side, we can create positive subconscious impression by paying attention to the way individuals talk, and casually using the same words they do.

The Law of Attraction was another topic Jeffreys shared with the audience.  He explained that our thoughts are made of an electromagnetic frequency that is naturally attracted to similar frequencies and that if we are putting out negative thoughts it will attract negative energy and vice versa.  “The Law of Attraction states that we’re all human magnets and we literally attract 95% of the things that look like good luck, bad luck etc in our lives.  All that stuff going on in our lives we draw to us by our thoughts and the emotions tied to them,” he said, clarifying that there is room for disaster and the unpredictable.

For people who are interested in learning more about topics like these to help business professionals maximize their potential, The Yes! Network offers a series of presentations throughout the year that members can attend for a basic fee of $449.  This includes admission to the presentations and the hour-long networking opportunity beforehand.  For more information about the Yes! Network go to www.yesmidwest.com.  For more information on The Ferndale Chamber of Commerce and other services they provide to member businesses go to www.ferndalechamber.com.
AJs Packed for Assembly Line Party

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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Assembly Line Concert, photo by Don McGhee

 

Photographer Don McGhee remembered the famed Assembly Line Concert fondly at the giant World Record party held at AJs Music Café on October 17, 2009 to commemorate the 288 hour long continuous concert.  Held at the end of March, the concert was intended to show support for the Detroit people and car companies struggling in this economy.

 

Photographer Don McGhee at the Assembly Line Record Party, photo by C. Proxmire

Though he was not one of the over 300 musicians, singers and bands that volunteered, McGhee’s presence will be forever remembered through the over two thousand photographs he took on behalf of the Detroit Blues Society.

 

“I’d come in at two or three in the morning after other shows were done and you could just feel something here,” McGhee said.  “I love music.  I wish I could do what these musicians do, but I can’t.  So this is how I get to be part of the music.”

 

That music, which was a hodge-podge of artists and song types, brought unprecedented attention to what AJs' owner AJ O’Neil calls “the little café that could.”  National news outlets descended on Ferndale and even Governor Jennifer Granholm participated by stopping by to announce an act and sign the I Promise America Pledge, vowing that her next new car purchase would be American.
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Granholm couldn’t make it to accept her participation certificate so Lt. Gov. John Cherry did so in her absence.  “Ferndale is a great place,” Cherry told The Ferndale 115 News.  “We love coming down to see what AJ has got going on.”

 

AJ O'Neil, photo by Don McGhee


But even more incredible than the media and political participation was that of the hundreds of volunteers that made the concert possible.  Volunteers manned the sound booth and made sure that the transitions between bands went smoothly.  Others volunteered hours of their time introducing bands.  
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One musician, Lisa Hurt of Hazel Park, sat smiling out front with a cigarette in one hand and a handsome boyfriend holding the other while the party rocked on behind them.  “I was going through a lot back in March, so it was something I needed,” Hurt said.  “I just thought it was a great cause – great to be a part of it.” Hurt played for an hour and a half of the 288 hour show.  She says that “Life has turned out fantastic,” and that she’s currently in “recording mode.”  Her work can be heard at www.myspace.com/lisahurtmusic.

Lisa Hurt, photo by C. Proxmire
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The Assembly Line Concert webpage at http://www.assemblylineconcert.com lists all of the bands that were involved as well as other information about the show.  An Assembly Line II is in the works according to O’Neil, with more information coming in the next few weeks.
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Assembly Line Concert, photo by Don McGhee 

Halloween Party at the Library

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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Clara Bernreuter, photo by C. Proxmire

Ferndale Public Library Doug Raber, dressed as an “undergraduate” in flannel pajama pants and a backwards cap, guided dozens of disguised children (and some adults) up and down rows of books to collect candy at the Library’s Halloween Party Oct. 18, 2009.  A fortune teller read tarot cards while at another table Tiffani Gagne, dressed in a pretty witch’s costume, helped youngsters dip marshmallow-topped pretzel sticks into sugar and other yummy toppings.  
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Across the way Greg Pawlica and two friendly Library staff members helped kids make spider cupcakes.   And in the back room The Beggars rocked out with all of the normal lyrics of their songs replaced with images of candy, ghosts and other Halloween-like things.  
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The Beggars doing a Halloween chop, photo by C. Proxmire

The rest of November has potential for frights as well, with the Library’s on-going Vampire Film series.  Each Monday night they are showing a different classic vampire flick.  On Nov 9 it will be Vampire Hunter D: Bloodlust.  On Nov 16 it will be Dracula: Pages from a Virgin’s Diary, and on Nov 23 they will show Shadow of the Vampire.  All shows are free, and so is the popcorn!  Films begin at 7:30 pm.
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For more information or for other events and services at the Ferndale Public Library, go to http://www.ferndale.lib.mi.us.

[image: image12.jpg]



The Micah family - Nolan, James, Brooke and Rhea, 

photo by C. Proxmire

The Ferndale 115 News offers bonus CDs with pictures from selected issues at www.cafepress.com/ferndale115.  The CD for the November 1st issue should be available after November 15th.  
Mother Fletchers 
234 W 9 Mile Rd
Ferndale, MI 48220-1794
(248) 398-4816

Mens and womens vintage clothing and accessories spanning all decades.
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Robin Steranko, CPA
in support of
Greg Pawlica 
for 
Ferndale
City Council 
2009
Love Your Body Day Event Show NOW’s View of Media Harm

By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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Nearly 70 women of all shapes, sizes and ages (plus a handful of men) packed into AJs Music Café on Oct 21, 2009 to celebrate The National Organization of Women’s (NOW) Love Your Body Day Presentation.  Similar events were held worldwide to show women that the advertising industry objectifies women in order to manipulate them into spending money, and how the pervasiveness of sexual advertising is thought to cause harm to individuals.
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Wendy Shepherd of the Macomb County NOW presented “Sex, Stereotypes and Beauty: The ABCs and Ds of Commercial Images of Women,” a slideshow prepared by the NOW’s Love Your Body Campaign.

 

“The message to women is that you need to improve yourselves,” Shephard said.  “80% of women in the United States are dissatisfied with their bodies.”  The presentation began with a warning “Exposure to media beauty standards can be hazardous to your mental and physical health.”  

 

The “A” stands for Advertising and the concept that advertisers tell women that they can improve all parts of their body as long as they buy the right products.  The presentation encourages women to view a video at www.campaignforrealbeauty.com that is put out by the Dove Corporation showing how much work it takes to make a model look beautiful.  The presentation shows examples of ads that encourage women to beautiful their feet, change their eye color, enlarge their breasts, have long slender legs etc.  It also says that “Advertisers often present women as sexual exhibitionists performing for the benefit of the male gaze,” and “Women are dehumanized when offered up as isolated body parts, oiled up and ready for male consumption.”  

 

The “B” section of the presentation dealt with the societal implications of boys and men growing up with exposure to sexually demeaning advertising.  This part even features an ad from the Motor City Casino with a pair of female legs with flames coming off the high heeled shoes to illustrate that men are trained to see women as a “series of body parts.”  Other slides said “The male fantasy of multiple women in played out in many ads,” and “It’s not unusual to see ads featuring women in positions that are submissive to men,” “women portrayed as accessories, as passive possessions of men,” “or women as men’s saucy servers.”  The presentation also went through images that men may see of themselves in advertising, including male objectification of women, and “male bonding through the practice of belittling women.”  It also says “men and boys are typically presented as proud, in control, and fully clothed!”

 

The “C” was for Celebrity Obsession, and the slides focused on how media obsession over celebrity appearance and personal lives sends messages to all women.  “Anna Nicole Smith spent her life trying to fulfill our society’s elusive beauty standards and sexual ideals, dying young like her idol Marilyn Monroe,” read one of the slides.  The campaign also points out that “celebrity magazines are littered with ads for diet products, often hawked by stars themselves.”

 

Finally the “D” section of the presentation dealt with the Dangers of media messages, including low self-esteem, body image issues, eating disorders, compulsive exercise, cosmetic surgery risks, accusations of being a slut or a tease, blame for being targeted with sexual assault, and dehumanization of women and girls.  “Many women rarely see themselves reflected in our popular culture.  We need to see more:  Women of color and different ethnicities, women of different sizes, shapes and ages, women with disabilities, active, strong women and girls, smart, successful, in control women, anyone who does not fit the ‘ideal’ description of what a girl/woman should be and men in non-traditional roles,” according to the presentation.

 

Shepherd encouraged women in the audience to tell companies when their advertising in inappropriate and to buy products from companies that don’t dehumanize women.  Dove, maker of soaps, shampoos, lotions and other beauty products, was recommended because their advertising is aimed at all women and doesn’t present women as sex objects.  

 

There was also an Avon representative on hand to sell makeup to the women in the audience, as well as a presentation about breast cancer awareness and a one-act play called “Speed-dating.”
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When the Treats are Done The Tricks Remain

By, Ernest Truant

 

Do you ever half wake up at 5:30 in the morning and stumble through the house in the dark, only to be rudely awakened with a face plant into a taut stretch of clear plastic wrap taped across the doorway by your mischievous roommates?  Do you ever go to turn on the water in the kitchen only to find that that the handle of the hose has been taped down so you get a stream of water to the gut instead?  These things happen, and here in Ferndale they happen more often than you might expect.
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So what do you do if you have friends or relatives (or arch enemies) who think it is fun to “spook” you even when it’s not Halloween anymore?  Well, you could stand up for yourself and tell them that pranking is childish, but in many cases that will just incite the pranksters to step up their little games.  The other possibility is to retaliate.  This can be tricky, but there are many resources available to give you ideas on how you can get a laugh at someone else’s expense without actually harming them in any way.

 

Television shows like America’s Funniest Home Videos and MTV’s Pranked can give viewers some really good ideas.  For example, a couple of guys at Washington State pranked their room mate by swapping out their Hot Pocket for one that was full of disgusting food and sat back with their camcorder on to record his reaction.  (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FT0VVIeRPMs).  Or there is the classic game scare where a person on a computer plays a challenging and quiet game and suddenly is startled with a scary face and scream on the screen. (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oh87njiWTmw).

 

There are also sites all over the Internet with suggestions for tricking and scaring your friends.  Unfortunately some of those seem to have virus issues themselves, so perhaps buying a good old fashioned book, such as The Practical Jokers Handbook (http://www.amazon.com/Practical-Jokers-Handbook-Tim-Nyberg/dp/0740741985/ref=sr_1_5?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1256863163&sr=1-5), and Cubicle Warfare 101: Office Tricks and Pranks (http://www.amazon.com/Cubicle-Warfare-Office-Traps-Pranks/dp/0061438863/ref=sr_1_7?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1256863163&sr=1-7) might give you some ideas.
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Or you could stay in Ferndale and get a variety of fun gag items at American Pop!  Such as exploding lipstick, shocking calculators, hand buzzers, a moving fake cockroach, a fake cigarette burn, fake bullet holes, and items to create fake injuries.  There is bar soap that is white, but leaves black smudges on a person’s face or hands when they get it wet.  And there are many more items that cost only a couple of dollars that can help you drive away whatever friends and family you might have with endless laughter at their expense.

 

An employee at American Pop, who chose to remain anonymous, told of his personal addiction to pranking and the minor tension it causes in his family. “It’s gotten to the point where family and friends won’t take my pens or cards or anything that I might hand them.  ‘You’re going to shock me,’ or ‘I don’t trust you’ they say.”  The essentially harmless cashier said that the inexpensive tricks are a popular item in the store, which also features collectables, funky art and other unusual items.  “Kids like to stop by on their way home from school to get little gags to play,” he said.  “It’s fun.”

 

American Pop! Is located at 175 W. 9 Mile Road.  

Acupuncture Deals for Great American Smokeout

By, Darlene Berger, MSAc
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Three Detroit area community acupuncture clinics want to help people “butt-out” for this year’s Great American Smokeout (GAS), November 19th, 2009.  Two-for-one treatments will be available at the clinics for new patients who want to quit smoking during the week of GAS, November 16-21, 2009. These clinics’ fees are on a sliding scale of $15-$40 per treatment, whatever patients can afford; no income verification required. GAS is promoted annually by the American Cancer Society to get people to quit smoking or at least cut down for one day in hopes they will quit for good. 
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Community Acupuncture is a growing movement among acupuncturists who want to make their medicine an option for middle- and working class patients. Community-style clinics treat several patients at a time in an open space. “The community setting is perfect for people who want to quit with a friend because they can be treated together, and it allows us to reduce the cost of treatments,” said Nora Madden, acupuncturist-owner of Detroit Community Acupuncture. The treatment rooms are kept comfortable and quiet to help people relax. Primarily points on the arms, legs and head are used, so there is no need to undress. 

In the past few years, over 100 Community Acupuncture clinics have opened in the US and Canada.  The sliding scale fee in use at these clinics is in contrast to going rates of about $75 for treatments in a private room. “With the average cost of a pack of cigarettes being $6.50, the cost of getting acupuncture to help you quit pays for itself very quickly,” according to Linda Harris, owner-acupuncturist of Michigan Community Acupuncture in Livonia. 

Acupuncture is frequently used in drug rehabilitation centers to help people recover from addictions to alcohol and illicit drugs and is appropriate for use in smoking cessation. At least one Detroit-area hospital, St John Hospital in Brighton, MI offers acupuncture to its patients in rehab and runs a program to train people to do auricular (ear) acupuncture to treat drug addictions. Studies show that acupuncture can help reduce the reinforcing effects of drugs of abuse by regulating certain neurotransmitters, and it can help motivated smokers to reduce or quit smoking. 

 Community Health Acupuncture Center, owned by Darlene Berger, MSAc, is located at 801 Livernois St, Ferndale, MI, 48220; for more information, call 248.246.7299 or visit www.communityacucenter.com. Appointments may be booked online.

Detroit Community Acupuncture, owned by Nora Madden, is located at 87 E. Canfield St (at John R), Suite 1300, Detroit, MI 48201. Call 313.831.3222 or visit www.detroitcommunityacupuncture.com for more information. Appointments may be booked online. 

Michigan Community Acupuncture, owned by Linda Harris, MSTOM, is located at 35275 Plymouth Rd, Livonia, MI 48150; for more information, call 734.421.7100 or visit www.michigancommunityacupuncture.com.

Walk-ins will be treated when possible, but appointments are very strongly recommended.
A Bit of the Oval Office Here in Ferndale:  Kennedy Rug Comes to Ferndale


By, Crystal A. Proxmire
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Model Catrina Hurst by the Camelot Rug, photo by C. Proxmire

On any given day one might walk into Elegance by Design at 231 W. 9 Mile Road and be amazed at the collection of high-end furniture and decorative pieces.  But on October 24, 2009 visitors experienced a heightened level of opulence not often seen here in Ferndale, while still remaining welcoming to all.  That’s the day they displayed the “Camelot rug,” a mid-ninetieth century wool needlepoint that once graced the floor of John F. Kennedy’s Oval Office.

 

To celebrate this beautiful piece of history, Elegance hosted a day or retro fun and fashion.  Models sashayed through the showroom donning gowns inspired by Jacqueline Kennedy-Onasis, created by Detroit-based fashion designer Beulah Cooley.  
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The Nutcraker Tree, photo by C. Proxmire
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A giant Christmas tree sparkled in the center of the store.  Modeled after the first “themed” White House Christmas tree, Elegance by Design’s Nutcracker tree was covered with little toy soldiers, dolls and other items reminiscent of the classic ballet.

 

There was also a display showing some White House history, including pictures of the rug in use and a Jacki O. paper doll with ornate dresses and accessories.

 

And of course there was the piece of honor,  the large needlepoint with the crimson base and ivory floral cartouches throughout, with a floral garland outer boarder and an inner boarder with proud-looking eagles – wings outstretched – anchoring each corner.

 

Model Melissa Aho by the Camelot Rug, photo by C. Proxmire.
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Daniel Behnke, owner of Elegance by Design, was excited at the opportunity to bring the rug to Ferndale.  The piece is owned by Nourison Industries, who supplies Elegance by Design with many of the fancy rugs they have for sale.  Reproductions and rugs inspired by the Kennedy piece are also available through Elegance and Nourison.  “They did a wonderful job of bringing this whole event to life,” Behnke said.  

 

The Camelot rug also made appearances at the the East English Village Home Tour and the Junior League of Detroit’s 2010 Designers Show House “Sneak Peak Day” on Nov. 1.

 

For more information on Elegance by Design, please stop in their showroom at 231 W. 9 Mile or call (248) 582-0090.  For more information on The Beulah Cooley Collection go to www.beulahcooleycollection.com.  Nourison Industries can be found at www.nourison.com


P14 Numerous Communities Receive 2009 Main Street Oakland County Awards

By Ernest Truant (from a press release)

Member communities of the Main Street Oakland County (MSOC) program received recognition for their community development efforts at the annual MSOC Main Event, held Friday, October 23, 2009 at Glen Oaks County Park in Farmington Hills. 

Main Street Oakland County instituted a new awards program in 2008.  This new awards program recognizes excellence in downtown revitalization in five categories (Special, Organization, Promotion, Design, and Economic Restructuring).

And the winners are:

ORGANIZATION  
Outstanding  Public Relations Effort Award:    


Ferndale DDA – Organization Committee
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PROMOTION  
Outstanding Special Event Awards:

      
DIY Street Fair, Ferndale                             


The Big, Bright Light Show - Rochester DDA       

Outstanding Promotional Design Piece Award:  


In Town Magazine, Rochester DDA 


DESIGN  
Outstanding Sign Award:


Holly Candle Shoppe, Holly 

(Holly and Dan Jablonski, Holly Candle Shoppe owners/operator)                 

Outstanding  Façade / Building Rehabilitation Under $10,000 Award:


Pinwheel Bakery, Ferndale (Ann St. Peter, Owner)     

Outstanding Façade / Building Rehabilitation Between $10,000-$50,000 Award:


Elegance by Design, Ferndale (Dan Behnke, Co-owner)
 

Outstanding Public Improvement Project Award:


Ferndale DDA Design Team


ECONOMIC RESTRUCTURING   
Outstanding Business Development Incentive Program Award:
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Walled Lake DDA – Urban Design Committee: 

 Façade & Sign Grant Program                         

Outstanding Business Retention & Expansion Program Award:


Ferndale DDA – Business Development Committee                   

SPECIAL AWARDS 
Outstanding Preservation Success Story Award: 

Kreger Farm Buildings (Franklin)                  

Outstanding Volunteer of the Year Award:  


Stacey Tobar, Ferndale DDA Board of Director & 

Design Committee Chairperson               

Outstanding Board Member of the Year Award:  


Veronica Lujic, Ferndale DDA Chairperson      

Outstanding Main Street Business of the Year Award:


Bayside Sports Bar & Grille, Walled Lake (Johni Semma, Owner)           

MSOC SELECTED AWARDS 

Community Commitment:
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Gene Carlson, Valkyrie Group LLC, Carlson Building, Lake Orion 

James E. Maher, Maher Restoration and Construction Company, 
Walled Lake 

Michael Plesz, Mind, Body & Spirits, Rochester


Sponsor of the Year:


National City Bank

Guts & Determination:


Suzanne Perreault, Holly DDA

Main Street Spirit:

Ferndale DDA

Main Street is a trademarked program of the National Main Street Center in Washington, Farmington, Ferndale, Franklin, Highland, Holly, Lake Orion, Ortonville, Oxford, Pontiac, Rochester and Walled Lake are the selected MSOC Communities. Berkley, Clarkston, Hazel Park, and Leonard are other communities in the mentoring program. Oakland County the first county in the United States to operate a full service county-wide Main Street Program for the 32 distinct, historic downtowns in Oakland County. Collectively, Main Street downtowns have generated more than $518 million in private and public investment, 3,666 new jobs 373 new businesses since the program was formed in 2000. 

For more information, see the MSOC website, www.mainstreetoaklandcounty.com.
POLICE REPORT  - 

The following are messages from the Ferndale Police Department to media contacts.  For more information on any of these cases contact The Ferndale Police Department at 248-541-3650. 
Thursday, October 29, 2009 12:50 PM
Burglar dodges death - faces lengthy prison sentence 09-3340
NOTE TO MEDIA: The victim in this case is a 72 year old man with an amputated leg. He does not want to be interviewed by the media. I am not giving out his address, and ask that you do not dig to get it. Putting too much information out there may make this man a target for other opportunistic criminals.  Please respect his privacy and safety concerns.  Thanks.
At approximately 3:40 a.m. today, police responded to a residence when a man called and said he just shot at a burglar her broke into his house. The victim is a 72 year old man who has an amputated leg. He woke up in the early morning hours and heard noises of somebody in his house. The man grabbed his nearby .357 revolver and when the intruder came to the bedroom door, the victim fired a shot at him. The bullet missed, and the crook fled. The victim recognized the intruder by name as a person from the neighborhood. 

The suspect is: John Robert Cole, a 56 year old man with a lengthy criminal record. 

Police began to search the area, and within minutes a Ferndale Officer noticed Cole go into the 7/11 Store at 9 Mile / Hilton. Cole was arrested. He had the stolen wallet and money from the victim’s house in his pockets. 

Cole has been arrested several times just in the last year and convicted of various misdemeanors. He has made life miserable for many in the neighborhood where he has resided. He has received short jail sentences, and has served abbreviated amounts of time. Hopefully he will be taken off of the streets for a number of years. 

No action against the homeowner / victim is being considered as he was justified in his actions while defending his home and self. 

The prosecutor’s office has authorized a warrant request for Home Invasion 1st Degree (punishable for up to 20 years), and Cole  was arraigned by Magistrate Larue Mead who set a cash/surety bond of $25,000 dollars
Lt. William J. Wilson
Ferndale Police Department

310 E. 9 Mile

Ferndale, MI 
Tue, October 27, 2009 7:38:35 AM

All quiet

Lt. William J. Wilson

Carjacking at Fresard Chevrolet

Yesterday (10/21/09) at about 3:00 p.m., Ferndale police responded to a reported armed robbery that occurred at the Fresard Chevrolet dealership on Woodward in Ferndale. 

It was reported that a salesperson was showing vehicles to the suspect, a black male adult. The suspect put a handgun to the salesman’s head and stole a 2009 Chrysler 300. Officers from Ferndale, Pleasant Ridge, Berkley and Royal Oak searched for the stolen car. 

A Pleasant Ridge Officer conducting a traffic on Main St. near 10 Mile observed the stolen vehicle pass him travelling n.b. on Main. The officer followed the vehicle which went into a nearby parking lot. As the officer approached the stolen car, the suspect drove back to Main Street and sped away s.b..  At 10 Mile and Main, the suspect crashed head on into a SUV occupied by a man and a woman. The suspect then exited the stolen car and began to run s.b.. The suspect pulled out a handgun and held it as he ran. Witnesses stated he pointed the gun towards them, and then towards a Ferndale Police officer who was stopped south of the suspect. As the suspect neared the officer, he reportedly pointed his handgun at the officer who was exiting their vehicle. The officer responded by firing two rounds at the suspect. The bullets did not strike the suspect, but caused him to surrender. He was then arrested by officers w/o further incident. 

Nobody was hurt in this incident. 

After he was arrested, police discovered the weapon the suspect used was a toy airsoft pistol – a replica gun that looks very much like a real handgun. 

We will be submitting this case to the Oakland Co. Prosecutor tomorrow for warrants. 

Lt. William J. Wilson

Ferndale Police Department

310 E. 9 Mile

Ferndale, MI 

248-546-2396

Tue, October 20, 2009 8:32:43 AM

Continuing a quiet streak in Ferndale

Lt. William J. Wilson

Ferndale Police Department

Sent: Monday, October 19, 2009 7:02 PM
To: Wilson, William; Mike Kitchen
Subject: Follow up on Martin Road Shooting

Hi Lt. Wilson and Chief Kitchen,

Any updates on the Martin Road Park shooting?  Do Police think the suspect was from outside the city?  Do Police think this is an isolated incident, or part of a bigger problem?  Any other comments on the case and how the Dept. is handling it?  

Thanks,
crystal

RESPONSE FROM LT. WILSON:

Tue, October 20, 2009 8:31:41 AM

Nothing new to report now.

Mon, October 19, 2009 8:02:22 AM

 Another quiet weekend in Ferndale 

Lt. William J. Wilson

Ferndale Police Department

Fri, October 16, 2009 7:30:05 AM

Quiet week

Lt. William J. Wilson

Ferndale Police Department

GUNSHOTS AT MARTIN ROAD PARK - Yesterday (10/12/09) at about 6:30 in the evening fighting between teenagers culminated in one boy pulling out a revolver and firing several shots. The incident occurred at Martin Rd. Park. 

Teens were playing basketball when a 13 year old was reportedly assaulted by older teens. The 13 year old called his  16 year old brother who went to the park to fight on his brothers behalf. He reportedly won a fist fight, then went home. After a short time, the kid who lost the fight returned with more friends. The 13 year old again called his older brother. The older brother phoned another friend to assist him with his next anticipated fight. The friend arrived at the park first and he confronted the group the 13 year old was having trouble with. He began fighting with one of the kids who had a gun in his waist band. The kid with the gun then threatened his opponent and began firing his gun at him. As the now victim ran away, the shooter fired approximately five more shots. The victim and his friends fled in a van. The shooter fired one shot into the van. Nobody was struck by any of the shots. 

Police are looking for the shooting suspect described as: 

Light skinned black male, about 16 years, 6’ 1”, 150-160 lbs., possibly named “Josh” 

He was wearing a black shirt with red letters, and black pants. 

The suspect may have been picked up and fled the scene in a black Lincoln MKZ with tinted windows. 

Anybody with information should phone Ferndale Police @ 248-541-3650

Lt. William J. Wilson

Ferndale Police Department

 

Mon, October 12, 2009 10:23:34 AM
Quiet weekend in Ferndale
The Police Report is brought to you by Alert Alarm:





Mark Hill
(586) 718-4157 cell
(248) 288-3583 office
va93ts@hotmail.com

"We are a full service security solutions provider."

Locally-owned 
Commercial and residential alarms
Medical alert products
Wireless options available
CCTV and surveillance systems
Monitored fire protection
Cellular and internet monitoring

FREE security analysis for your home or business!

Top of Form

Mark's Crime Tips
 

This is basic but rarely done because it's "inconvenient". STOP YOUR MAIL AND NEWSPAPER DELIVERIES WHEN OUT OF TOWN. Let a TRUSTED neighbor know when you are leaving and return time an IF some one has access to the house, otherwise have them call the Police Department! Most important let me help you, FORM A NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH!!!!
 

You can contact me at Alert Alarm (248) 288-3583. 
 

Mark Hill
Alert Alarm
248.288-3583 direct
586.718.4157 cell
e-mail mhill@alert-alarm.com
FERNDALE VIEW:  Veronica Talks About Parking Plans

by, Veronica Lujic
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I just wanted you to know that the DDA has put together a parking committee to deal with the parking shortage. We are looking at short term and long term solutions. We are looking to implement the short term solutions in the beginning of November. To be clear, the DDA views this as a serious issue, not only for the businesses, but for the residents. The short term proposal is an employee shuttle program.  We will transport employees from off site parking locations, to their place of employment. This should clear approximately 80 parking spaces depending on the day. We are still working out the kinks, but we are hoping that this will be a start. In the long term, our executive director Cristina Sheppard-Decius has secured a way-finding grant for the DDA, this grant will add signage throughout the city to aid consumers and visitors in navigating the city, not only to find parking but to find parks, city services and historical sites.  This project will be completed by the end of next summer.     

 

Thanks Again for giving me the opportunity to share my story,

& lots of time to write it!!

Veronica  Lujic

State of the Art Framing & Gallery
918 W. Nine Mile Road
Ferndale, MI 48220



 FERNDALE VIEW:  Wyll Clears Up Zombie Issues

by, Wyll Lewis


Thanks Crytaliscious, if anyone has a complaint about too many or dis-jointed Zombie events, the FACTS are:

 

1. Wyll Lewis of American Pop! Hosted the Detroit Zombie Crawl last year in Ferndale, and designated it a fundraiser for the Ferndale Food Pantry at Zion Lutheren.

The Ferndale D.D.A., again, without consulting him, used his ideas for their own purpose this year.

2. Scenes from, and perhaps some original props of Sam Raimi's "Evil Dead" are at The Pioneer Building, owned by the same landlord as the American Pop! building.  This was brought to attention of renters within the Pioneer Building by Wyll Lewis.

Without consulting him a plaque was created and this building made a 'destination stop."

3. Zombie Walk Detroit, although billed as "Detroit", does not have their walk in Detroit, and, has their walk on World Zombie Day.  Without consulting Wyll Lewis of American Pop!, last year's co-sponsor, their walk was held in Royal Oak.  The residents, shoppers, and visitors of Ferndale all expressed interest in continuing a Zombie Event in our non pretentious non trendy safe City, so with the help of Wolfman Mac, artist and small business advocate, The Ferndale Zombie Crawl-NOT WALK-was created.

Wyll Lewis

American Pop
175 W. 9 Mile
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FERNDALE VIEW: Amanda Says Green Means Go

By Amanda Hanlin

Over the last year, news sources have inundated Michigan residents with abysmal reports about our economy and our prospects moving forward.  There is no reprieve from talk of joblessness, high foreclosure rates, and deteriorating public systems.  Smaller communities especially, seem to bear the brunt of diminished tax resources and strapped small business sectors.  

As a Ferndale resident, I feel the pinch.  I am resigned to the fact that my husband and I will keep our “starter” home longer into our adulthood than planned, and we have confronted job loss and lack of employment prospects for some time now.  At times, it seems easiest to throw up our hands and simply wait for things to turn around.  

However, I realized recently that complacency just breeds more anxiety.  Living in a small community suddenly feels overwhelming when there seems little room for growth.  But residents of small cities need not sit idle as state and national economies flex and ease.  Being small in scale, we are quite well-positioned to experiment with new planning and development approaches. 

With some study, I have come to understand and support notions of “green policy” and “sustainable living” as a means of putting control back into the hands of community.  In addition to being environmentally sustainable approaches, they also tend toward civic-mindedness, thoughtful planning, and efficient use of resources.  For example, successful sustainable communities often blend some combination of the following strategies:

♦Reduce environmental impact of existing commercial and residential structures

♦Rehabilitate commercial and residential properties in disrepair

♦Repurpose under-used spaces

​♦Review building code policies

♦Reinvest in clean transportation options

Communities employing these approaches enjoy healthier homes and lower home energy costs.  Progressive zoning and efficient properties attract new residents and new business investors.  In addition to jobs created by new businesses and green initiatives, green technologies create opportunities to arm workers with enhanced skills.  All of this can improve the local tax base, increasing the caliber of city services.   And lest we forget, sustainability initiatives reduce our municipal carbon footprint. According to a 2008 report by the U.S. Climate Change Science Program and the Subcommittee on Global Change Research, U.S. buildings alone are responsible for 37% of total U.S. carbon dioxide emissions, and comprise over 10% of global emissions.  

Small municipalities like Detroit’s inner-ring suburbs have an incredible opportunity to improve our economic circumstance and reduce our environmental impact.  We are poised to plug-in to state and federal economic stimulus programs, tax incentives, and programs aimed at energy innovation and controlling climate change.  However, to ensure we can compete effectively for these resources, we must demonstrate responsible budgeting, effective public infrastructure, and a concordance between residential and business sectors.

I believe this starts with local leadership.  Today’s municipal leaders must have broader skill sets and diverse experiences.  They must work effectively among city officials and departments who represent different, often competing, interests.  They also must serve as diplomats adept at interacting with the state and federal officials who disseminate public dollars.  

Ferndale City Council candidate Melanie Piana is one such leader.  She peppers her grassroots sensibility with a formal Urban Planning education and a wealth of professional planning experience.  As Associate Director of the Michigan Suburbs Alliance, Ms. Piana worked to establish the Redevelopment Ready Communities (RRC) program, aimed at evaluating Michigan suburbs for redevelopment and drafting meaningful best practices.  Her time spent volunteering with the Ferndale Downtown Development Authority and as Vice Chair of the Board of Zoning Appeals has helped reinvigorate our downtown marketplace. 

I believe that Ms. Piana is of a new breed of local leadership – one that is direly needed.  She understands policy, and she leverages Ferndale’s internal resources to attract outside investment.   Her campaign focuses on prudent budgeting, environmental protection and energy efficiency, which tells me that she understands how to best position Ferndale amid challenges facing our state and our region.  I applaud Ms. Piana for her work to create tangible, actionable initiatives in partnership with Ferndale residents.

Historically, “off-year” elections for state and local officials see very low voter turn-out.  We must ensure this is not the case on November 3.  This is a time for unity and common sense, a time where we can pick up and move forward.  We must move our communities from potential to progress, saving Michigan from the ground up.  

Citations

The First State of the Carbon Cycle Report (SOCCR): The North American Carbon Budget and Implications for the Global Carbon Cycle. A Report by the U.S. Climate Change Science Program and the Subcommittee on Global Change Research [King, A.W., L. Dilling, G.P. Zimmerman, D.M. Fairman, R.A. Houghton, G. Marland, A.Z. Rose, and T.J. Wilbanks (eds.)]. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Climatic Data Center, Asheville, NC, USA, 242 pp.  Printed copies will be available Winter 2008. 
Amanda Hamlin
Lunch with Santa
Dec 12, 2009





Lunch w/Santa 11:30 am -1:30 pm Buffalo Wild Wings 280 W Nine Mile  $10 adults, $6 kids includes lunch with Santa, games and gifts. Advance Registration required. www.ferndalerecreation.org
Matt Wants Optimistic Campaigning
by, Matt Nowaczok

Well the political season has started and frankly I am already tired of some city council candidates playing to our fears.  Why can’t we be optimistic about where we stand as a community?
Some items to be excited about:

1.)    Our downtown is generally withstanding the economic downturn

2.)    Our home prices have decreased modestly compared to other surrounding communities

3.)    The roots of this community continue to grow and become stronger

I guess it is just easier to scare people to the polls!  An example:  Some candidates have suggested that it is not prudent to make investments in our city given the economic climate.  I whole heartedly disagree!  Investment in our city is never a bad thing.  Further, if we are going to invest in our city now is the time to do it!  Prices for equipment and labor are cheap relative to what they have been in years past.  Fiscal responsibility is understanding the capital expenditures are a necessary part of any government, however, should be done in the most prudent manner.  Our municipal buildings are antiquated and now is a cheap time to construct/repair them.  Can someone please explain to me why that does not make sense?!?!?  Will these candidates be happy if we wait five years to make the necessary improvements and pay an additional 30%...would that be “fiscally prudent”?

I welcome a debate on all subject matters, however, it appears that some candidates are attempting to leverage themselves by playing to our fears of the unknown.  Somehow I just don’t find that inspiring!  Everyone is for the expansion of a prosperous downtown to E. Nine Mile.  I just wonder if some of our candidates are playing politics (i.e. name calling and references to the Bush administration) without the city’s best interest at heart.
Best regards,
Matt Nowaczok
Ferndale resident


Deena Says No More Division
by, Deena Kachadoorian 
As an involved member of the Ferndale community, I’m disturbed and saddened by the undercurrent of tension and divisiveness.  I’m not alone, here, as I’ve heard the same from citizens I’ve spoken with, while canvassing for local candidates. It belittles our residents to have our public officials airing nasty innuendos in the public arena. We all wish to maintain and progress toward the prosperous, cohesive and vital community we share.  Why are we allowing the enemy within, to divide us?  We Ferndalians are better than that!

Deena Kachadoorian

FERNDALE VIEW:  Councilwomen Support Galloway

By, Kate Baker, Tomiko Gumbleton, and Helen M. Weber

 

 

As your former and current city councilwomen we have each worked with Scott Galloway during his eight years representing our city.  We have no reservations about Scott’s ability to lead our city during tough economic times – indeed, he has been doing just that for the last several years – and are writing to encourage you to vote to re-elect Scott on Tuesday, November 3rd.

 

We appreciate Scott’s steady, ethical leadership and his thorough knowledge of city and regional issues.  Experience is more than simply the number of years you’ve served – it’s about how you’ve served.  As an attorney with a background in land use and contract law his professional training enables him to ask probing questions – questions that some think make Scott a “mean” guy.  We know instead that this is a demonstration of his integrity and his commitment to working for all of our best interests.

 

Scott has been endorsed by the Sierra Club and the South Oakland Eccentric, as well as by dozens of Ferndale residents and business owners.  Although two of his challengers have tried to paint him as disconnected from his community, we know differently. Scott has committed time and energy on our Council to improve and sustain our quality of life. He has worked over the last 8 years to expand and improve our public library, community center, bike friendly initiatives, public art, parks and tennis courts. During Scott’s time on council budgets have remained balanced, the “rainy day” fund has grown and the City’s staff’s “Friendly Ferndale” program was rolled out.

 

Scott is a lifelong resident of our community; he graduated from the Ferndale Public Schools and will raise his very new son Jack here with his wife Robin. Jack was born on Wednesday, October 28. We all think Jack arrived early to be part of the election day activities, just like his dad. 

 

If you like great things that have happened in Ferndale in the last decade, we ask you to vote for Scott Galloway on Tuesday.  You can learn more about Scott by visiting his website at www.councilmangalloway.us or by contacting us with questions about this year’s election and why we’re supporting particular candidates, like Scott, over others.  Thank you for your commitment to Ferndale and for exercising a right that people are fighting for all over the world – the right to vote.

 

All the best,

 

Kate Baker

Ferndale City Councilwoman 

 

Tomiko Gumbleton

Ferndale City Councilwoman (outgoing)

 

Helen M. Weber

Former Ferndale City Councilwoman

FERNDALE VIEWS:

The Friday, September 18, 2009 Daily Tribune Article, “City Stands by Unions” misrepresented the nature of what happened during the city council meeting.

 

Council was contacted by David Radtke of the labor law firm, Kilmist & McKnight to propose a Project Labor Agreement for Construction Projects Request for Proposals.  

 

“A Project Labor Agreement is a collective bargaining agreement between organized labor and contractors and/or owners that applies to a specific project site. It is limited in scope to the project definition contained in the agreement.”  

 

“Most PLAs have a no-strike/no-lockout provision that prohibits work stoppages at the site for any reason and allows work at the project site to continue during a strike over local contract negotiations. They either require an all-union project (private project PLA) or that local area union wages, benefits, and working conditions be employed at the site (public project PLA).”  Both union and non-union labor can be employed in a Project Labor agreement. http://www.agcmn.org/PDFs/Documents/Revised_Project_Labor_Agreements_12%2005.pdf
 

The immediate need for this agreement was Ferndale Library’s Request for Proposals to construction contractors for the library’s building project.  This Request for Proposal was originally to be sent out on Friday, September 18th. 

 

The item came onto the city agenda late on Thursday, September 10th.  Council reacted quickly to create a resolution that defined an effected construction project as costing in excess of $350,000.  Further time and research was needed to create a resolution refined to Ferndale’s needs.  The date of Monday, October 12th was set to finish the resolution.

 

The reason the PLA was not implemented earlier is because, the city has not had this large of a project since 1947 when City Hall was built.  This city is run by citizen input and citizen commissions.  If no one raises their hand and says that they want to be part of the commission or board, then that point of view is not expressed.  The union point of view regarding Project Labor Agreements was not expressed until Thursday, September 10th, days before the Monday, September 14, 2009 City Council meeting.

 

David A. Cottrill

For more information go to www.ferndale115.com
Or contact:

Crystal A. Proxmire

PO Box 71311

Madison Hts, MI 48071

editor@ferndale115.com
Ads start at just $20 per issue.  Contact for more information.



� HYPERLINK "http://www.lennyscopycenter.com/" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/LENNYSxLOGO.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����


Lenny's copy center was founded in October of 2003 by Bob & Mary Lenaway. They are a family run business committed to giving you a warm welcome, a wide variety of products, fair prices, and old fashioned friendly service.


They offer so many things it's hard to believe they can fit everything in one cozy store. Office Supplies, Printing, Engraving, Rubber Stamps, Laminating, Gift Items, Personalized Tee Shirts, Legal Forms, Desktop publishing, Notary Service, Faxing, Imprinted Merchandise, Printers, Business Machines, Tee Shirt Making Supplies, oh and don't forget about the COPIES!


2103 Hilton


(248) 544-6313


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lennyscopycenter.com/" �www.�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lennyscopycenter.com/" �lennys��� HYPERLINK "http://www.lennyscopycenter.com/" �copycenter.com�








Allure Kouture��� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/allureKouture.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET �����ALLURE KOUTURE�224 W 9 Mile Rd 


Ladies & Men's Shoes & Accessories "We have the Shoe Fit For You!"  Also showcasing fine fashions.


248-336-0700�info@allurekouture.com�� HYPERLINK "http://www.allurekouture.com/" �www.allurekouture.com�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.allurekouture.com/" �Sun/Mon: By Appt ��� HYPERLINK "http://www.allurekouture.com/" �Tue/Wed:11am-7 ��� HYPERLINK "http://www.allurekouture.com/" �Thur/Fri/Sat:11-9�








Grand Opening!�� HYPERLINK "http://www.chazzanocoffee.com" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/Chazzano.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ������Chazzano Cafe Ebraica�1737 E 9 Mile Road��� HYPERLINK "http://www.chazzanocoffee.com" �www.��� HYPERLINK "http://www.chazzanocoffee.com" �chazzanocoffee��� HYPERLINK "http://www.chazzanocoffee.com" �.com���Grand Opening Ribbon Cutting Ceremony�Thursday, Nov 5, 2009�8:30 am��Now open Monday Through Friday 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.�Sundays 9 a.m. to 12 Noon��Good Coffee Makes You Singtm�248-691-4256�� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.bravenet.com/common/images/smilies/coffeemug.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





Just 4 Us��� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/just-4-us.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET �����211 West 9 Mile Road�Ferndale, MI 48220 �(248) 547-5878��Gifts and specialty items





ANNUAL AD PLANS for 2010 are now available.  Just $500 gets you deluxe ad package - $360 off the regular price.  Sign up now to reserve yours!  Offer ends Dec 15, 2009.  Contact editor@ferndale115.com








� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.bravenet.com/common/images/smilies/rubberduck.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���CONGRATULATIONS!� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.bravenet.com/common/images/smilies/rubberduck.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����to Scott and Robin Galloway�on the birth of their child�� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/BabyGalloway.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET �����Jack Wallace Galloway�Born 10-28-2009 @ 2:04 pm�He weighed 3 pounds and 7 ounces and 16 inches long.�While he remains in the NICU unit he is doing great.





Modern Tax & Accounting Services





Robert B. Babut - Accountant/Owner


445 W. Woodruff Avenue


Hazel Park, MI 48030-3226


Phone - (248) 544-2002


Fax - (248) 399-7827


email - � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@moderntaxservice.com" �info@�


� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@moderntaxservice.com" �moderntaxservice�


� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@moderntaxservice.com" ���


� HYPERLINK "mailto:info@moderntaxservice.com" �.com�








� HYPERLINK "http://www.randsresale.com" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/RS1.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET �����Quality New and Used Furniture��~bedroom~�~living room~�~dining room~�~new mattress sets~�~appliances~��3335 Hilton�(248) 298-2770��featuring:�� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/RS2.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����Five Star is the newest line of exceptional value where you get name-brand quality at value prices!�Delivery available.


R and S Resale�� HYPERLINK "http://www.RandSresale.com" �www.�RandSresale�.com�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.paramountbank.com" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/Paramount.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ������PARAMOUNT BANK�John D. McQuiggin�Assistant Vice President�Branch Manager��22635 Woodward Ave.�Ferndale, MI 48220��(248) 414-6500�fax (248) 414-6580� �jmcquiggin@�paramountbank.com








Kate Baker �in support of ��� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/Council04GallowayPIC.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����Scott Galloway�for �Ferndale City Council�2009








�� HYPERLINK "http://www.hungryhowies.com" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/HungryxHowies.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ������Hungry Howie's Pizza�419 W. 9 Mile Road�(248) 546-0643��Mon-Thurs 11am-11pm�Fri-Sat 11am-1am�Sun 12pm-11pm


Hungry Howie’s is the Original Flavored Crust Pizza™. With 8 great Flavored Crust™ pizzas and a wide selection of toppings, we have a pizza to please almost anyone. In addition to our mouth watering Original Flavored Crust Pizza™, we have plenty of other menu items like Howie Bread, Howie Wings, Oven Baked Subs, Crisp & Cool Salads, and more. Call us today, We’ll make it FAST, We’ll make it FRESH, and We’ll make it just FOR YOU!


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.hungryhowies.com" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/flavoredcrust_ranch.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����








Meefers.com �connecting gay communities:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.meefers.com" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/meefers_logo2BIG%5B1%5D.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����








� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/filmSIDE02.JPG" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Sunday, November 15 Ferndale Youth Assistance will be holding its annual bowl-a-thon for the summer camp program.  From 1pm to 4pm, Ferndale ’s own Luxury Lanes will be filled with over 80 bowlers enjoying an afternoon of fun and fellowship while raising money for a great cause.  The Ferndale Youth Assistance has set a goal to send 100 kids to camp this year, and the bowl-a-thon helps raise over half of the goal amount.  Minimum pledge to bowl is $50, which entitles the bowler to three games, food and beverage, and raffle tickets for prizes drawn at the event.  Many bowlers raise additional pledge money to help meet the event goal.  Local businesses sponsor the event by purchasing banners displaying their business logo.  Businesses can purchase an individual banner for $50.  Or businesses can partner together, place both business logos on one banner and split the $50 cost.


How can you help out?  You can enter a team of bowlers, buy a banner, donate raffle prizes, or just come out and support the cause.  For more information, contact Ferndale Youth Assistance at 248.586.8700.


Come support the Ferndale Youth Assistance Bowl-a-thon and help us send 100 kids to camp!








Bridget-Deegan Krause & Kevin Krause�in �support of��� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/Council01PianaPIC.JPG" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����Melanie Piana�for Ferndale�City Council�2009








Friends of Craig Covey��� HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/%20http:/coveys-corner.blogspot.com/" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/June1xstatexofxcityxjpg.JPG" \* MERGEFORMATINET ������In support of Craig Covey for�Ferndale Mayor�2009��Read Craig Covey's Blog at:��� HYPERLINK "http://coveys-corner.blogspot.com/" �http://coveys-corner.blogspot.com/�








Kate Baker�in �support of��� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/Council01PianaPIC.JPG" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����Melanie Piana�for Ferndale�City Council�2009








� HYPERLINK "http://www.cafepress.com/ferndale115" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/406030915v42_240x240_Disc.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ������BONUS CDs that include the printable version and bonus photos are available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.cafepress.com/ferndale115" �www.cafepress.com/ferndale115���Not available for all issues.  Available 2 weeks after publication date.





Dan Martin�in support of����� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/Council03PawlicaPIC2.JPG" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����Greg Pawlica �for �Ferndale�City Council �2009








Janelle Rogers�in �support of���� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/Council01PianaPIC.JPG" \* MERGEFORMATINET ������Melanie Piana�for Ferndale�City Council�2009








American Pop!  


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/APOPlogo.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


�American Pop!�175 W. Nine Mile Road�Ferndale, MI 48220�(248) 837-9835��Hours:�Tues-Sat 11am-8pm�Sunday 11am-6pm








Veterans Day Observance is November 11 at Memorial Mall





On Wednesday, November 11, the city of Ferndale will pay tribute to veterans at a service set for 11:00 a.m. at Memorial Mall.  


 


The public is encouraged to attend.


 


Prayer and patriotic music will be part of the observance.  United States Coast Guard Chief Petty Officer David Riley, a one-time resident of the city, will offer remarks.


 


CPO Riley served in the US Army and US Air Force in addition to his coast guard service.


 


The world changed profoundly during his tours of duty.  He spent time in West Germany when there was a divided Germany and at the Strategic Air Command headquarters in Omaha when there was a Strategic Air Command.  In addition, CPO Riley was in New York City in February of 1993 when the first World Trade Center bombing took place.


 


For further information, call Barbara Earl of the Ferndale Memorial Association at 248.541.6032.








� HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/rates.html" �


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/rates.html" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/AAAAAAAsnowman.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����


Holiday Showplace


Nov. 21, 2009


9am-3pm


Kulick Community Center


18th Annual Arts and Crafts Show


Admission $1per person


To rent exhibit space contact Ferndale Rec. at (248)544-6767


Or got to ferndalerecreation.org.








� HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/views.html" ��� HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndalerecreation.org" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/AAAAAAAAkids.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����� HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndalerecreation.org" ���� HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndalerecreation.org" �Parent Night Out – Kulick Community Center 1201 Livernois – Enjoy a night out on the town while your kids enjoy a fun filled evening full of games, arts and crafts, movie and more.  It’s a great time to catch a moive, dine out or go shopping while your children aged 5-12 are supervised.  Advance Registration required.  www.ferndalerecreation.org�





Bridget-Deegan Krause &�Kevin Krause�in support of �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://myimages.bravenet.com/338/304/520/6/Council04GallowayPIC.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����Scott Galloway�for �Ferndale City Council�2009











Grand Opening Ribbon Cutting Ceremony            


                    Thursday, 


Nov 5, 2009�8:30 am


248-691-4256


1737 E 9 Mile Road


www.chazzanocoffee.com





SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS – Thank our sponsors for this edition:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/campaign.html" �FernCare� ♦ � HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/campaign.html" �C!Tech� ♦ � HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/events.html" �AJs Music Cafe� ♦ � HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/events.html" �Bill Ristov of Dye Salon� ♦ � HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/policereport.html" �Alert Alarm�� HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/p1cooperation.html" � ♦ Lennys Copy Center�� HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/p1cooperation.html" � ♦ Allure Kourture� ♦ � HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/p2council.html" �R & S Resale� ♦ � HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/p2council.html" �Paramount Bank� ♦ � HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/p3mayorcff.html" �Chazzano Coffee - GRAND OPENING NOV 5� ♦ � HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/p3mayorcff.html" �Just 4 Us� � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.bravenet.com/common/images/smilies/rubberduck.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��� � HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/p4plans.html" �Birth Announcement� � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.bravenet.com/common/images/smilies/rubberduck.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��� � HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/p4plans.html" �Modern Tax and Accounting� ♦ � HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/p5veronicadda.html" �Kate Baker for Scott Galloway� ♦ � HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/p5veronicadda.html" �Hungry Howies� ♦ � HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/p6crawl.html" �Meefers� ♦ � HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/p7yes.html" �Bridget-Deegan Krause & Kevin Krause for Melanie Piana� ♦ � HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/p8party.html" �Craig Covey Blogspot� ♦ � HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/p9lib.html" �Robin Steranko for Greg Pawlica� ♦ � HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/p9lib.html" �Mother Fletchers� ♦ � HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/p10mediaharm.html" �Kate Baker for Melanie Piana� ♦ � HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndle115.com/p11tricks.html" �Dan Martin for Greg Pawlica� ♦ � HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/p11tricks.html" �Veterans Day Celebration� ♦ � HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/p12smoke.html" �Janelle Rogers for Melanie Piana� ♦ � HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/p13rug.html" �Bridget-Deegan Krause & Kevin Krause for Scott Galloway� ♦ � HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/p14mainst.html" �American Pop!� ♦ � HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/new.html" �Holiday Showcase Nov 21� ♦ � HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/nov1v1.html" �Parents Night Out Dec 5� ♦ � HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/nov1v2" �Lunch w/Santa Dec 12� ♦ � HYPERLINK "http://www.ferndale115.com/nov1v3" �Pumpkin Roll Nov 1�
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